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Chester Park and Recreation Commission  
The next 2018 meetings of the Commission are September 26 and October 24,  

7:00pm at the Town Hall. 
 

Commission members are Chairman Michael Abramson, Deron Grabel, Ivey Gianetti, Dawn 

Saunders, John Saunders, Vice Chairman John Williams, and Kurt Zi emann. 

Commission Clerks:  Kenna Campbell, Tyler Saunders 

Director:  Elizabeth Netsch 
 

Our Seasonal Staff Members are 
Katie Amara, Kenna Campbell, Linda Canterbury, Evan Driscoll,  

Kristina Finnerty, Cassie Garrelts, Julia Jenkins, Randa Larson, Haddie Lary,  
Juliette Linares, Brianna Livingston, Danielle Netsch,  

Randy Netsch, Justin Robida, Nate Robida, Jordan Rosales, Meghan Saunders,  
Tyler Saunders, Zak Saunders, Matthew Skowronek, Arik Sypher, and Caitlyn VonFeldt. 

mailto:parkrec@chesterct.org
http://chesterct.org/?page_id=7810


 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 
  
 
Members of the Chester Park and Recreation Commission promote healthy lifestyles through recreation, by 
providing parks and programs that meet the needs of all town residents, while maintaining a fiscally 
responsible operation.  Most of the budget of net expenditures is for park maintenance, while programs are 
self-funded.  In addition, contributions from groups and individuals in the community have helped finance 
various activities.  
       
The Commission is responsible for the maintenance and renovation of 7 facilities in Chester.  They are North 
Quarter Park, the Chester Creek Overlook at the Town Dock, Pelletier Park on Cedar Lake, Lake View Park 
on Cedar Lake Road, Parkers Point Boat Launch on the Connecticut River, Lõhommideau Park on the 
Pattaconk Brook, and the baseball fields at Chester Elementary School.  The Chester Public Works 
Department is instrumental in maintaining our parks.  In addition, volunteers from Diversõ Cove helped 
prepare Pelletier Park for the summer season.     
  
The department sold 169 non-resident park passes during the summer of 2017, and a record 203 passes in 
2018, with income to the Townõs General Fund for fiscal year 2017/2018 of $12,692.  Fees collected for the 
Childrenõs Summer Program contributed $30,135 to the General Fund.  The balance of Camp fees collected 
was used to operate the Summer Camp Program.  Scholarship funds, determined by the Human Services 
Director and the Chester Elementary School Counselor, helped fund expenses for those who would not 
otherwise be able to participate in the Camp.  The Camp program operates without money from the taxpayer 
funded budget and  $1,315 in scholarship contributions were received from the Chester Rotary Club, 
Elizabeth Bird and Nathan Siegel, Rebecca Foley and Dean Barton, Paul Just, Candace and Justin Kronholm, 
Nickey Olaniyi, and Kimberly Stack.  First Student provided school bus service from Chester Elementary 
School and John Winthrop Middle School to the Town Hall helping us offer p rograms to the youth in our 
community during the academic year.  
       
Self-funded programs included 142 participants in the 2017 Childrenõs Summer Camp Program, filling 317 
spaces.  Academic year self-funded program  registrations included 40 Karate partic ipants and half-day 
programs including 20 children  in Science and 15 in crafts at the Town Hall, a Magic Show and Workshop 
with 20 children at the Chester Meeting House, a field trip of 32 to Bounce U, and an all-day trip to Nomads 
with 43 students in grad es Kindergarten through grade 8.  Sports clinics at Chester Elementary School 
included Field Hockey clinics run by volunteers of the Valley Regional High School Field Hockey players 
and their Coaches Beth Powers and Randy Netsch, 15 participants in Flag Football, 15 children in Volleyball 
clinics, 40 youth basketball players coached by volunteers, 21 Rookie Basketball participants, and 18 adult 
basketball members.   
 
Additional Adult programs included 15 Yoga participants at the Town Hall and 37 registrants  for Ballroom 
Dancing at the Meeting House.  American Red Cross courses included two classes each, with 26 participants, 
in Community CPR/AED and First Aid, 4 in CPR/AED for the Professional Rescuer, and 21 in Babysitterõs 
Training.  Our Counselor -in-Train ing program prepared 16 7th and 8th grade students to assist the Camp 
Counselors and Lifeguards for the 2018 season.   
  
Chester Parks and Recreation ended the fiscal year in 2018 by enrolling 142 different children in  336 camp 
spaces.  Chester residents comprised 74% of our Summer Camp participants.  Camp and Lifeguarding 
positions provided summer employment to 20 local residents.  We are fortunate to have the resources of 
several beautiful park facilities and over 50 exceptional employees and volunteers.  They help fulfill the 
purpose of the Chester Park and Recreation Commission by improving the quality of life for all citizens by 
òCelebrating Community through People, Parks, and Programsó.   



 

OUR PROGRAMS ARE OPEN TO RESIDENTS OF ALL AREA TOWNS. 

 
 

 

Ages 5 through 15 

YOUTH PROGRAMS THIS FALL  

 
Field Hockey Clinics  

with the Valley Regional High School Coaches and Players                                                         
 

Field Hockey for grades 2 through 8, is held 5:00-6:15pm on Wednesdays, 

September 26, October 3, 10 PLUS a BONUS Friday on October 5 at Chester 

Elementary School with Valley Regional High School Coaches Beth Powers, 

Randy Netsch and the high school team players.  No previous experience is 

required.  Learn a new sport or practice your skills.  All levels are welcome.  

Sticks, balls, mouth guards and goggles will be provided, but students may bring 

their own equipment.  The fee is $10 per player or $15 per family for the 4 

sessions. 

link: Field Hockey Clinic registration, 2018 Field Hockey Clinic poster 

 

 

 

 

with the Parks and Recreation Staff                                                     
 

Get outside for some fall fun with Flag Football for grades 3 through 6 held after school at Chester Elementary 

School, 3:15-4:15pm directly following school dismissal on Fridays, September 28, October 5, 12 PLUS a 

BONUS Wednesday on October 10 at Chester Elementary School.  $10 with Camp Director Tyler Saunders 

and the Parks and Recreation Camp Staff   No previous experience required.  The fee is $10 per player for the 

4 sessions. 
link: Flag Football registration, 2018 Flag Football poster 
 

 

Karate for Students ages 5 to 15   
 

Karate classes for ages 5 through 15, meet 5:00-6:00pm on Mondays, session 1 = September 

10, 17, 24, October 1, 8;  session 2 = October 15, 22, 29, November 19, 26;  session 3 = 

December 3, 10, 17, January 7, 14;  session 4 = January 28, February 4, 11, 25, March 4;  

session 5 = March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8;  session 6 = April 29, May 6, 13, 20, June 3 in the 

Chester Town Hall Community Room.  The cost is $45 per session payable to the instructor 

Tammy Marino.   

link: Karate registration, Karate poster 
 
 

 

http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Field-Hockey-registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2018-Field-Hockey-Clinic.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Flag-Football-registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2018-Football.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Karate-2018-2019.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Karate-2018-2019-1.pdf


REGISTRATION  
Call 860-526-0013, x223 or e-mail parkrec@chesterct.org for information, to reserve a space, or for a 

registration form or visit  http://chesterct.org/?page_id=7810, request a registration form from  

Chester Elementary School, visit the Parks and Recreation Office on the second floor of the Town Hall, 

or use the registration form at the end of this brochure.  

Participants do not need to be Chester residents. 

 

 

COUN SELOR -IN -TRAINING  for our Summer Camp    

Please call 860-526-0013, x223 or e-mail parkrec@chesterct.org if you are 

interested in this program!  

This program is available to 7 th  and 8 th  grade students who have 

previously attended OUR CAMP .  The classes meet 2:45-5:00pm on 

January 9, 11, 16 and 12:45-5:30pm on January 18, in the Chester Town Hall 

Community Room with Waterfront Supervisors and Camp Directors Tyler 

Saunders and Katie Amara.  The $95 includes 8 days of Summer Camp.  

School bus transportation is available.    

RETURNING 8 th  grade stude nts who participated in our 2018  

program  may reapply for  a summer of 2019 CIT position.   There is a $25 registration fee for returning 

applicants and they are required to participate  on January 9 and 16. 

link: CIT registration, CIT poster 

 

 

American Red Cross Babysitterôs Training               
American Red Cross Babysitterôs Training will be held in the Community Meeting 

Room in the Chester Town Hall for students in grade 5 through age 15, 8:45am-

3:45pm on Friday, March 8 with Director and Red Cross Instructor Elizabeth Netsch 

and the Parks and Recreation Summer Staff.  The training will help participants 

develop skills in leadership and professionalism, basic care, safety and safe play and first aid.  The fee is $45.  

