Disaster Planning Tips for Birds

BIRDS … Co-Sheltering
Humane Society of the United States
Area pet shelters, adjacent to people shelters have yet to be defined.  You should assume when they are and you have to use them,  Your responsibilities will be to take care of your animal, including, feeding, exercising, medications, and cleaning the cage.  So be prepared.  Below is a check list for preparing and maintaining your Pet Go-Kit.
· Transport in a secure travel cage or carrier.  Special cardboard carriers may be available from some vets or pet supply stores. Write your name and address on the carrier using an indelible marker, or on a tag attached to the carrier or cage. 
·  In cold weather, wrap a blanket over the carrier and warm up the car before placing birds inside. 
· During warm weather, carry a plant mister to mist the birds' feathers periodically. 
· Do not put water inside the carrier during transport. Provide a few slices of fresh fruits and vegetables with high water content.
· Have a photo for identification and leg bands.
·  If the carrier does not have a perch, line it with paper towels and change them frequently. 
· Try to keep the carrier in a quiet area.
· B ring newspapers or other bird-safe, easily disposable cage/carrier lining. 
·  Do not let the birds out of the cage or carrier.
· CAGE COVERS: old sheets or large towels work well. An emergency cover is a good idea because in the shelter other birds and animals may be visible to your bird, adding stress to an already upsetting environment. 
· CAGE TOYS: select something familiar from the regular cage, or similar to normal cage toys. This can help ease the turmoil of evacuation or special sheltering conditions. 
· FOOD: store a seven-day supply. Pelleted diets, dehydrated fruits and vegetables, pasta, seeds, and other "dry" foods should be kept in airtight containers. On a regular basis, rotate the emergency food into the daily food supply and store fresh food in the emergency containers. Do not assume that there will be cooking facilities available for special foods; if you shelter at home, you may not have power or gas for refrigeration or cooking, and an emergency shelter may not have a kitchen at all. You should also provide the animal feeding schedule.
· MEDICINES: keep all pet medicines in one location at home, preferably in a waterproof container which can be put into your Pet Go_kit. Store special instructions for administering medications and any other important medical history with the medicine, or with the identification documentation. 

· BIRD IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTATION: ideally, have two photographs of each bird; you keep one, the other goes with the bird. You can write important information on the back of each photo, such as your name; phone number; address; a description of the bird; the name of the bird; microchip ID if appropriate; tattoo ID if appropriate; pet insurance policy number; leg band numbers; and any other information which links your bird to you. 

· BABY BIRD SUPPLIES: if you have breeding pairs of birds, plan for baby bird emergency supplies as well. Store and periodically rotate a supply of hand feeding formula. Also store a supply of syringes, spoons, pipettes, or whatever is used to feed the babies. Set aside some type of portable, durable emergency brooder for the babies, such as 2-1/2 gallon buckets or plastic containers. Also, consider a heat source for the babies: a heating pad is OK if electricity is available; a hot water bottle can also be used if there is a way to heat water; a third alternative is a chemical "heat pack" which can be stored until needed. 

· , medical conditions, behavior problems, and the name and number of your veterinarian.
BIRDS…Shelter –in-Place

· WATER: 1 to 2 quarts per day for large birds, for drinking and bathing. A good rule of thumb: keep track of how much water you give your birds each day, double that amount, and store a seven-day supply. 
· FOOD: stockpile a seven-day supply. Pelleted diets, dehydrated fruits and vegetables, pasta, seeds, and other "dry" foods should be kept in airtight containers. On a regular basis, rotate the emergency food into the daily food supply and store fresh food in the emergency containers. You may not have power or gas for refrigeration or cooking. 

· SPRAY BOTTLE: for cleaning and misting the birds 

· DISHES: something non-breakable and easily cleaned for FOOD AND WATER 
· Cage cleaning and disinfectant:   BIRD-SAFE DISINFECTANT: Nolvasan, a 1:20 bleach:water solution, OxyFresh.  Use a  product you are familiar with as your emergency disinfectant. 
· CAGE COVERS: old sheets or large towels work well. Blankets may be more appropriate for cold weather emergencies. Even if you do not normally cover your bird at night, an emergency cover is a good idea in an already upsetting environment. 
· NEWSPAPER: or other bird-safe, easily disposable cage/carrier lining. 
· MEDICINES: keep all pet medicines in one location at home, preferably in a waterproof container which can be put into your Pet Go_kit. Store special instructions for administering medications and any other important medical history with the medicine, or with the identification documentation. 
· AVIAN FIRST AID KIT: this can be the general kit for use at home, or preferably, an emergency kit stored with the other emergency supplies.  AVIAN FIRST AID KIT 
· BIRD IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTATION: ideally, have two photographs of each bird; you keep one, the other goes with the bird. You can write important information on the back of each photo, such as your name; phone number; address; a description of the bird; the name of the bird; microchip ID if appropriate; tattoo ID if appropriate; pet insurance policy number; leg band numbers; and any other information which links your bird to you. 
· BABY BIRD SUPPLIES: if you have breeding pairs of birds, plan for baby bird emergency supplies as well. Store and periodically rotate a supply of hand feeding formula. Also store a supply of syringes, spoons, pipettes, or whatever is used to feed the babies. Set aside some type of portable, durable emergency brooder for the babies, such as 2-1/2 gallon buckets or plastic containers. Also, consider a heat source for the babies: a heating pad is OK if electricity is available; a hot water bottle can also be used if there is a way to heat water; a third alternative is a chemical "heat pack" which can be stored until needed. 

  

SPECIAL NOTICE TO PET SHOP OWNERS, PRIVATE FACILITIES OR SHELTERS HOUSING BIRDS:

State Statute 19a-221

Animal Diseases 
The act requires every veterinarian, livestock owner, veterinary diagnostic laboratory director, or other person that cares for animals to report animals having or suspected of having any disease that may be caused by bioterrorism. The report must be made in writing within 24 hours to the public health authority and must include as much of the following information as is available: the animal's suspected location, the name and address of any known owner, and the reporting individual's name and address.
Though not in the State Statute specifically, if any fowl is imported from a restricted country, that is suspect of being H5N1 contaminated (or any other “listed” communicable disease); this statute would apply and it is reportable.
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