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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Main Street Project Committee held a Special Meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2012, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut.  Chairman Joplin called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

2.  Seating of Members

Committee members present were Michael Joplin, Steven Tiezzi, Al Bisacky, John Schroeder, John King, Jim Zanardi, Chuck Mueller.  First Selectman Ed Meehan was also present.

3.  Presentation by Brian Kent of Alternative Approaches to Master Plan
Brian Kent noted he met with John Divis and walked Main Street.  He got a good insight from Mr. Divis on snowplowing issues, storm clean up, drainage infrastructure under the pavement and in general how his department handles these issues.

Brian Kent also noted he met with the State D.O.T. and their designers a couple weeks ago.  The plans were dusted off and this meeting reminded everyone of where this project was.  This meeting served as a catalyst to get them thinking about this project again.  Mr. Kent had a copy of the preliminary design drawings.  He noted the construction of the bridge is pretty simple, but the ends and corners are very complex because they actually touch 3 of the buildings.  Mr. Kent noted he suspects D.O.T. hasn't done very much site work or inspection.  There is a meeting with D.O.T. at the bridge tomorrow at 10:00 AM.  

Mr. Kent noted where abutments meet buildings there are cavities behind the stone walls and he wants reassurance that D.O.T. realizes that.  Steven Tiezzi noted he has been the liaison with D.O.T. for several years and asked if he could be involved with anything having to do with D.O.T.  He would attend the meeting tomorrow.  

Mr. Kent noted the following individuals were at the D.O.T. meeting – Andy Fesenmeyer (Project Manager – Consultant Design), Stuart Harris for Fuss & O'Neill, David Stanke of Trans Systems Air (principal designers), Michelle Lynch, John Travato, Dave Cutler (all D.O.T. engineers).  

Mr. Kent noted D.O.T. assumed the finished grade, center line and curb elevations on Main Street would be the finished elevations on the bridge.  He indicated there were many layers of asphalt over that bridge so they are concerned the existing bridge is artificially higher than it should be because of the overlays.  They just want the D.O.T. people to see this and discuss it.  The roadway may be lowered by milling and reconstructing.  It was noted D.O.T. has not done any geotech work yet, but will have to.   Steven Tiezzi noted the conversations with D.O.T. over the last two years has been coordination of final elevations of the bridge in order to coordinate the bridge with the town road.  Mr. Tiezzi noted one of the reasons for meeting with D.O.T. over the years has been to talk about curb lines, grades, elevations.  Tiezzi noted he needs to be involved in any future meetings.

Mr. Kent noted he spoke to the Fire Marshal who indicated all parking spaces on Main Street should be removed.  His main concern is there are no fire walls between the buildings.  He didn't have much of an issue with the overhead power lines.  

Street Tree Options

Mr. Kent noted the trees of concern are along Main Street.  There are very strict constraints on what can be planted.  The list of trees that are suitable is very short – Paper Bark Maple, Hedge Maple, Japanese Lilac and Callery Pear.  Mr. Kent noted the optimum space for these trees would be 4' x 8'.  He further noted the roots of the trees must be able to grow out under the sidewalk.  There was a brief discussion regarding the use of native trees.

Street Lights

Mr. Kent noted they cannot obtain an exact replica of the existing fixtures.  What is available is a cast aluminum traditional design similar to the original with a glass metal lantern.  He reviewed the Period Light Fixture (Sternberg 9623TF Colonial Series) which is an historic four sided fixture.  Chuck Mueller asked if Mr. Kent had been in touch with Scofield Lighting with regard to retro fitting the existing fixtures.  Mr. Kent replied no.  Mr. Schroeder noted the high pressure sodium light is not incandescent but has a warmer glow.  Mr. Kent noted the LED's are evolving and getting better every day.  

Benches

Mr. Kent noted there are a lot of choices with benches – traditional, contemporary, artist painted, artist created.  Mr. Kent noted he had a conversation with the Peter and Janet Good and Carol LeWitt. The sentiment was that involving artists with benches is problematic at best for several reasons.  Chester already has so much architectural variety and is such an eclectic place.  Something neutral for benches and other pieces of street furniture might be best so the real center of attention in Chester is the buildings.  Mr. Mueller suggested going back and reading the survey.  Mr. Kent noted most who replied wanted more benches and more places to sit.  

Litter Receptacles

Mr. Kent reviewed choices of trash receptacles.  

Bike Racks

Mr. Kent noted there is a large population of cyclists that either live here or pass through Chester.  There is a need for a lot of bike racks and they should be as convenient as parking spaces.  

Wayfinding Signage

Mr. Kent noted C and G is collaborating with them and thinking of themes that would be appropriate.  There are 3 basic types that were reviewed – roadway signs, sidewalk signs, information kiosks/maps.  They agreed there should be some centralized node for the information kiosks/maps.  The location should be agreed upon first and then its content.  Mr. Kent noted the determination of the appropriate type of sign and location needs to be a part of the Master Plan.  

Public Art

Mr. Kent noted there has been an interest in whether or not there is a role for public art on the streets or sidewalk.  He reviewed several forms and ideas of public art using some of the town's history.  Mr. Kent also noted there is an historical water trough that might be utilized in some way.  Also, the new Main Street Bridge will overlook the brook.  

Drawings from Last Meeting

Mr. Kent briefly reviewed the drawings distributed at the last meeting – Existing Conditions Pedestrian, Bicycle & Transit, Existing Conditions Vehicular Circulation & Parking, Wayfinding Issues, Lighting, Zoning, Public Lands & Open Space, Solar Orientation & Vegetation.  

Mr. Kent noted they would like to encourage more use of the Maple Street Lot.  One thing is to improve the walkway to Main Street and the parking lot.  It was suggested possibly putting up a small building (possibly for commercial use) in the Maple Street parking lot to encourage people to park there and use it as a destination point.  There was discussion as to how the walkway would be improved.  Mr. Kent noted he didn't see any potential for a sidewalk on the south side of Main Street.  

Mr. Kent next reviewed wayfinding issues and potential locations for signage.  

Mr. Kent next reviewed several issues having to do with pedestrian crosswalks (or lack of), signage, sidewalks (most people not interested in decorative sidewalks), trees (diseased trees need to be replaced, could trees be clustered), handicap parking, flagpole circle, drainage problems, parking spaces, width of Main Street, width of sidewalks, bicycle parking, street lighting, intersection of Route 148/Main Street, granite curbing, grades and elevations.

Mr. Kent distributed and reviewed copies of Scheme 1 and Scheme 2.  There was much discussion regarding possible changes to the intersection at Route 148/Main Street/North Main Street.  With Scheme 2, it was noted some parts of the sidewalk were widened to 10 feet.  Public spaces were reviewed.  

Anyone with further comments should send them by email.  

It was agreed there should be a couple of options presented at the public meeting.  

5.  Discussion and Scheduling of Public Presentation

A tentative date of November 8th was set for a public meeting, pending location availability.

The next Committee meeting is October 23, 2012.

6.  Bills for Payment

Motion made and seconded to approve invoice of Kent & Frost in the amount of $12,755.00.  Voting in favor – Tiezzi, Bisacky, Schroeder, King, Zanardi, Mueller, Joplin. Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

7.  Any Other Business

8.  Approval of Minutes

Motion made and seconded to approve August 28, 2012 Minutes with the following correction – Page 2, 6th paragraph, 1st sentence should read, "Mr. Rossman noted what is lacking right now is from curb face to building face."  Voting in favor - Tiezzi, Bisacky, Schroeder, King, Zanardi, Mueller, Joplin. Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

9.  Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for October 23, 2012.

10.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary


