
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

February 10, 2014 

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway,, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques, Peter Harding, Ed Meehan (ex officio)         

Guests:  Steve Flett (Economic Development Commission)

 Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on  January 13th were approved. 

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3.  Installation of 2 kW system (earned under CT Solar Challenge)

a.  Selectmen will propose adding funds to the 2014/15 town budget to cover expansion of both the CES and the Town Hall systems to the full capacity of thier inverters.  

b. Pat will revisit the possible use of BIG (Bright Idea Grant - $5000) grants for solar projects.

4.  C-PACE Meeting -- February 19,  8:30 - 9:30 AM

a.  The list of businesses and others to be invited was reviewed.  The invitation letter to be mailed Monday;  Team members chose those to whom they will make follow-up calls this week.  

b.   Ed will open the meeting;  Pat will explain the importance of the program to Chester and to individual businesses;  Cathy Lezon (EnergizeCT) will discuss additional programs available .  Pat will confirm that speakers are planning to attend. 

c. Rick will provide information on the impact on the CES energy use due to the lighting improvements and the PV system. 

d.   Rick will explore the possibility of having a speaker from an engineering firm address general availability of energy auditing services. 

5. Streetlights
a.  Sandy will follow up to see if information on the history traffic accidents in Chester is available or is relevant.

b.  Because the project is so small, Chester is no longer scheduled for relamping in 2014.  Sandy will confirm that since the present lights have been in service for over 14 years relamping can be done at no cost to the town.

c.  Discussion of the possibility of town ownership of the lights.  Ed is proposing that Chester join CCM (the CT Council of Municipalities) in July of this year;  this could provide a means for analyzing the situation and providing maintenance if purchased.  

6.  Hydropower.   A longer term possibility, this will be included in the revision to the Chester Energy Roadmap.

7.  EPA Portfolio Manager
a.  Sandy will pursue uploading information directly from the town’s energy use spreadsheet and from the CL&P energy use history.

b.  Rick will get the PM account name changed to “ChesterCT.”

8.  CT Clean Energy Community program:   Pat will determine whether the town needs to provide proof of REC purchases to meet our commitment. 

9.  Town supplier of electricity
a.  It was suggested that the E-Team review rates on a monthly basis or evaluate entering into a longer contract.

 b.   Ed will determine if CCM negotiates rates for multiple towns.

10.  New members for the E-Team:  Lynne will place an announcement in Chester Events and the weekly e-mail to invite interested persons to join the Team.

11.  Adjournment:  10:30

12.  Next meeting  9:00 AM Monday, March 10, 2014. 

R.P. Holloway

