
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

 March 16, 2015 

Members:  Sandy Prisloe, Rick Holloway, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques*, Peter Harding, Justin Hardy

Ed Meehan (ex officio)       (*=- not in attendance)

Guests:  Cary Hull

 Meeting was called to order at 9:04 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on January 12, 2015 were approved.  The February meeting was cancelled because of snow.  

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. Community Innovations Grant (CIG) 

a.  Experience with the grant shows the need to be exacting in cost accounting.

b.  Sandy will provide Cary with links to solar systems at Town Hall and CES.

4.  Bright Ideas Grant -- not discussed

5. Town Hall Insulation

a.  Dave of Nealon Insulation is planning to attend the April 13th meeting at 10:30.

b. We need to develop a standard RFQ and get 3 bids.

6.  Portfolio Manager update

a.  This is essentially up to date.  Problems remaining are (1) need to enter data for a second meter at the Town Garage and (2) we have not been able to download data from Eversource for the CES.  Can Municipal Technical Assistance Program (MTAP) provide assistance? 

b. Since our Clean Energy Communities pledge includes renewables, is there any way that Portfolio manager can be used to track this?  Marianne Graham to respond.

7.  Municipal Technical Assistance (MTA) Program

a.  We received a draft of a standard format for a town energy plan.  Program is directed towards improving energy efficiency, not increasing renewable energy sources.

b.  Rick will talk with our Eversource contact, Jim Racca, to verify that the “audit” will examine all energy uses, not just electrical.

c.   Rick, is Foley Co on state’s approved contractor list? 
8.    Streetlight project  

a. Sandy will check to see if our streetlight data is up-to-date for use by ESSCO and TANKO to develop proposals for Chester.

b. ESSCO is to meet with the E-Team at April 13th meeting.

c. TANKO presentation to RiverCOG on 3/25 at 1:00 PM  

9.  Other Business

a.  Solar


   
(1)  Curt (?) of Solomon Energy is to attend May (?) meeting to discuss municipal net metering and possible installations at airport, Inspiration Lane, and expansion of systems at Town Hall and CES.

(2)  Pat will check with Ron Rose to determine steps to permanently waive or cap  building permit fee for solar installations.  This will earn us bonus points in the Clean Energy Communities program.

     b.  Diane M-B (Eversource) will be attending our March 23rd meeting to explain programs available to the town. 

c.  Justin Hardy accepted our invitation to join the Energy Team.  Selectmen will appoint him.

d. Peter will explain to Leslie Strauss that the E-Team supports the idea of an electric vehicle charging station as well as our discussions on the subject.

10.  Adjournment:  10:37 AM

11.    Next meeting  9:00 AM Monday, March 23rd. 

R.P. Holloway

