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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Main Street Project Committee held its regular meeting on Tuesday, January 8, 2013, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut.  Chairman Joplin called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.

2.  Seating of Members

Those in attendance were Michael Joplin, Steven Tiezzi, John King, Charlene Janecek, Chuck Mueller, Leslie Strauss and John Schroeder (arrived after Minutes approval).  Others present were Brian Kent, Sarah Jansen, Greg Cook and Lauren Agnelli.

3.  Approval of Minutes

Motion by Strauss, second by King, to approve December 18, 2012 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Strauss, King, Tiezzi, Janecek, Mueller, Joplin.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

4.  Continued Review of Sidewalk and related treatments on Main Street (east toward P.O. And Route 154), West Main, North Main; street furnishings, other misc. treatments

Chairman Joplin noted Brian Kent has broken down the upcoming work into five meetings, of which this is the second meeting of the five.  He further noted this is a working meeting open to the public.  The Committee must stay on point in order to be able to take this to a public presentation at the end of March or early April.  The Committee is seeing a lot of this information itself for the first time.

Brian Kent noted the objective this evening was to pick up where the Committee left off at the last meeting, to review items proposed at the last meeting and to take the project out to its full extent and physical limits.  He noted he had aerial photos and hard copy sets.  The aerial photos were of downtown.  The hard copy sets were 20 scale.  Kent noted at the last meeting there was discussion about the green space in front of 4 Water Street.  He also noted as soon as the Water Street Bridge drawings are received, they will be incorporated into the plans.  

There was discussion as to what could be done on Water Street towards Route 154, if anything, regarding a pedestrian and bicycle environment.  Steven Tiezzi proposed showing as a goal a sidewalk from the center of town out to Moravales.  It was noted the State Highway abuts a coastal wetlands.  John King agreed this should be shown on the plan on the land side of the highway in case this ever comes up in the future.  Tiezzi noted he would show it on the water side of the highway as this is in the Plan of Conservation & Development (POCD).  Tiezzi reiterated it should be shown as a goal.

There was a brief discussion regarding a potential trail connection between North Quarter Park and Laurel Hill Cemetery.  It was noted a pathway could be shown at the Master Plan level.  It was also noted there is already a drawing and statement in the POCD for a pathway.  There was discussion as to whether this pathway should go down as far as the Carini Preserve.  Brian Kent noted he did not have enough information at the present time to know whether or not this would be on private property.  

Brian Kent noted they have looked at the following areas - the area on North Main up to the Meeting House.  Should there be a sidewalk up to the Meeting House?  They looked at the Municipal Parking Lot on Maple Street.  They don't yet know if the pathway is town property or private property.  They looked at West Main out toward the Church.  The sidewalk there ends abruptly.  Tiezzi suggested taking a look to see if a sidewalk could go up to Pleasant Street, maybe with a crosswalk on Route 148 at Straits Road.  Kent noted they looked at the Main Street Post Office area.  They also looked at the stone wall on Main Street in the area of School Lane.  

Brian Kent reviewed in detail the grassy area in front of 4 Water Street.  They have shown formalized parking and sidewalk.  A concern was expressed at the last meeting about losing the lawn area.  There was also discussion about shifting the roadway north and that is what D.O.T. is planning on doing.  He reviewed the curb line on Water Street and his understanding of what D.O.T. is proposing.  Two 12' lanes and an 8' parking lane would be provided.  There would be plenty of room for any size vehicle.  They are still proposing a 4' wide sidewalk and there would be the same amount of grass there as is today.  There could be a small seating area and they would add matching street lights.  


Greg Cook noted his tenants would have a concern that people would not be walking in front of the windows any more to window shop.  He didn't think his tenants would be in favor of a sidewalk on the road side of the grass for that reason.  Mr. Cook noted the sidewalk in front of the building is narrow and suggested making it a little wider.  Steven Tiezzi suggested making the sidewalk along the road a little more narrow and the sidewalk in front of the building a little wider.  Brian Kent agreed that sidewalk could be made a little wider (maybe 1 1/2') and flared out at the end thereby enhancing that space.  He would then reduce the other sidewalk by the same amount.

John Schroeder felt the new sidewalk would encourage more parking in that area.  


Charlene Janecek noted the key is to make the area inviting to the public.

Chairman Joplin asked why D.O.T. was going to widen the road from the Cummings-Good building to the bridge.  Brian Kent reviewed the North Main intersection.  He noted changes to the sidewalk, the two spaces in front of the C-G building are being turned so as not to have to back out into the crosswalk.  They concluded that the island would remain.  The curb line in front of the C-G building was reviewed.  Chuck Mueller noted he felt it was important to have a foreground in front of a great iconic building.  

