
Minutes

Chester Clean Energy Team

November 10, 2014 

Members:  Sandy Prisloe*, Rick Holloway, Pat Woomer, Lynne Jacques*, Peter Harding,          Ed Meehan (ex officio)       (*=- not in attendance)

Guests:  Cary Hull, Karin Badger, Justin Hardy

 Meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. 

1.  Minutes of meeting on October 20 were approved. 

2. Audience of citizens.    none

3. Community Innovations Grant (CIG) 

a.  Format of the proposed Logo was reviewed and selected.  

b.  Information distribution will be on three locations:  Rack cards, Facebook, and Energy Team website (to be accessed directly from town website).  

c. Rick will prioritize and validate top 3-5 links;  Peter will list “hot topics;” Pat will provide a summary of E-Team accomplishmnents.  Everyone will suggest possible testimonials.

1.  Bright Ideas (BIG) Grant

a.  We are still awaiting assignment of a community technical assistance contact by CEFIA.  

b.   Ed will call to obtain a status report and possible start date.

c.   Pat will to invite Diana McCarthy-Bercury (CL&P) to attend one of our meetings to clarify permissable uses of the BIG grant. and to clarify the various programs we are dealing with -- where they came from, intended uses, etc.

5.  Update on Lantern Energy activities
a.  Lantern rep continues to arrange meetings with local businesses. using the list of local to explain programs such as the Small Business Energy Advantage (SBEA). 

b.  A Lantern rep reviewed the insulation problem in the attic of the Town Hall and prepared a recommendation and quote.

6.  Municipal Buildings 

a.   Justin Hardy, guest at this meeting, reviewed the attic insulation problem and proposed an alternate solution -- enclosing the attic and insulating the roof.    Justin will prepare specifications for multiple bids and will arrange for a roofing company to provide a quote.  

b.  The furnace was installed in 1984 when the building was constructed.  Rick will contact Zanardi Oil to determine efficiency of existing furnace at Town Hall and Firehouse.

c. We need to develop a 5-10 year plan for energy upgrades to all town facilities.

d.  CL&P has yet to give final approval to put town hall PV system on-line.  Cary to coordinate publicity for this installation using input from Aegis -- photos of the installation and text.  She will include information on the expansion of the Chester Elementary School system.

e.  Cary will contact SolarCity to see if they can provide a short summary or presentation on  the mechanics of leasing solar systems.

7.   EPA Portfolio Manager status.  

a.  WegoWise offers free energy data tracking and reporting to individual homeowners. 

b.  Everyone should at least review this program as we plan to decide at the December meeting whether to recommend that the Town buy this service (at $6/building/month) for all municipal buildings.  The municipal service includes data entry into EPA Portfolio Manager (a requirement of our Clean Energy Communities Pledge). 

8.   Streetlight project  

a.  Ed obtained information from LED Streetlight companies at the CCM conference last month.  This would pertain if the town purchases the lights. 

b.  CL&P may also be able to provide LED lighting as part of the scheduled relamping;  it depends on the outcome of pending rate negotiations at the Public Utilities commission.   

9.   Update on Energy Plan -- The plan has been largely updated, but no further action will be taken until we determine how much assistance the Municipal Technical Assistance program will provide to complete this.  

7.  Adjournment:  10:35 AM

9.    Next meeting  9:00 AM Monday, December 8, 2014. 

R.P. Holloway

