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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Planning & Zoning Commission held its regular meeting on Thursday, February 14, 2013, at the Chester Meeting House, 4 Liberty Street, Chester, Connecticut.  Chairman Lavy called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

2.  Roll Call & Seating of Alternates

Those in attendance and seated were Jon Lavy, Michael Sanders, Sally Murray, Steven Merola, Errol Horner, Henry Krempel, Peter Kehayias, Doreen Joslow, Sarah Jansen (seated for K. Scherber).  Melvin Seifert (non-seated alternate) was also present.

3.  Audience of Citizens – none.

4.  Old Business


(a) Update on Proposed Changes to Section 72 – Controlled Development District and Section 80 – Research and Light Manufacturing District

Chairman Lavy noted Commission Counsel has reviewed the proposed changes and submitted his recommendations.  Copies were distributed.  Chairman Lavy urged all members to review these changes for the next meeting.


(b) Update on Proposed Regulation Changes – continuing review


(c) Application Fees

Nothing further to report on above two items.


(d) Sign Inventory Task Force – update

Copies of Sign Regulations from the Towns of Stonington (Mystic), Guilford and Lyme were distributed.  Errol Horner suggested looking at the Design District from the Borough of Stonington rather than the Town of Stonington.  The question was raised as to whether or not the sign regs as a whole need to be cleaned up.  ZCO Brown noted there are no specific sign regulations for the Village District, Controlled Development District or Research & Light Manufacturing.  Currently, the regulations state these signs are permitted by Special Exception only.  If they were specifically called out in the sign regulations, they could be permitted by zoning permit and not require someone to come back in for a Special Exception.  Melvin Seifert agreed these should probably be by zoning permit and not Special Exception.  Mr. Seifert suggested working on the Village District first and then maybe applying that to the the CDD and RLM Districts.  Seifert also noted he would be happy to assist in drafting these regs once it gets to that point.  It was agreed the Sign Inventory Task Force will report back to the Commission at the next meeting.  The Task Force consists of Errol Horner, Sarah Jansen, Peter Kehayias and Keith Scherber.  Mr. Horner will email the link to the Borough of Stonington to Commission members.

Sarah Jansen noted she spoke to Gregg Cook as to how he came up with the "directory sign" at 4 Water Street and what formula he used.  Mr. Cook noted he designed that sign years ago using the sign regulations, but the regs were in 3 different places.  

5.  New Business


(a) Review of Public Meeting Process

Chairman Lavy briefly reviewed the public meeting process.  He noted the public is allowed to speak at a public meeting.  He further noted the ZCO had inquired of Commission Counsel if it had to allow everyone who wished to speak do so, or whether the process could be shortened (due to the number of people present) and was advised everyone has the right to speak.  A limit can be set as to the amount of time they have to speak.  Chairman Lavy reviewed timing of applications and public hearings.  He also noted there has to be a quorum at every meeting and it has to be the same people.  Sally Murray reminded everyone that Commission members are not allowed to discuss these matters outside of the public hearing with the public.  ZCO Brown noted all completed applications submitted to the Commission must be heard regardless of what they are.  Mr. Seifert also reminded everyone that Commission members need to be careful with emails as this is all public record.  

6.  Report of Officers and Subcommittees


(a) Report from Zoning Compliance Officer

ZCO Brown noted things have been pretty quiet in January.  Aaron Manor has submitted application to the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency for facility expansion.  Once they get through IWWA, they will be submitting to Planning & Zoning.  Next month there will be a Section 8-24 Referral for Town of Chester, Park & Recreation Commission, for a storage shed at Pelletier Park.  They are currently before the Inland Wetlands Agency and will also have to go before the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance.

7.  Bills for Payment – none.

8.  Communications, Receipt of New Petitions, New Applications

An Amendment to Approved Special Exception #11-03, 56 Middlesex Avenue LLC, to change the wording of Condition #14 was received.  This was scheduled for public hearing on Thursday, March 14, 2013.    

9.  Approval of Minutes – January 10, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion by Murray, second by Krempel, to approve January 10, 2013 Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Murray, Krempel, Sanders, Merola, Horner, Kehayias, Jansen, Lavy.  Opposed – none.  Abstained – Joslow.  Motion Carried.

10.  Pending Litigation – nothing further to report.

11.  Adjournment

Motion by Joslow, second by Krempel, to adjourn at 8:10 PM.  Voting in favor – Joslow, Krempel, Murray, Sanders, Merola, Horner, Kehayias, Jansen, Lavy.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Sally Murray /jrb

Sally Murray, Secretary


