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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Main Street Project Committee held a Special Meeting on Tuesday, September 17, 2013, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut.  Acting Chairman Bisacky called the meeting to order at 8:50 PM.

2.  Seating of Members

Those members present and seated were Al Bisacky, Virgil Lloyd, Charlene Janecek, Leslie Strauss, Steven Tiezzi, Chuck Mueller, John Schroeder and Michael Joplin (arrived about 7:40 PM).  First Selectman Ed Meehan was also present.

3.  Interviews – 

Acting Chairman Bisacky noted the following interviews were conducted immediately prior to this meeting – Kent & Frost, Milone & MacBroom and Tectonic.

4.  Discussion and Vote on Selection of Firm

Acting Chair Bisacky noted he would like to see if the Committee can have a discussion and vote on the selection of a firm this evening if possible.  And then, maybe open up the cost proposals either at this meeting or a future meeting to start negotiating the scope and fee.

A straw poll was taken regarding the 3 firms – Kent & Frost – 4, Milone and MacBroom – 2 and Techtonic – 0.  1 member was undecided and 1 member abstained.

Committee members discussed in detail the qualifications and differences of Kent & Frost and Milone and MacBroom.  There was much discussion regarding landscape architecture versus engineering services.  It was noted the first phase sets a precedent for the whole project and selection of materials is critical.  It was agreed the bulk of Phase 1 was going to be engineering work.  


Acting Chair Bisacky reminded everyone a selection should be made first before any negotiation of scope and fees.  

Motion by Joplin, second by Strauss, to take a vote.  All but Bisacky and Lloyd were ready to vote.  Acting Chair Bisacky suggested members think about this for a week before taking a vote.  Motion Carried.

Motion by Mueller, second by Schroeder, to select Kent & Frost and recommend them to the Board of Selectmen for Phase 1.  Voting in favor – Janecek, Strauss, Tiezzi, Mueller, Schroeder.  Opposed – Lloyd, Bisacky.  Abstained – Joplin.  Motion Carried.

5.  Other Business – none.

6.  Next Meeting – September 24, 2013

There was discussion regarding timing of the next meeting.  It was noted the Board of Selectmen are meeting on Tuesday, September 24th which was the next scheduled meeting for the Committee.  It was decided to open the cost proposals which were then given to First Selectman Meehan for his review and presentation at the Board of Selectmen's meeting.  

Chairman Joplin thanked Al Bisacky for being Acting Chair and taking over the meetings during the time that he recused himself from any discussion and voting.

7.  Audience of Citizens – none.

8.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


