Workplace Safety Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2015    Chester Town Hall
I.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am. Attendees:  John Divis, James Grzybowski, Liz Netsch, Meghan Saunders, Bailey Steele and Lynne Jacques. Lynne congratulated committee members for having been awarded a Risk Management Achievement Award from CIRMA.
Liz introduced Meghan and Bailey to the committee; having years of experience at the lake and familiar with safety rules and regulations, they will be taking leadership roles at camp this summer along with the responsibility of implementing bi-weekly drills with the staff.
II.
Previous Minutes:  The minutes of March 10, 2015 were reviewed.  John Divis moved to accept as presented and Lynne Jacques seconded.  The minutes were accepted. Liz abstained.
III.
Business:  
A.  Health and Safety Program – Lynne distributed a list of programs and workshops that a group in Guilford offers free of charge – Coastal Chiropractic & Wellness – programs such as ergonomics, health and wellness in the office, manual labor safety, etc.  The committee will review what is being offered and discuss possibilities of holding a workshop either for staff or residents at the next meeting. 
IV.
Department Reports

A.  Chester Hose Company: All is well. Discussed AEDs; they are very costly, approximately $1,600. James will look into grants to purchase one for town hall. Park and Rec has the refurbished one at the lake and is now stored in the shed to prevent sand from getting into it. Liz asked James for a set of replacement pads. If an AED is purchased for town hall, Liz stated that she has a CPR class on Wednesday, October 28th here at town hall and another during the day on February 16, 2016 if employees want to attend and be certified to use the machine.
B.  Chester Elementary School:  two playground injuries – one broken wrist, one broken arm, neither due to equipment or staffing, kids just didn’t “slow down” and the injuries could not be avoided.  Last day of school is June 18.
C. Chester Public Library:  John changed the filters in the library and plans to change them in the Meeting House and Town Hall as well. John plans to change the filters in all locations 3-4 times a year.
D. Park and Recreation:  Liz reported.  On June 22, the Hose Company will be leading the summer life guards in drills at Cedar Lake. There will be a Blood Bourne Pathogen workshop on June 22. On June 28, there will be an all staff orientation concentrating on waterfront safety.  Practice drills will be held every other Wednesday. Park and Recreation camp program will be held at the Lake, Chester Elementary School and Meeting House. The Lake closes on Thursday, August 20th as the staff return to their respective schools.   The new storage shed at the lake and storage closet at the school has worked out extremely well; less lugging of equipment from location to location and this will reduce the risk of injuries.  Yoga will return in the fall along with Mindful Meditation.  Safety Surface Certified Wood Chips will be deposited at North Quarter Park this week and Liz has arranged for summer staff members to spread it out in the playground area.
E. Police Services:  Lynne reported that a rash of car break-ins have been happening in the surrounding towns and suggested people lock their cars and not leave valuables in sight inside their vehicle.
F. Public Works:  New pull down attic stairs have been installed at the Snack Shack. The Fire Marshal inspected the Shack and no code violations were identified. The fountain has been installed and the tether ball has been installed.
G. Town Hall:  Solar panels are working well.
 V.  
Audience of Citizens – None.
VI. 
Other Business – we received a letter from the State of CT Workers Compensation Division stating that we are in compliance with the State. Thank you committee members.
VII.
Next Meeting:  September 15, 2015 and will be called a Special Meeting because it is not our scheduled date.
VIII.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:05 am.   
Respectfully submitted,
Lynne Jacques
