Workplace Safety Meeting Minutes
March 19, 2013
Chester Town Hall
I.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:35 am. Attendees:  John Divis, Corporal Steven Redente, Elizabeth Netsch, Pam Larson, James Grzybowski, First Selectman Ed Meehan, Christine Perry, Lynne Jacques and guest speaker George Tammaro, CIRMA.
II.
Previous Minutes:  The minutes of December 2012 were reviewed.  John Divis moved to accept as presented and Pam Larson seconded.  The minutes were accepted unanimously.

III.
Business:  George Tammaro , representative from CIRMA, came in at the request of Park and Recreation Director Liz Netsch to discuss what safety protocols can be devised for the open area at Cedar Lake if and when an unsafe situation develops. Liz provided a history of dangerous incidents in the past, and in light of Sandy Hook Elementary School, she was looking for advice on how to protect families and children who attend her programs and go to the beach.  Every situation will be different as will be every response.  George recommended speaking with staff themselves, getting them involved in the discussion and come up with possible reactions and common sense solutions to situations, i.e. lost child, intruder, domestic situations, alcohol related issues, etc.  The police and safety personnel can help with these discussions and George will speak in more detail with Liz.

IV.
Department Reports

A.  
Chester Hose Company:  The addition is nearly completed. Defibrillators have been updated and returned to their locations and James will deliver the Library’s today. John Divis added that he has a company where he can obtain batteries for the defibrillators when needed.
B.  
Chester Elementary School:  School personnel are assessing security and developing policy. There was a question of windows not meeting fire code; however, it has been determined that the windows are in compliance and not necessary to replace.
C.
Chester Public Library:  no report.
D.
Park and Recreation:  Staff training has been arranged and will begin soon, medication administration will be provided for the new staff members, life guard training, CPR/First aid and drills in conjunction with the police department and fire department.
E.
Police Services:  Corporal Redente asked that if anyone needs police presence not to leave a message on extension 205 but to call Troop F 860-399-2100 who will in turn radio him or the Resident Trooper for faster response time or 911 if it’s an emergency.  He also commented that he, Matt, Ed and James are currently working with school personnel to develop security assessment and plans for the school. Steven also reported that there has been an increase in graffiti/spray painting in the tri-town area. 
F.
Public Works:  Branch pick up from the last heavy snow storm will begin next week. Public Works will drive street to street picking up the piles for a few weeks.  Regular brush pick up begins in May.
G.
Town Hall: Second floor renovations continue.  Ed Meehan will be developing a punch list for outstanding work for next week’s meeting with the contractor and architect. Ed also announced that due to the fact that the school has met fire code requirements, he hopes to use the seed money placed in the budget for windows for generators.
 V.  
Audience of Citizens
VI. 
Other Business:  Chester, Deep River and Essex have been recognized as Healthy Heart Communities. 
VII.
Next Meeting:  June 11, 2013.
VIII.
Adjourn:  John Divis moved to adjourn meeting; Liz Netsch seconded.  The motion was approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynne Jacques
