
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

(the “E-Team”)

September 10, 2012

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Roger Koontz, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques*, Peter Harding .    (* = not present)       

Guests:  None,     

 Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on August 13, 2012 were approved.

2.  Solar Array for Elementary School 

Peter presented a written recommendation for the town to finance the matching $8000 for the elementary school PV expansion.  In recommending that the town allocate funding from the returned Region 4 funding, the proposal emphasizes (a) how the project fits into the town-approved Energy Roadmap, (b) how it supports education, and (c) that it is financially advantageous.  Peter will send 3 copies of the proposal to Ed Meehan for discussion at the next BoS meeting so that they are prepared to present the proposal to the Board of Finance.  Roger, Peter and Pat will attend the BoS meeting to answer any questions.  

3.  HES- 

3.1  The Chester Fair booth yielded less than 25 signups at the Fair, however, additional signups are expected from those who took information.  Rick will track these.
Rick will work with Diana M-B at CL&P to develop a bulk mailing to Chester residents regarding the HES program.  This will include the CL&P HES color flyers as well as the “Reduce your Electric Bill” and the “Help Yourself, Help Your Neighbor” information sheets distributed at the Chester Fair.   It will also include a forwarding letter from Ed Meehan which will:  (a)  recognize the efforts of the Clean Energy Team, and (b) Endorse the HES program.  

3.2   CL&P intends to produce a local publicity release about First Selectman Ed Meehan’s  Home Energy Assessment later this month.  

3.3  The Clean Energy Team will host a booth at the Land Trust Harvest Dinner in October.   The booth will showcase the information mentioned in the CL&P bulk mailing (see above) as well as a copy of the Energy Road Map and information about the PV installation at the Elementary School.  The CET will develop a larger poster or banner highlighting the intention of the booth as this was considered to be lacking at the Chester Fair booth.  All:  please provide suggestions.  

4.  Street lighting project

Sandy presented a letter to the BOS with the CET’s recommendations for reducing streetlighting expenses.  It proposes maintaining lighting at intersections and critical areas, but reducing the power of lamps at all other locations.  Savings could be nearly $1500/month ($17,700/year).  

4.1  Sandy will present the map and the spreadsheet to the BoS in October (so as not to confuse the Elementary School PV issue).  

4.2  Sandy will send the proposal and analysis to the CT DOT for comment regarding lighting on state roads.

4.3  Sandy will provide the Selectmen with a copy of a spreadsheet giving pole numbers and roads along with the current situation and proposed changes.  The Selectmen will use this to solicit public comment and support in time for the 2014 relamping.

5.  Solarize CT
The announcement of Round #2 will be 11/14/2012.  The deadline for applications from towns will be December 21, 2012.  

Rick will reiterate his request to Rob Schmitt that CEFIA clarify what is meant by “partnering.”  

Rick will follow up with Geoff of the Killingworth Energy task force to determine their interest in joining with Chester if need be.  

6.  update of ETF existing projects/ person responsible/ time schedule.

   All:  please review and add comments to the proposed Project List  (forwarded separately).
7.  Audience of Citizens.  None present

  The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 AM

The NEXT REGULAR MEETING  of the E-Team is scheduled for Monday, October 15, 2012 at 9:00 AM in the Town Hall.  

R.P. Holloway

