
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

 March 23, 2015 

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques*, Peter Harding*, Justin Hardy      (*=- not in attendance)

Ed Meehan (ex officio)      

Guests:  Cary Hull. Diana McCarthy-Bercury (Eversource)

 Meeting was preceded by the bi-weekly call with Marianne Graham of the Municipal Technical Assistance Program (MTA).  Discussion of how to report energy from PV systems so that total energy use can be included.  Discussion of incorporating our Chester Energy Roadmap into the MTA template.  Pat will send the following to Marianne who will have these incorporated.  

(1)  Highlighted passages of the Chester Energy Roadmap to be included.

(2)  Completed projects (audits, incentives, renewables, etc) 

(3)  A “wish list” of projects which the E-Team would like to accomplish. (Marianne encouraged us to make this list as inclusive as possible.)

The E-Team meetiong was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on March 16, 2015 were approved with the clarification that Curt from Solomon Energy would be attending the meeting on May 11.  

2.  Insulation of Town Hall.   Dave of  Nealon will attend  the E-Team meeting on April 13th.  Rick will invite Jim Racca (our Eversource contact for the MTA) to attend.

3.  Audience of citizens.    none

4. Open Discussion with Diana McCarthy-Bercury.

--  Bulb swaps (LED lamps 5/household in exchange for incandescent and CFL’s) have been very successful in other towns.  This would be a good use of our BIG funds.  Additional matching funds may be available from Eversource.  

   --  a bulb swap presents an opportunity to remind citizens of other opportunities, such as HES programs. It may be possible to host a collection of used computers and electronics at such an event.  

   --  Diana can help us by providing posters, bulk mailings, press releases to advertise the event.  Allow 4-6 weeks lead time.  

   --  discussion of energy conservation programs and major organizations in CT and the directions these are going in.   

    -- Eversource continues to recommend Lantern Energy for HES and SBEA initiatives, but only  promotes ERG for the IES (low-income HES) assessments.  

 --  Discussion of the “Energize Main Street” initiative and ways to promote it.  The possibility of an after-work reception for local businesses.  All E-Team members will research businesses in Chester which have accomplished successful energy-reduction projects in order to encourage at least one of these to attend a reception and present an endorsement.  Summer is a good time to hold an information session since A/C costs create a large increase in electrical energy use.  

   --  TechniArt may be able to have a table at one of the Chester Farmers Markets to demonstrate the wide range of LED products which are now available and to supply LED’s at reduced prices.  

   --  Consider re-activating the solar initiative in Chester now that leasing programs are available.  Discussion of yesterday’s article in the Hartford Courant about financing traps for leased systems when the house is sold.  

   --  reminder that the next MTA workshop will be held on May 19th.

   --  BIG grants are available to school organizastions, including regional schools.  The E-Team will pursue means of getting school “eco clubs” acitve.  

10.  Adjournment:  10:37 AM

11.    Next meeting  9:00 AM Monday, April 13th, 2015. 

R.P. Holloway

