Workplace Safety Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2015    Chester Town Hall
I.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am. Attendees:  John Divis, Pam Larson, Ed Meehan, Steven Redente, James Grzybowski and Lynne Jacques.  Evan Gaffey came in at 10:30 am.
II.
Previous Minutes:  The minutes of September 16, 2014 were reviewed.  John Divis moved to accept as presented and Pam Larson seconded.  The minutes were accepted.

III.
Business:  
A.  Health and Safety Program - The Yoga Program which was initiated by our committee has been taken over by Parks and Recreation. The program has had two different instructors and continues to run and is well attended.
B.  2015 Proposed Meeting Dates – John Divis made the motion to accept the following meeting dates for 2015 – March 10, June 9, September 8 and December 8. Motion seconded by James Grzybowski. Motion accepted.

IV.
Department Reports

A.  Chester Hose Company: James Gryzbowski reported. One engine needed repair after a tire blew out, there were no injuries, cost of repairs covered by insurance company.
B.  Chester Elementary School:  James Gryzbowski reported. Two injuries were reported to CIRMA – one was a trip and fall and the other was a back spasm while shoveling. The pavement has taken a beating like everywhere else and will be taken care of in the spring. A water main break occurred in February and was taken care of within 24 hours.
C. Chester Public Library:  Pam Larson voiced her concern as to the placement of the mailbox. This winter it was very difficult to keep it clear and get the mail.
D. Park and Recreation:  Lynne reported that Liz is out today; however, she is beginning to get ready for the summer, hiring staff, and holding her first CPR/AED and First Aid Classes on March 19 and 20. 
E. Police Services:  Steven Redente reported that there were minor accidents this winter, nothing major.  The Police Department now has a new Ford Explorer for use in Chester.
F. Public Works:  John Divis reported that one of the snow plows went off the road when pushing back snow. The truck had approximately $11,000 damage, inspected by a CIRMA adjuster, and will be repaired after plowing season. Public Works has been working continually on sight lines and widening lanes, especially along school bus routes, for safety.  Discussed private contractors who plow driveways and leave snow either on the streets or not pushed back along the roadways, interfering with public works’ plows.  Also placement of trash receptacles in the street.  Ed Meehan will look into the town ordinances and also suggested speaking with All Waste to place an insert in their bills letting people know that the arms on their trucks can reach their cans if they are in the driveway and not on the road.  A plan will be devised before next winter. Both Public Works and the Schools did preventive maintenance to keep roofs from collapsing.

G. Town Hall: Ed Meehan informed the committee that we have been chosen to receive an award from CIRMA “Establishing Risk management as an Organizational Priority”.  CIRMA would love a group photo and a date will be determined to get this done before April 1.  Ed also would like to put on record that the Public Works Crew has done an excellent job this winter!
 V.  
Audience of Citizens – None.
VI. 
Other Business – James Gryzbowski reported that he is recallibrating the Defibrillators, however some of the older ones have been pulled out of service and need to be replaced.

CIRMA Representative Evan Gaffey provided the committee with ideas that other town safety committees are planning this year. Evan will provide the contact person from the Towns of Ellington and East Lyme who are planning some of the following ideas.
· Blood Borne Pathogen Workshops – can do online or as a group (Lynne will ask Liz if she needs this for her summer employees).

· Workplace Violence Workshops – provided by CIRMA.

· Playground Assessment (can review and make recommendations).

· Participation in the town’s Farmers Market – providing information to increase awareness (i.e. CO2 detectors, fire alarms, tick awareness, give aways)
· Safety Fair
· Hose Company with a booth providing information to number houses, mailboxes.

· Town sponsored nature walk.
VII.
Next Meeting:  June 9, 2015.
VIII.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:50 am.   
Respectfully submitted,
Lynne Jacques
