Workplace Safety Meeting Minutes
September 29, 2015    Chester Town Hall
I.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 9:32 am. Attendees:  John Divis, Elizabeth Netsch, Ed Meehan, Evan Gaffey and Lynne Jacques. Lynne invited the new Hose Company Fire Chief Jim Schaefer who was unable to attend this meeting but will attend the December Meeting.
II.
Previous Minutes:  The minutes of June 9, 2015 were reviewed.  John Divis moved to accept as presented and Liz Netsch seconded.  The minutes were accepted. 
III.
Business:  
A.  Health and Safety Program Ideas– Liz announced that Park and Recreation with this committee is offering Yoga and Mindful Meditation Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20, 27, November 10, and 17 in the Community Room at the Chester Town Hall with Annette Babek. An optional meditation session begins at 5:30pm and the Yoga class is held from 5:45 until 6:45pm. There is a $10 drop-in fee per evening and students are welcome to participate on any date. Liz will be holding a CPR/First Aid Course for volunteers and staff October 26 and 28 at the Town Hall from 6 to 9 pm.
B.  CIRMA Training CDs:  we now have training CDs – “Preventing Slips, Trips and Falls”, “Changes to HazComm Standard”, and “Summer Maiantenance Safety Orientation”. Evan Gaffey also reported that training is available online, i.e. Blood Bourne Pathogens, and he provided the link for the online schedule and registration page http://cirma.ccm-ct.org/plugs/workshops-learning-events.aspx In a follow up letter Evan also stated that he can provide a qualitative review of an employee’s work area based on activities done at that work location, assessing work-related factors that may pose a risk of musculoskeletal disorders, i.e. repetitive, forceful, or prolonged exertions of the hands; unbalanced pushing and pulling; and prolonged awkward postures. Lynne is attending that CIRMA workshop on Ergonomics October 14 and will ask employees if they would like a review of their workstation when she returns.
IV.
Department Reports

A.  Chester Hose Company: No report.
B.  Chester Elementary School:  John and Ed reported that the Elementary School had a tough summer with water damage. The physical plant has been taken care, repaired and inspected, especially the mold. The school did open on time after all necessary inspections. Safety and security continue to be addressed at the school – improving the entrance way and entrance sight line, gate system and video camera. Liz reported that a gate has been installed at the access road for the ball field.  It will be locked.
C. Chester Public Library:  Pam Larson was unable to attend but provided Lynne with an email. The bike rack has not arrived yet but will let John know when it arrives.  Also, there are branches hanging over the back of the building that may cause a problem in the future; John will have the Tree Warden Scot Mills check them out. John will also have Scot address the branches hanging over the sirens.
D. Park and Recreation:  Liz reported that half an oak tree has fallen down on the trail at North Quarter Park.  There were three distressed swimmer rescues this year out at the Lake, no employee accidents.  No injuries reported at the camp this summer and this is significant because of the high enrollment this summer. Safety of the children from storms at the lake was discussed. Right now in the event of a storm, the kids cross the street and sit inside a bus. The bus is usually locked and Liz has to call the bus service to unlock the bus and then transport the kids to another location if necessary. When the storage shed is empty of equipment, it can house many children, but unclear whether it is grounded. Liz will look into other options for next summer, i.e. walk to Camp Hazen, snack shack, etc.
E. Police Services:  No report.
F. Public Works:  Little by little, Public Works is improving their safety measures. They attended a workshop to be recertified in Flagger Safety and Workzone Safety. October 8 they will attend a workshop presented by Billy Ivers on Snow Plow Safety. On October 14th they will be attending a workshop on Chain Safety. Evan commented that Eversource is also presenting a workshop that same day on Electrical Safety. On October 28th there will be a workshop presented by Hartford Steam Boiler on boiler maintenance and safety.
G. Town Hall:  The AED machine in the kitchen is on loan from Park and Recreation. Ed will contact James Grzybowski to find out the status of the town hall’s and library’s machines. Public Works will be changing the filters for the winter heating systems, outside lighting timers adjusted. Dr. Konrad Kotrady will be offering flu shots to the staff on October 15th here at Town Hall. 
 V.  
Audience of Citizens – None.
VI. 
Other Business – Evan Gaffey reported that CIRMA has many training videos on line for employees to take advantage of and has forwarded the web address to Lynne for our use.
VII.
Next Meeting:  December 2015.
VIII.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:02 am.   
Respectfully submitted,
Lynne Jacques
