
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

(the “E-Team”)

December 10, 2012

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Roger Koontz, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques*, Peter Harding, Ed Meehan (ex officio)            (* = not in attendance)     

Guests: none

 Meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on November 19, 2012 were approved.

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. Solar Array for Elementary School.

Rob Schmitt of CEFIA is arranging a meeting at the school for potential bidders to examine the site so that he can generate a request for proposals.  

4.  Streetlights.
a.  Sandy will contact the State to determine if there are standards for light intensity and placement.

b. Sandy will send Ed M streetlight comments received at the Land Trust annual meeting.

c. Mark Bolton is helping Sandy research the possibility of  participating in the CCM  or COST programs for streetlight urchase and management.  Chester is not presently a member of either organization.

5.  Solar Proposals
a.  Team discussed the two programs-- SoalrizeCT (state CEFIA) and CT Solar Challenge (Aegis).  

b. Rick will talk to Rob Schmitt to determine:

1)      Do we need to resubmit the application for SolarizeCT if we are not going to partner with another town?

2)    What have been results of the program in Durham and in Westport? (Obtain contacts in each town if possible)

3)    How much money is left in the Step 2 fund?  and will rebates and incentives be offered preferentially to SolarizeCT towns?  Will rebates be processed based on date of submission?

c.  Peter will speak to Aegis/CT Solar Challenge:

1)    Ensure that water heating systems (DHW) are included

2)    The possibility of trading the 1kW municipal system for greater rebates to signups to further reduce the price.

3)     If many towns sign onto the CT Solar Challenge, what can be done to prevent dilution of support from Aegis?

Solar proposals (cont’d)

d.  Ed M will check with the town attorney to determine whether there are any problems with the town-required bidding system or any other problems with signing a contract.  Note:  The proposal does not require expenditure of any town funds.

6. PACE 
Ed M and the tax office are still researching the possible impact on staff.  The contractor (Quality Data) who supplies the tax record system for the town may have already been approached to madifyu their system to accommodate the program.  Hartford and Bridgeport have already implemented the PACE program.  

7.  HES
a.  The two requestors from Cherry Hill apartments had to reschedule until early January.  PR and further action will depend upon the success of their assessments.

b. Pat will call ERG to stress the urgency of scheduling Ed M’s assessment.  

8.  Clean Energy Communities program
a.  Ed will resign the town’s commitment letter at the time of his HES assessment.

b.  Rick will speak with Diana to determine

    1)  Did the town receive “points” for participation in two special events:  the Chester Fair and the Land Trust Annual meeting.

     2)  Did the town earn credit for its share of the PV system at JWMS.

     3)  What is the status of the program for direct entry of CL&P data into the EPA Portfolio Manager?

c.  Roger will document

     1)  A definitive statement of the 2010 Energy use baseline

     2)  What % of renewable energy is being provided to the town by its “provider”

     3)  Whether the program receives credit for its share of the JWMS PV array

     4)  What % of the elementary school electricity is likely to be produced by the PV system.

     5)  The energy which was used by the (former) Community Center.

Other Business
a.  Pat will investigate what rate the town will be paying for purchased electricity.

b.   Pat will send the schedule (first Mondays at 9:00 am) for E-Team meetings in 2013 to the Town Clerk

c. In March, the E-Team will review and update the Energy Roadmap.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM.

Next meeting Monday, 7 January at 9:00 AM

R.P. Holloway

