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Chester Library Board of Trustees Board Meeting 

September 14, 2015 

Members present:  Deedee Prisloe, Peggy Carter-Ward, Sandy Senior-Dauer, Terry Schreiber, Denny Tovey 

Members absent:  Bob Gorman 

In attendance:  Linda Fox, Head Librarian, Cary Hull, Friends of the library, and Cynthia Clegg, Middlesex Foundation 

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Schreiber at 7:30 

The secretary and the treasurer's reports were approved. 

Cynthia Clegg, the executive director of the Community Foundation of Middlesex County, shared her expertise on grant writing and other Chester library needs.  She gave us advice on how to conduct a capital campaign and all of the ways that CFMC would be available to assist us.  She suggested that the biggest hurdle was the agreement, but they offer advice and support at every step of the way.  She provided many examples and practical suggestions for advancing our campaign. 

We have a small committee for a fundraising campaign, and we need others. Cary suggested Karen Hubbard as a committee member. 

Denny Tovey reported on the Sept. 2 Building Committee meeting and the confusion from the June 24th meeting.  Drayton, the architect, presented inside and outside designs for the projected library, and the comments were all over the place, but many liked the plans. 

Denny said that Ed Meehan, first selectman, felt that a May referendum might be appropriate, and a design might be approved by the committee by February.  There were many questions, the Building committee meets again next week. 
There was a rather odd discussion about changing the name of the library to include "community'.  No decision. 

Linda reported that summer programs were extremely successful, particularly a high school program for which 45 students signed up. 

The job description for the new children's librarian goes out on the 17th of Sept and applicants need to submit by Sept. 30. 

August downloads were up, especially for periodicals.  

An Ivoryton author, AMERICAN STEAM,  will talk on Sept. 28. 

A  two night book discussion on Harper Lee's GO SET A WATCHMAN is upcoming. 

Knitters are knitting again and children are knitting. 

Cary, representing the Friends, is writing a grant to build a computer bar in the present library with two stations.  There was a $5,000 donation to the library, and Cary is writing to match those funds to create this computer station. 

The Friends are selling raffle tickets for three prizes and will be at the Farmer's Market on Sept 20 and at Come Home to Chester Night on Sept. 18. 

A bike rack, red, will be outside soon, purchased with last year's raffle money.  

Halloween is on a Sat. this year.  The Library will have a table downtown and pass out bookmarks. 

The Friends, much credit to Diane Lindsay, sold $850 worth of books at the Chester Fair this year.  

The Friends are now collecting REALLY good quality books for the Holiday fair in December. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:l5 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Senior-Dauer 
Vice-Chair, and not so good secretary, but FREE!
