
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

(the “E-Team”)

January 14, 2013

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Roger Koontz, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques, Peter Harding, Ed Meehan (ex officio)              

Guests: none

 Meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on December 10, 2012 were approved.

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. Solar Array for Elementary School. 

a.    CEFIA has arranged a meeting to allow potential solar installers to view the site on Tuesday, February 19th at 2:00 PM.  

b.  The E-Team wants to make sure that the school board receives recognition for promoting the solar array project.  Pat will call Mike Barile to determine how the Board of Ed (Wendy King) wishes to proceed with publicity.  

4.  CT Solar Challenge (“CTSC”)
a. A town meeting has been scheduled for January 23rd.  The agenda will include the proposal to accept the contract for the CTSC and additionally to fix the building permit fee for solar systems at $100.  This fixed fee will only be effective for the 6-month duration of the CTSC.  

b.  The team reviewed the proposed CTSC schedule, responsibilities, and what Aegis will provide to support marketing. 

1) It was decided that the “solar house” (a plastic model to indicate project progress) will be placed in front of the Library.  

2) Pat will act as project “liason”,  all other members of the team will be “ambassadors.”

3) Lynne will determine availability of the Meeting House for a kickoff meeting in early February.

4) All team members are asked to review the schedule and make recommendations.

5.  CPACE
a.  No word at present from Tax Office as to whether the system can handle this project.

b. Ed Meehan will see if the EDC (Economic Development Commission) could meet with CPACE representatives at the next meeting.  Representatives from the E-Team will also attend for information as well as to encourage the EDC to take the lead on the program.  Lynne will notify members of the E-Team of time and place.  Peter will investigate whether it would be useful to have a CEFIA representative attend.  

c. Sandy will check whether Old Saybrook has signed onto the CPACE program.

6.  HES - IES
a.  Two residents had assessments done in early January.  They are very enthusiastic.  

b.  Several additional candidates at Cherry Hill are reluctant to sign up largely because of the red tape required to prove income eligibility.  The E-Team discussed the possibility of using funds from the  Conservation Commission’s Innovation Grant to provide the co-pay, thereby bypassing the income eligibility question.  Sandy will obtain clarification from CEFIA (Schmitt) about the restrictions on the use of the grant, and whether responsibility for the grant should be transferred to the E-Team.  {Note:  Subsequently it was discovered that Chester’s Social Services department has funds available for this purpose.}

c.  Rick will determine to what extent Social Services can promote the income-eligible portion of the HES program.  

d. Rick will work with Diana M-B (CL&P) and ERG (HES contractor/partner) to set up a meeting with Cherry Hill residents to encourage signups.

e.  Ed is scheduled for an HES assessment this Thursday, January 17th.  Rick will coordinate with the Valley Courier and with Diana M-B (CL&P) for publicity.  

7.  Streetlights

a. Pat will invite CL&P streetlight representatives to the February E-Team meeting.

b. Ed will introduce the streetlight plan in budget meetings, starting with the BoF.

c. The proposed modifications will be publicized in the next issue of Chester Events.  Sandy will determine how best to present it in a format which will answer “how is this going to affect me?”  The article will solicit responses.  

8.  Electricity Rates and Suppliers for 2013

a.  Roger recommended that the Town contract with Choice Energy for 2013.  

b.  Roger and Lynne will author an article for Chester Events encuraging residents to evaluate supplier alternatives.   This information will also appear as a link on the Town webpage.  

c.  Sandy will continue to research whether the State DOT has standards for light intensity and placement.

9.  New Business

a.  At the March meeting, the E-Team will review and update the Energy Roadmap.

b.   Chester Events magazine

1)  Pat will provide information on the CT Solar Challenge.

2)  Rick will write an article on HES assessments.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:37.

Next meeting:   Monday, 11 February at 9:00 AM

R.P. Holloway

