
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

July 8, 2013

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Roger Koontz, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques, Peter Harding, Ed Meehan (ex officio)              

Guests:  Stephanie Mallozzi (ctsolarchallenge), Don Hanson

 Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on  June 10, 2013 were approved. 

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. CT Solar Challenge 
a. Status -- 10 projects completed, 2 pending, 2 in negotiation.

b. Stephanie will e-mail updated list of persons who originally expressed interest but are not responding to e-mails.  E-Team to follow up.  

c. Discussion of the possibility of a public forum during the summer by those who have had installations.  The goal would be to share experiences and to encourage those who have not yet decided.  Stephanie and Pat W. 

d. Stephanie will see if Aegis can locate information on inclusion in rebates and tax credits of tree work required to make solar practicable.  

e. Business Opportunities and CPACE

i. EDC (Economic Development Commission) wants to take lead for business applications.  Ed M and Pat W will speak with EDC co-chairs to arrange an infomrational luncheon with Aegis reps.  (After approval of CPACE at town meeting on July 23).  Rick will see if a representative from the CL&P Small Business Advantage program can attend or provide funding information.  

ii. Stephanie will follow up with Chapco as they had expressed interest in solar. 

iii.   Stephanie will determine if the August 31 cutoff date can be extended for business applications since vacations in summer months will likely delay decision-making. 

4. Old Business

e. Elementary School Solar System

i. Pat W to contact Mike Barile --  When is installation scheduled? 

ii. Publicity - PTA?, “Chalk-Talk” newsletter (Barile).  Stephanie can provide, if desired, information packages (“backpack express”) for students and families.

iii.   Stephanie will coordinate publicity with various local news publications.  Lynne will coordinate photos and text for an article in the next issue of Chester Events.  

iv.   Discussion about whether greater than 1 kW capacity could be obtained if it were decided to trade the entire earned 1 kW system for additional panels on the Elementary School.  Stephanie will speak with Chris to determine how much more capacity can be provided (as an equivalent to the earned 1 kW system) if this is done at the time of initial installation.   

f. HES signups and VRHS Eco-Club request for funds or credits

i. Rick will talk with Dan at ERG concerning Dan’s inquiry about a booth at this year’s Chester Fair.  Low return on time invested last year.  Rick will help coordinate for ERG if they decide to man a booth, but E-Team will not be able to help man the booth.  

ii. The E-Team wants to support the VRHS Eco Club, but felt that the $5000 proposed for a solar-powered trash compactor could be used in other ways which might be more effective in promoting clean energy.  No alternatives were suggested.

iii.   Financing for energy conservation measures:  (1) HES assessessments may be free for Sr Citizens, (2)   CL&P offers up to $3000 interest-free loans for insulation,     (3)  CPACE offers low-interest loans for any type of energy-saving improvement, up to 20-yr payback.  Applies to multifamily housing units.

iv.   Rick to talk with  Diana M-B (CL&P) about (1) where we stand on earning a Bright Ideas Grant, (2) How many assessments have been done in Chester,  (3) Status of the proposed town-wide letter, and (4) Is CL&P prepared to enter data directly into the revised EPA Portfolio Manager?

g. EPA Portfolio Manager update release has been reschedule for completion 7/17/13.  Roger will continue to enter data.  

h. The new Firehouse roof will be insulated.  

i. Streetlighting.  Ed M will have James G  send info on the traffic accident history.

j.  The Chester Energy Roadmap will be reviewed and updated in September.

k.  Rick to obtain estimated costs and scope for a Level III (most thorough) energy assessment for town buildings.  Department buy-in important before proceeding further.   Need to assess interest from elementary school and firehouse. 

5. Adjournment :  10:25.

6. Next meeting(s):  Aug 12 at 9:00 AM,

R.P. Holloway