Registration is limited. 
link:  Babysitter's Training registration, Babysitter Training poster 
 

 

Youth Lacrosse Clinic                                                         

LACROSSE CLINICS for grades 2 through 8 will be offered in the spring at Chester 

Elementary School. Look for the schedule after the high school game schedules have 

been posted. 

 
ACCORDING TO  CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTE 19a -77 WE ARE REQUIRED TO 
DISCLOSE THAT TOWN OF CHESTER PROGRAMS ARE NOT LICENSED BY THE STATE 
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD.  

mailto:parkrec@chesterct.org
http://chesterct.org/?page_id=7810
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/CIT-Registration.pdf
mailto:parkrec@chesterct.org
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2019-CIT-Registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/CIT-Poster.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2019-Babysitters-Training-Registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Babysitter-Training-2019-Poster.pdf


YOUTH BASKETBALL  for grades 2 through 6 will be held November 12 

through March 1 at Chester Elementary School.  Times and days of the week will be 

posted as adults, who participate in Coaches Orientation and First Aid training, 

volunteer to coach.  The registration fee is $50 per player.  

 

The schedule will be available as coaches volunteer! 
 

REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5:00PM OCTOBER 30, 2018!  

 

LATE REGISTRATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED! 

 

The children will be divided into equal skill level groups in grades 2 through 6, when 

more than one team is available for a particular age level.  Unless notified otherwise, 

please have your child attend the first age appropriate scheduled practice, beginning 

November 12.    

 

Chester children in grades 2 and 3 will be grouped together on teams, by gender.  They 

will practice in Chester, but all games will be played at Deep River or Essex Elementary Schools, with half 

court play and 8 foot hoops.  Games may be held on Thursday or Friday evenings or Saturday mornings.  They 

will use a time clock, but no score will be kept. 

 

Chester participants in grades 4, 5, and 6 will be grouped together on teams, by gender.  They will practice in 

Chester and all games will be played at Chester and Deep River Elementary Schools on Friday evenings and 

Saturday mornings, and Essex Elementary School on Thursday and Friday evenings.  Players will use the 10 

foot hoops. 

 

Practices will begin November 12th.  Games will begin on January 3rd and end on February 23rd.  Chester will 

celebrate MARCH MADNESS on Friday, March 1st, from 5:15 until 8:35pm, featuring players v. parents and 

coaches. 

link: Application to Coach of Referee Youth Basketball, Youth Basketball registration 

 

REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY 5:00PM OCTOBER 30, 2018!                                                                   

LATE REGISTRATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED! 

 

 

 

ROOKIE BASKETBALL CLINIC  
The program meets at the Chester Elementary School gym, 

Fri days, 3:00 until 4:15pm, January 25, February 1, 22 AND following the early dismissal, 1:00-2:15pm 
on February 15, with a snow day make-up, 2:15-3:15pm on February 15.  

Open to Chester residents in Kindergarten and grade 1!   

  

This program is staffed by our CIAC Certified Coaches and our Summer Camp 

Counselors and Lifeguards.  All supervisors are certified in first aid and CPR.  

Our employees over 18 are also certified in medication administration.  If your 

child may need medication during the program please request an authorization 

form from the Director of Parks and Recreation at 860-526-0013, x223 or 

parkrec@chesterct.org.  Provide the Director or the Sports Director with the 

form and medication by the first clinic meeting. 

link: Rookie Basketball Clinic registration            

$20 REGISTRATION FEE DUE DECEMBER 1 

http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Application-to-Coach-of-Ref-Youth-Basketball.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2019-Youth-Basketball-Registration.pdf
mailto:parkrec@chesterct.org
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2019-ROOKIE-BASKETBALL-CLINIC.pdf


 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITY  
 

CHESTER YOUTH BASKETBALL  PLAYERS 

AND PARENTSõ MARCH MADNESS!  

FRIDAY, MARCH 1 , 20 19 in the CHESTER 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYM  

GRADES K THROUGH 6 VERSUS  PARENTS AND COACHES!  

The GAME SCHEDULE IS:  

5:15 - 5:55 pm Grades K & 1 Rookies  

5:55 - 6:3 5pm Grades 2 & 3 Girls  

6:3 5- 7:15pm Grades 2 & 3 Boys  

7:15 - 7:55 pm Grades 4 - 6 Girls  

7:55 - 8:35pm Grades 4 - 6 Boys  

ENJOY A PIZZA DINNER WITH YOUR FRIENDS!                                                 

There is no charge or registration for this program.  

