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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Planning & Zoning Commission held its regular meeting on Thursday, September 10, 2015, at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, CT.  Chairman Lavy called the meeting to order at 7:56 PM immediately following 2 public hearings.  

2.  Roll Call & Seating of Alternates

Members in attendance were Jon Lavy, Mel Seifert, Sally Murray, Steven Merola, Keith Scherber, Peter Zanardi and Doreen Joslow.

3.  Audience of Citizens

Carolyn Lynn was in the audience.

4.  Old Business


(a) Application for Special Exception #15-07 submitted by 

Skyview Properties LLC (owner/applicant) for storage of 

personal belongings, materials, business inventory, 


vehicles, tractors, trailers and equipment, on property 

located at 59 Winthrop Road (Tax Map 17, Lot 27, Zone 


Research & Light Manufacturing).

Chairman Lavy noted the public hearing was continued until next month.


(b) Petition for Amendments to Zoning Regulations



Add Section 73.8.5 Signage, Chester Village District



Add Section 20-Definitions – Sign, Sign Face



Add Section 111.A.1 Permits



Add Section 111.A.13 Window Signs



Add Section 111.D.4 Chester Village District

A public hearing was held prior to this meeting.  Chairman Lavy explained the reasons why the Commission should adopt these new signage regulations.  He explained when the original Chester Village District regulation was adopted, it did not include signage for the Village.  This district was previously a Commercial District and the regulation pertaining to Commercial has been used as a guideline in the meantime.  It was time to bring the Chester Village District and signage into compliance with one another.  The Village District is no longer a Commercial District.  

Motion by Seifert, second by Murray, to approve Amendments to Zoning Regulations by adding Sections 73.8.5 Signage – Chester Village District; 20 Definitions, Sign and Sign Face; 111.A.1 Permits; 111.A.13 Window Signs; and 111.D.4 Chester Village District with minor typographical changes discussed during the public hearing, with an effective date of October 15, 2015.  Voting in favor – Lavy, Seifert, Murray, Merola, Zanardi, Joslow, Scherber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.
Reasons for adopting this new regulation were enumerated above by Chairman Lavy.


(d) Application Fees – continuing review – nothing further at this time.


(e) Proposed Marijuana Regulations – continuing review

Sally Murray noted she edited the proposed Marijuana Regulations based on Attorney Royston's comments and recommendations.  Keith Scherber asked what the purpose of this regulation was.  Mel Seifert noted if the State says it can be done, then this regulation would stipulate where it could go in the Town of Chester.  Mr. Scherber didn't see why there needed to be a separate regulation.  The Town should just do nothing and let the State handle it.  Its an agricultural product.  


Chairman Lavy noted the Commission's job is Planning as well as Zoning and we have to plan for the future which is going to include medical marijuana.  Lavy noted the Commission must be out in front of things and not just reactive.  Its a demanding job to be a planner.

Mel Seifert noted at some time marijuana is also going to be approved as a recreational use as well as medical.  The Town is better off saying where it should go.  The risk of not doing anything is that it might end up in a residential back yard.  We are taking a big risk of someone putting it where we don't want it.  

It was noted the State regs are very stringent.

Keith Scherber noted for the record he didn't agree with this at all.

Chairman Lavy asked members if they were ready to move this forward to a public hearing.  Everyone except Keith Scherber was in favor of holding a public hearing.  The hearing was scheduled for November.

The question was asked if this goes to public hearing and the public is opposed, what are the Commission's options.  It was noted it could be approved, disapproved or withdrawn.  

Chairman Lavy noted he would like Attorney Royston to draft something for the presentation of this and the facts.

There were a couple minor typographical changes which Sally will edit.

5.  New Business

Keith Scherber noted it has been suggested the public should be more involved in things.  Why can't our Notices of Public Hearing be on the website.

6.  Report of Officers and Subcommittees


(a) Report from Zoning Compliance Officer – nothing to report.

7.  Bills for Payment – none.

8.  Communications, Receipt of New Petitions, New Applications – none.

9.  Approval of Minutes – August 13, 2015 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes
Motion by Murray, second by Joslow, to approve August 13, 2015 Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Lavy, Seifert, Murray, Merola, Zanardi, Joslow.  Opposed – none.  Abstained – Scherber.  Motion Carried.
10.  Pending Litigation – nothing further at this time.

11.  Adjournment
Motion by Murray, second by Seifert, to adjourn at 8:25 PM.  Voting in favor – Lavy, Seifert, Murray, Merola, Zanardi, Joslow, Scherber.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.



Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
