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The Chester Planning & Zoning Commission conducted a site walk at 72 Railroad Avenue, Chester, Connecticut on Monday, August 5, 2013.  Those members in attendance were Jon Lavy, Sally Murray, Errol Horner, Peter Kehayias, Keith Scherber, Henry Krempel and Sarah Jansen.  Judy Brown, Zoning Compliance Officer, was also present.  

Representatives in attendance on behalf of the applicant were Tom Metcalf, Steve Karlson and Dave Cronin.  

The site walk began at 6:10 PM.  Everyone met in the area of the building to be reconstructed.  

Tom Metcalf pointed out the area of the building that the previously existing restaurant occupied.  There were visible marks on the floor where the counter stools had been located.  He also reviewed the area behind the wall which was the kitchen.  He pointed out the areas where the prep sink, plumbing, refrigeration, furnace and bathrooms had been located.  He also pointed out a concrete slab that was extended for a distance which corresponded to the area of the insulation in the roof.  The rest of the building was dirt floor and no insulation and used for marine storage.

Mr. Metcalf pointed out the location of the new restaurant entrance as well as the stairs to the second floor which was not part of the restaurant.  Sarah Jansen asked if the second floor was not a banquet room for the restaurant.  Steve Karlson replied no, it was a meeting room for classes.  

Mr. Metcalf noted everything shown on the plan is still within the same footprint of the existing building.  He pointed out the new finished floor elevation.  

Mr. Metcalf pointed out the area for parking.  Parking will be marked for restaurant use and marine use.  He noted the current entrance encroaches on adjacent property and will be moved down about 25 feet.  Restaurant access will be to the left and marine use will go straight ahead.  

Mr. Metcalf pointed out the sidewalk area that was eliminated at the request of the Inland Wetlands Agency.  Errol Horner asked what the reason was for the sidewalk elimination.  Mr. Metcalf noted the IWA felt it lessened the impervious area. 

Commission members walked around the outside of the building.  Metcalf pointed out where the retaining wall would be on the driveway side of the building.  The back side of the building was reviewed.  

Mr. Metcalf pointed out where signage, trees, plantings, permeable pavers, etc. would be located.  He indicated the Gateway Commission had requested additional trees be planted.  

Mr. Metcalf pointed out where the existing septic system was located and that the State is requiring them to raise that system 12".  Metcalf indicated he reviewed this with Anna Sweeney, Wetlands Compliance Officer, who stated no further permitting would be required from the IWA for that work.  

Mr. Metcalf pointed out the location of silt fencing and erosion control.

Chairman Lavy asked Mr. Metcalf to provide additional information at the next meeting regarding number of trucks, duration for the trucks and quantity of material being trucked out and fill brought in.  Mr. Metcalf pointed out the location of the tracking pad to be used at the entrance for construction vehicles.  

Mr. Metcalf pointed out the overhead utilities would all be put underground.

Mr. Kehayias asked if this area had any soil contamination.  Steve Karlson noted they have been dealing with the cleanup now for about 4 years and this continues to be ongoing.  There was nothing in this immediate area that rose to any concern.  It was noted test holes had been done in this area and witnessed by the sanitarian.  Mr. Metcalf noted this property is serviced by public water supply.  

Mr. Metcalf once again pointed out the parking area.

The height of the building was noted.  Existing building is 18 feet and proposed building will be 35 feet from the existing grade.

The site walk concluded at 6:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Sally Murray
/jrb


Sally Murray, Secretary


