Workplace Safety Meeting Minutes
March 11, 2014    Chester Town Hall
I.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:32 am. Attendees:  John Divis,  Corporal Steven Redente, Elizabeth Netsch, Pam Larson and Lynne Jacques.
II.
Previous Minutes:  The minutes of December 13, 2013 were reviewed.  John Divis moved to accept as presented and Pam Larson seconded.  The minutes were accepted unanimously.

III.
Business:  Quarterly OSHA reports will be reported as part of the minutes; there were no new First Reports of Injury this quarter.
IV.
Department Reports

A.  Chester Hose Company: Annual OSHA/Blood Borne Pathogens Refresher Course has been completed. The Fire Safety Door has been installed between the addition and the old building.
B.  Chester Elementary School:  No report.
C. Chester Public Library:  The last radiator cover in the children’s area will be installed next week.  At the same time, Safety Stripping will be applied to edges of the steps going down the stairs. On behalf of the Library staff, Pam thanked Public Works for keeping up to the snow and ice at the Library this winter.
D. Park and Recreation:  Liz reported that the Youth Basketball Program has ended and there were no injuries.  Adult basketball will begin. Liz distributed the updated summer schedule for the Summer Park and Recreation Program. Staff training has been arranged and will begin soon, medication administration will be provided for the new staff members, life guard training, CPR/First aid and drills in conjunction with the police department and fire department. Summer camp will begin in June, the Lake opens the week of June 9th.  Liz and Kristina Finnerty attended CIRMA’s annual meeting, attending both of the workshops, which they found very informative.
E. Police Services:  Steven Redente reported that he is currently teaching the DARE course at Chester Elementary School and is now in week 5.
F. Public Works:  All is well, the staff made it through an incredible winter and is now gearing up for spring and related duties. Ryan Malcarne has been newly hired and is a great addition to the Public Works staff.   John is looking for an OSHA two day class for Supervisors; the classes offered by CIRMA have been too far away and difficult to attend.  Research for a closer class will be done.  Liz will check to see if her husband has taken that course and whether he can teach it.  The flashing  caution pedestrian light on West Main Street will be hooked up by a Top Notch electrician before it needs to be turned on for Camp Hazen and the lake.  The Shack at the lake is in good shape.
G. Town Hall: The bushes that were identified as a safety/security issue have been removed; Liz commented that it is also nice to have the lights on at night when she leaves work late.  A major issue now is to determine what needs to be done about the dangerous icicles and ice buildup in the bank’s drive thru area and employee entrance to the bank.  John is aware of the problem and will work on the resolution with the First Selectman.
 V.  
Audience of Citizens
VI. 
Other Business:  Lynne asked the committee members how they would like the committee to expand, if at all.  Liz commented that the committee should focus on both health and safety, not just safety.  Ideas were discussed, for example, a fitness program, nutrition program, workshops during work hours, etc. Liz has a degree in Nutrition and Education and would be more than happy to develop a program.  She has information on Michele Obama’s My Plate program and the Federal program “Get Moving” and will share.  Lynne will survey the staff to see if there is any interest and in what area.
VII.
Next Meeting:  June 10, 2014.
VIII.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 am.    
 Respectfully submitted,   
Lynne Jacques
