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The Chester Library Board of Trustees held a Public Informational Meeting on Wednesday, March 13, 2013, at the Chester Meeting House, 4 Liberty Street, Chester, Connecticut.   Present:   Terry Schreiber, Chair; Cary Hull, Deedee Prisloe, Linda Fox, Library Director.  Guest:  Architect Ken Best.  Arriving later:   Molly Lund.   Absent:  Sandy Senior-Dauer, Peggy Carter Ward.  Audience of 27 Citizens.  Chairman Schreiber called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

Linda Fox reviewed the purpose of the Community Conversations and provided a brief recap of the history of the project.  During the library’s 2009 Community Needs Assessment, 201 community surveys were completed:  54% of respondents wanted the existing facility improved, 51% wanted the current building expanded, and 52% wanted to “stay ahead of the curve technologically”.  Four focus groups were held in 2009:  When asked what they liked least about the library, most of the participants’ comments were building related:  Treacherous stairs, unattractive basement, lack of handicapped or stroller access.

Key points brought up at the last conversation which will be addressed tonite include:

· Concerns about preserving the architecture of the existing building

· Desire to explore possibility of building new

· Possibility of regionalizing with Deep River

Terry Schreiber spoke to the idea of regionalization reporting that First Selectman, Ed Meehan has spoken with DR First Selectman, Dick Smith who did not rule out the idea but noted the need for a study committee.  The new DR Library Director reports that the library is exploring options to increase their space.  Regionalization is not an option the Trustees are actively pursuing.

Ken Best reviewed the project from the initial ‘terrace concept’ which had a major addition on the east side, through the concept drawings presented on February 16, which included additions to both the east and west sides of the building.  Based on comments made at the first Conversation and in consultation with the Trustees, he revised the ‘terrace concept’ so that it preserves as much as possible of the western façade while still expanding the building by about 2000 s.f.   The pros and cons of this revised concept were presented.

Noting that it is unusual to design a building without an identified site, Mr. Best shared a very preliminary drawing of a one story, slab-on-grade building, which at about 5500 s.f., is larger than the potentially expanded current building would be and provides outdoor access to program space for use when the library is closed, and slightly more staff work space.

An extended period of comment followed regarding:

· Internal and external features of “terrace” concept: need for computers, tutoring space, ample staff work space, desire to preserve existing ceiling detail on main level,  need for natural light in lower level

· Comparative square footage of a new building (5500 s.f.) vs. renovation of existing  building (resulting in 4000 s.f.),  desirability of larger, more flexible space vs. smaller aesthetically pleasing one, planning for the long-term, caution about overbuilding ( is the design too big for the property?)

· Availability of town sewer instead of septic system.  

· Accessibility features , safety exits from lower level

· Costs of new construction estimated at about $350.00/s.f. not including site vs. renovation at about $460-$480.00/s.f., which includes restoring existing finishes, etc.).  Caution that cost estimates are very preliminary at this point; costs for construction on an unknown site are very unpredictable.

· Considering other options for land/building space such as St. Joes, Chester Elementary & North Quarter Park

· Recommendation that new library be built at North Quarter Park as per concept included in 2009 Plan of Conservation and Development.

· Time now to select an approach and go with it.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Fox


