
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

September 9, 2013

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Roger Koontz, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques, Peter Harding*, Ed Meehan (ex officio)        (* = not in attendance)      

Guests:  Rita Christopher (Valley Courier), Stephanie Mallozzi (CTsolarchallenge)

 Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on  August 12, 2013 were approved. 

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. CT Solar Challenge 
a. Status -- 12 projects completed = 63.83 kW. (need to reach 100 kW by end of November to earn next municipal kW).  Any earned panels will be installed at the Elementary School after the end of November when the Chester program ends.  Stephanie will get the 10 open proposals out by the end of this week.  An additional 10-15 prospects are awaiting responses.  Stephanie will send an updated list; Pat will assign responsibility for followup to members of the E-Team.  If there are questions, get specifics. e.g. Aegis may need to address details of performance benefits to prospective customers from removing specific trees.  

b. Status of funding:  35% of CT funds remain.  Systems must be installed and operating to qualify for present year Fed tax credit.

c. Stephanie will e-mail details of end-November contract extension to Ed Meehan and all members of the e-Team.  

d. Stephanie will provide PR photos of the installation to Lynne.

4.  C-PACE
a. A morning (breakfast) meeting will be held after the Elementary school event,  probably at the Town Hall, to introduce the C-PACE program to commercial/industrial prospects.  Invitation to have formal support from Pat W and Steve Flett (EDC).  Discussed importance of making this local and relevant.  Can presenters address a specific application (local business or a relevant model)?  Can Peter H suggest a good speaker?

b. Ed M will distr4ibute article  on C-PACE from the Hartford Busness Journal. 

5.  Old Business
Publicity for CES installation


a.  PR event for elem school system will be in October.  Schmitt/Barile to determine date.

    b.   Pat will article on this for October Events;  Sandy will review how earned.

    c.  Discussion of invitees:  CEFIA, town, local newspapers and on-line publications, E-Team, 

Boards of Ed, Elem School, PTO, politicians.....
 HES sign ups

a.  ERG hosted booth at Chester Fair.  Few results.

b.  Discussion of promotional opportunities:  Elem School solar commissioning, Table at Sunday Market, including a raffle or freebies (e.g. CFL’s), Info at Town Hall, Library, the Beet, PTO,  VRHS Eco Club (provide formal recognition of participation), 

EPA Portfolio Manager

a.  Rick to forward announcement of “EPA PM 101” webinars.  

b.  Can information be up-to-date by Oct Meeting of E-TEam?

Streetlights

a.  Discussion of Middletown’s program to purchase lights (over 5000).

b.  Ed to inquire at regional selectmens’ meeting if other towns are studying this?  

c.  Discussion of whether a letter to PURA (Public Utilities Regul Agcy) from the E-Team to inquire about what they are doing to accelerate installation of high-efficiency fixtures be appropriate?

d.  Ed to inquire whether COG could provide support  on energy-related issues.   

6.  New Business -- none

7.  Adjournment:  10:15.

8.  Next meeting  October 21 (later than usual because of Columbus Day).  

R.P. Holloway

