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Special Meeting, June 13, 2013
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1.  Call to Order

The Chester Planning & Zoning Commission held a Special Meeting at the Chester Town Hall, 203 Middlesex Avenue, Chester, Connecticut on Thursday, June 13, 2013,  Chairman Lavy called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM.

2.  Roll Call & Seating of Alternates

Members in attendance and seated were Jon Lavy, Michael Sanders, Steven Merola, Errol Horner, Henry Krempel, Peter Kehayias, Doreen Joslow, Sarah Jansen (seated for S. Murray) and Robert Bibbiani (seated for K. Scherber).

3.  Audience of Citizens – none.

4.  Old Business

(a) Update on Proposed Changes to Section 72 – Controlled Development District and Section 80 – Research and Light Manufacturing District

Chairman Lavy noted this is being reviewed a final time by Attorney Royston.  It is anticipated a public hearing will be held at the September 2013 Planning & Zoning Meeting.

(b) Update on Proposed Regulation Changes – continuing review

(c) Application Fees – continuing review

Nothing further relative to these two agenda items.  Chairman Lavy and ZCO working to put together a package of regulations changes and updates.

(d) Sign Inventory Task Force - update

Errol Horner distributed copies of sign regulations both from the Town of Chester and the Borough of Stonington.  He recommended members read through both and this will be discussed in detail at the next Planning & Zoning Meeting.

5.  New Business

(a) Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan – presentation by Jeremy DeCarli, RiverCog

Jeremy DeCarli distributed some information on what a Hazard Mitigation Plan is and grants available.  Mr. DeCarli noted this is a FEMA required Plan.  There are certain grants available through the Federal Government against natural hazards – hurricanes, floods, winter storms, etc.  They come through the State first and provide money for the town to take care of certain projects.  A list of projects is developed for the Town to apply for grants to pay for some of these projects.  In order to get that funding there needs to be a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan in place.  RiverCog applied about a year and half ago to do updates for all the participating towns.  Updates are due every five years.  Mr. DeCarli noted there is quite a bit of money currently available in the State.  He asked if there was anyone on the Commission willing to serve on a technical advisory committee to work with himself and the ZCO and other town officials.  He indicated its good to have people on this committee that live in town and know the issues and where the roads flood or washout, etc.  Eventually either a survey or town meeting will be held.  Once the plan is drafted it will come back to the Commission for review, then to the State, then to FEMA and then back to the Town for adoption.  A copy of the old plan from 2006 had been emailed to everyone with some updates.  The time line for this is as quick as possible because it is past the five years update.  Mr. DeCarli reviewed a list of projects from the previous plan as well as samples from other towns that may be appropriate for Chester.  He noted there have been five disaster declarations in the last year and a half and there are funds available for projects.  Turnaround time for State and FEMA reviews are quite timely at the moment.  Mr. DeCarli noted if the Town wants to apply for grants, the projects must be on the list.  The list could include projects on both town and privately owned properties.  Some items include flooding, power outages, tree trimming, etc.

Michael Sanders, Jon Lavy and Sarah Jansen volunteered to serve on the technical advisory committee.  

6.  Report of Officers and Subcommittees

(a) Report from Zoning Compliance Officer

Chairman Lavy noted he and the ZCO met with Attorney Dave Royston and a follow up letter was sent to Olsen Sanitation.  Chairman Lavy read said letter into the record dated May 31, 2013.

Chairman Lavy noted he and the ZCO were still discussing the issues raised at 56 Middlesex Avenue with Attorney Royston.

7.  Bills for Payment

Motion by Joslow, second by Merola, to approve invoice of J. Brown Associates in the amount of $1,100 for secretarial services for meetings for the period September 2012 to February 2013.  Voting in favor – Joslow, Merola, Sanders, Horner, Krempel, Kehayias, Jansen, Bibbiani, Lavy.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

8.  Communications, Receipt of New Petitions, New Applications

(a) Aaron Manor – application to amend the Plan of Conservation & Development

Al Wolfgram, engineer for Aaron Manor, explained an expansion project at Aaron Manor is the reason for this request.  He explained the original town sewer system is no longer in place and there is a new sewer shed area approved by the Water Pollution Control Authority.  Aaron Manor had submitted an application to the Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency for a new septic system and that Agency has asked if a reasonable alternative would be to connect to the town's sewer system rather than do a new on site septic system.  Mr. Wolfgram explained there are a lot of agencies to go through to accomplish this, but the first one is to amend the Town's Plan of Conservation & Development to update the information relative to the current sewer system which connects to Deep River.  He reiterated the Inland Wetlands Agency has asked if this alternative to hooking up to the Town's sewer system would be feasible.  They withdrew their application to the IWA for a new on site sewer system and are now going forward with this process.  

It was noted the Commission will discuss the procedure for updating the POCD with Commission Counsel, but it is anticipated there probably will be a public hearing for this in September.  

Errol Horner noted he thought there was a moratorium on any further connections to the Town sewer system and this should be researched.  

9.  Approval of Minutes –  May 9, 2013 

Motion by Joslow, second by Krempel, to approve May 9, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Joslow, Krempel, Sanders, Jansen, Merola, Lavy.  Opposed – none.  Abstained – Bibbiani, Kehayias, Horner.  Motion Carried.

Motion by Joslow, second by Krempel, to approve May 9, 2013 Public Hearing Minutes as written.  Voting in favor – Joslow, Krempel, Sanders, Jansen, Merola, Lavy.  Opposed – none.  Abstained – Bibbiani, Kehayias, Horner.  Motion Carried.

10.  Pending Litigation – nothing further to report.

11.  Adjournment






Motion by Joslow, second by Jansen, to adjourn at 8:35 PM.  Voting in favor – Joslow, Jansen, Krempel, Sanders, Merola, Bibbiani, Kehayias, Horner, Lavy.  Opposed – none.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
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Judith R. Brown, Recording Secretary