 

ADULTS  
 

 

Youth Basketball Coaches and Referees Needed! 
Adults interested in volunteering to coach youth basketball are requested to contact the Director at 860-526-

0013 extension 223 OR e-mail parkrec@chesterct.org by October 10.  Referees must be at least 14 years of 

age and will be compensated at a rate of $14 per game.  All coaching and referee candidates must meet 

reference and background check requirements, review and complete orientation requirements, and complete 

first aid training within one year of beginning to coach or referee.  First aid classes are offered free of charge. 

link: Application to Coach of Referee Youth Basketball 

 

Adult Recreational Basketball 

Recreational Basketball for ages 16 through adults, meets 7:00-9:30pm on Thursdays, 

beginning November 1 through March 7, excluding school vacation days and school 

weather cancellations, at Chester Elementary School.   The $10 fee for Chester residents 

and $15 fee for non-residents and signed registration form are due before playing. 

link:  Adult Recreational Basketball registration 
 

mailto:parkrec@chesterct.org
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Application-to-Coach-of-Ref-Youth-Basketball.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Adult-Recreational-Basketball-Registration-2018-2019.pdf


INTRODUCTION TO MARTIAL ARTS FITNESS  FOR 

ADULTS AND TEENS 
Instructor, Tammy Marino is a 6th Degree Black Belt in Shobayashi Shorin-Ryu 

Karate, training in the Martial Arts since 1973.  The course includes basic Karate 

techniques, self-defense awareness, conditioning exercises, non-contact 

kickboxing skills, target and air shield drills.  The first session meets October 1, 8, 

15, 22, 29 from 6:00pm until 7:00pm in the Community Meeting Room at the 

Chester Town Hall.  The fee is $45 for the 5 classes, payable to the instructor, 

Tammy Marino.   

link:  Karate for Adults registration, Karate for Adults poster  

 
BALLROOM DANCING   SWING, FOXTROT, CHACHA 

With Instructor Karen Pfrommer from Dance in Rhythm, LLC 

Mondays, November 12, 19, 26, and December 3 

weather make-ups December 10, 17 

6:30-7:30pm at the Chester Meeting House 

Couples or Singles  

REGISTRATION IS $40 PER PERSON FOR 4 CLASSES.  
Fee payable to the instructor Karen Pfrommer   

link:  Ballroom Dancing registration, Ballroom Dancing poster 

 
ALL LEVELS OF Yoga in Chester  
Sponsored by Chester Parks and Recreation 

and Gather for Wellness through May 21 

Participate any Tuesday Night, 6:00pm-7:00pm 

CHESTER TOWN HALL 

2ND FLOOR COMMUNITY ROOM 
$10 drop in fee payable to the instructor, Annette Babek, the evenings you attend 

link:  Yoga registration, Yoga poster 

 
American Red Cross First Aid and CPR/AED Classes       
At the Chester Town Hall Community Room 

$35 for one class, $45 for both classes   

*Free to Chester Parks and Recreation Staff and Volunteers 
 

CPR/AED on Wednesday, October 10, 5:30-8:00pm and/or  

First Aid Friday, October 12, 5:30-8:00pm  

OR both classes in one day on Friday, January 18, 12:45-5:30pm  
link:  CPR-AED-First Aid registration, CPR-AED-First Aid poster 

 

 

Call 860-526-0013, x223 or e-mail parkrec@chesterct.org for infor mation, to reserve a space.  For a 

registration form select the link  or use the registration form at the end of this brochure.   

Payment may be cash, check payable to ñChester Parks and Recreationò or scroll down to the Summer 

Camp section of our web page at http://chesterct.org/?page_id=7810  
and select the ñDONATIONò button to use a credit card. 

http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/KARATE-FOR-ADULTS-registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/KARATE-FOR-ADULTS-registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/BALLROOM-DANCING-RELEASE.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Ballroom-Dancing.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Yoga-2018-2019-registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Yoga-2018-2019-Poster.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2018-CPR-AED-First-Aid-Registration.pdf
http://chesterct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/CPR-AED-FIRST-AID-poster-.pdf
mailto:parkrec@chesterct.org
http://chesterct.org/?page_id=7810