There was discussion regarding the island and the fire hydrant.  Mr. Cook pointed out removing the island would mean changing the stop sign.  Everyone agreed the island should remain (possibly be modified) and the fire hydrant should be moved.  

The question was asked if there should be period lighting fixtures down Water Street to the Carini Preserve.  The response was yes to the end of the sidewalk.  Brian Kent noted he felt they should go up to the bridge only.

The sidewalk along North Main Street going North was reviewed.  The paved apron at the Norma Terris Theatre was reviewed.  Mr. Kent noted it currently was 30 feet wide.  They recommend 24 to 28 feet wide.  He also noted there could be a crosswalk there over to the other side of the road and a set of stairs up to Goose Hill.  A wheelchair ramp could be provided on Goose Hill.  There was discussion as to where the sidewalk should end, maybe at the curve at the Meeting House.  

Brian Kent next reviewed the area up West Main Street in front of the Library.  He reviewed the conditions in front of the Library.  He noted they could go through the wall around the corner at High Street and have a sidewalk up to the Fire House driveway.  The sidewalk in front of the Library and Church would be replaced with improved aprons.  There could also be two period light fixtures in front of both the Library and the Church.  It was also suggested the sidewalk be continued to Pleasant Street.  John Schroeder asked what the motivation was to having a sidewalk in that area.  The response was there are a lot of people that walk and bike in that area.  

The area at Maple Street in front of the old Town Hall was reviewed in detail.  Should there be a buffer of material around the island.  Mr. Kent asked if there should be another hydrant in town.  John King noted that would be up to the Fire Department.  Mr. Kent will contact the Fire Department and ask the question.  It was agreed the island area should be cleaned up a bit and there should be some kind of different material around the circle.  It was also agreed the flag pole should remain there as it has historical significance.  

The area looking up Main Street toward the Post Office was reviewed.  Mr. Kent noted the sidewalks need replacing and lighting should go to the Cemetery.  He noted safety lighting in the Cemetery is a concern.  Mr. Kent asked if the Cemetery parking area should be formalized or left as is.  It was felt that parking area was the most used and that lighting was a huge concern.  There should be no formal striping, only more lighting.   Mr. Kent reviewed the sidewalk areas at School Lane and in front of Chesterfields.  It was agreed a small section of sidewalk be added from the crosswalk to the parking lot across from Chesterfields.  

Mr. Kent noted they are proposing crosswalk in front of 56 Middlesex Avenue and a sidewalk in front of 56 Middlesex Avenue and the Church.  


Chairman Joplin noted it appears every sidewalk in town would be replaced.  Mr. Kent replied that was correct.  Joplin asked if a STEAP Grant would not pay for this.  Mr. Kent replied it is all eligible but STEAP Grants aren't sufficient unless you go after them year after year.  

Brian Kent reviewed wayfinding and proposed road signs.  It was decided the squirrel should be on top, Chester should be in lower case and the color should be darker green.  

Brian Kent noted early on there was discussion about incorporating references to Chester's history in the street scape.  He showed an archive of some pieces of history to be included in the Master Plan.  It was decided references to Chester's architecture should be left to the Historical Society.  Leslie Strauss offered to talk to someone at the Historical Society regarding this matter.  

With regard to street furnishings, it was noted these should be utilitarian, clean, simple, low maintenance (bike racks, benches, trash receptacles), nothing too historical.  It was agreed benches should be black and not made out of wood.  Steven Tiezzi asked if street furnishings should match the period lighting. 

Leslie Strauss suggested Brian Kent look at the bus stop.

Street trees were reviewed.  Mr. Kent noted it is a short list of 4 Japanese species that are low maintenance and have straight trunks.

Steven Tiezzi noted he would like to see the entire project in a scale that would fit on one sheet of paper.  He also suggested finding out who owns the walkway from the Maple Street Parking Lot down along the side of Jacobson's property.  He noted that walkway should be wider if possible.

Leslie Strauss asked what the purpose of the island in the center of the Maple Street parking lot was.  Mr. Kent noted it breaks the lot up and provides a place for a light and a couple of trees.  She also suggested maybe having a couple of portable toilets in this area.

5.  Accept Refined Village Center Concept

Brian Kent noted he had sufficient information from the discussion this evening to proceed.

6.  Approval of Bills – none.

7.  Other Business – none.

8.  Next Meeting – January 22, 2013

It was noted the next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, at 7:00 PM at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester.

9.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


