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Minutes of the Chester Park and Recreation Commission
These minutes are subject to Commission approval on June 21, 2014.

Wednesday, 26 March 2014

7:20 PM

Chester Town Hall

Chairperson called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM

Members Present: Elizabeth Williams, Felise Cressman, Ivey Gianetti, John Williams, Matthew Sanders

Members Absent: James Ready, Susan Hotkowski
Minutes
On a suggestion made by Chairperson John Williams, several edits were made to the minutes of the meeting of 19 February 2014. On a motion duly made by Elizabeth Williams it was unanimously voted to accept the minutes of aforementioned meeting with the suggested edits.
Audience of Citizens
None
Director’s Report
Director Elizabeth Netsch was unable to attend this meeting, but sent a letter that was read by Chairperson Williams. It was stated that the two “Vacation Camps” at Chester Elementary on 20-21 March were successful, the second session of karate has begun, and that adult basketball will resume on the 27th and continue till 10 April by participant request. A bus trip for New York City has been scheduled for October 4. She is continuing to work towards integrating all of Park and Recreation’s summer offerings into one program. An extra two weeks have been added to summer camp due to last summer's high attendance, and those weeks are already mostly full. 

The committee felt a need for some clarification regarding the director’s statement that the budget would be reduced next year because $3,100 for finishing Cedar Lake work would be drawn from the “capital account.” It was presumed that the capital account is related to the town budget outside of the Park & Rec budget.
Chairperson’s Report

The Chairperson presented a letter from the First Selectman requesting that a representative from the Park and Recreation Commission be appointed to sit on the North Quarter Park Master Plan Committee. Matthew Sanders volunteered for that appointment. 
(Continued)
There was a discussion about future adult programming, and a request was made for a commission member to spearhead each project. The proposals were as follows: 
· Bus trips: James Ready had already agreed to head planning of bus trips, due to his previous experience

· Game Day: Matthew Sanders proposed organizing table-top game meet-ups once a venue was found. This may tie-in with a suggestion made by Sue Hotkowski at our last Commission meeting about organizing Bunko games.
· Seminars/Workshops: Discussion was made to organize a series of lectures and workshops, particularly regarding the “hidden talents” of Chester residents. Felise Cressman expressed interest in participating in the planning of this.
· Field Day: Elizabeth Williams suggested organizing family field days. She stated her husband has experience in this field and may be able to help.

· Dances: further discussion was made to organize dances, perhaps with dance lessons immediately prior. John Williams and Ivey Gianetti could pursue this.
It was agreed that the commission would ask the Board of Selectmen to recognize the great efforts of Brian Buckley and Randy Netsch in the planning and execution of our recent improvements at Pelletier Park.   
On a motion duly made by Elizabeth Williams it was unanimously voted to adjourn at 8:40 PM  
