
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

January 12, 2015 

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques*, Peter Harding, 

Ed Meehan (ex officio)       (*=- not in attendance)

Guests:  Cary Hull, Craig Frankel (Lantern Energy)

 Meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on December 8, 2014 were approved. 

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. Community Innovations Grant (CIG) 

a.  The grant has been completed.  Pat will send the final report to Robert Schmitt

b. Cary will continue to work with web page designer for the E-Team page.

1.   Municipal Technical Assistance (MTA) Program
a.  Three members of the E-Team attended the  webinar. (Note that CEFIA is now renamed the “Green Bank.”)

b.   We had a conference call with Marianne (ICF = International Consulting Firm) who is our contact for the MTA pgm.  She briefly outlined the history of the program and we all discussed where the Chester E-Team stands with regard to the program’s plan.  She stressed that energy efficiency is the main focus of the program;  renewable energy generation is secondary.  

c. Pat will send her a list of  the E-Team’s accomplishments to date.  Sandy will provide Pat with a template for  tracking these and Sandy will send links to the Energy Roadmap (Chester’s energy plan) to Marianne.  Pat will be the main contact person for this project and will report by phone at least bi-weekly (Rick also available to share these calls). Pat and Marianne will establish the schedule for these calls.  

d.   Sandy will coordinate EPA Portfolio Manager issues, including how to change the account name.  

2. Bright Ideas (BIG) Grant

a.   There was a discussion of funding for E-Team-sponsored activities.  This will be carried as a line item in the Selectmen’s budget.  Pat will recommend an amount.  

5.  Lantern Energy
a.   Craig Frankel provided details of Lantern’s recommendation for insulating the ceiling of the second floor of the Town Hall.  We discussed the extent to which the C-PACE program could be used to finance this.  There are limitations on financing incentives because oil, rather than natural gas, is the fuel.  Options to the oil-fired boilers were briefly discussed.  Incentives of up to 30% can be used for electrical and natural gas projects.  

b. Lantern Energy is willing to provide staff for an information table at Chester’s winter carnival on February 15th.   We will also notify ERG which has provided similar staffing for information tables at the Chester Fair.  

6.  Publicity event for solar projects at Town Hall and CES  29 January.

 The Team reviewed the proposed news release for this event.  

7.    Streetlight project  

a.  Ed will call one of the vendors from the CCM meeting to arrange a presentation to the E-Team at the March 9 meeeting.  

b. Sandy has e-mailed our contact at CL&P to obtain a status report on CL&P’s plan and schedule. 

8.  Adjournment:  11:00 AM

9.    Next meeting  9:00 AM Monday, February 9, 2014. 

R.P. Holloway

