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First Selectwoman’s Corner
What’s happening around Chester? It has been a busy and
productive three months at the Chester Town Hall!!
In early January, I was appointed First Selectwoman and later that
month Ed Meehan was appointed to fill my vacancy. We have
really hit the ground running! The Board was so fortunate to
have six residents express an interest in the open position. Tom,
Ed, and I have encouraged these residents become active in town
government by considering open “seats” on Boards/Commissions.
Speaking of Boards and Commissions, the Harbor Commission
has re-organized their membership and Meredith Devanney is
now “seated” as a full member, while Jim Bearington will become
an alternate member of the Commission. Ms. Devanney was also
recently appointed as the representative for our Chester Veterans.
Linda Carlson was appointed to fill a full-term vacancy on the
Parks and Recreation Board. I was appointed as representative to
the Connecticut River Area Health District. Please take a moment
when you see members of Boards or Commissions around
town to ask them about their work and to thank them for their
contribution to our community. If you are interested in attending
a Board or Commission meeting, you can find the schedule of
meetings here, http://chesterct.org/town-government/. Click
on the Board or Commission of interest to find minutes of
previous meetings and agenda of upcoming meetings. Boards and
Commissions have been meeting in person at the Town Hall since
February 14, 2022.

In more Town Hall news, Joe Cohen has
found it necessary to resigned as Town
Treasurer. Elizabeth Netsch agreed to be
re-appointed as Town Treasurer with her
term to expire November 2023. Halloran and
Sage were recently appointed as the Chester
Town Attorney for a 2-year term, also ending Charlene O. Janecek
First Selectwoman
November 2023. Our new Town Assessor,
Emily Eckenroth started her job on February
14, 2022. I hope you will stop by Town Hall to welcome these
new (and returning) employees. As you know, my office is always
open, and I look forward to having you stop in.
COVID-19
Going, going, gone! We can only hope! During the past two
years, COVID-19 has impacted all residents of our community in
different ways and our response to the pandemic has continued
to evolve based on recommendations of the CDC and the
Connecticut Department of Public Health. With the surge of
the omicron variant early this year, the BoS suspended all inperson meetings of Boards/Commissions/Committees held
on Town property, requiring these meetings to be conducted
remotely via ZOOM or another platform for the protection of
members of the Boards, as well as the public. Also in January,
the Town of Chester distributed approximately 500 COVID-19
test kits and masks to residents in a drive-through held at the
continued on page 5
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Chester Rotary 44th 4 on the 4th
Monday, July 4, 2022
Get ready! The Chester Rotary 44th 4 on the 4th Road Race will be an in-person
race on Monday, July 4, 2022. Start is 9am on Main at Maple Street. Registration
fee is $20 ($25 after June 24). Register on line or by mail. On line registration at the
race webpage www.runsignup.com/CT/Chester/ChesterRotary44th through July
2nd. Mail in registration forms
can be found at the Club’s website
www.chesterrotary.org and will be
accepted until June 24.
Packet pick ups will be on Saturday,
July 2nd at Sound Runner, Old
Saybrook and St. Joseph’s Parish,
Chester. See the race webpage for
more information.
www.eventsmagazines.com

First Selectwoman... continued from page 3
Chester Elementary School to ensure public safety. With the
omicron surge fading, Boards/Commissions returned to in
person meetings with masks required at the Town Hall in
mid-February. By early March, the Region 4 School Board and
the BoS had discontinued the mask mandate. Masks are now
optional in Town buildings and at Chester Elementary School,
John Winthrop, and Valley Regional.
As we welcome spring, the warmer weather, and outdoor
activities, all of us are eager return to our “normal” routines.
Please respect the decisions of residents who may choose to
continue wearing masks. Many are immunocompromised,
unable to be vaccinated, may be recovering from COVID-19, or
need to protect family members, friends, and neighbors. There
may be times in the coming months when we all may need extra
protection. Just a reminder…Covid test kits and masks are still
available at the Town Hall!!
ARPA Funds
News Flash! We heard you!! The Town of Chester has convened
an ARPA Committee whose members include representatives
from the Board of Finance, BoS, Chester Community
Partnership, Economic Development Council, Tri-Town Youth
Services Bureau, and interested residents.
Chester received $1,246,840 from the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) of 2021. The residents of Chester approved a
refrigerated truck - $10,000 for the Shoreline Soup Kitchen
& Pantries and a Fire Boat - $70,000 for the Chester Hose
Company, for a total of $80,000 at the December 15, 2021, Town
Meeting. At that same meeting three infrastructure proposals
were tabled, as follows: Town Hall Full-Service Generator $120,000; WPCA Sewer system repair/replacement/upgrades
- $93,000; and Technology Upgrades at Chester Town Hall and
Meeting House - $60,000 and two public health and economic
recovery from Covid-19 proposals, as follows: 2-year contracted
person for social services - $50,000 and personnel for Tri-Town
Youth and Family Services Bureau - $44,820. The sum of these
tabled proposals is $283,000 for infrastructure and $94,820 for
public health, for a total of $367,820. The tabled proposals must
be brought back to a future Town Meeting in the same way as
was presented at the initial Town Meeting at which time they
may be voted “up” (approved), “down” (rejected), or amended by
the residents of Chester.
The purpose of the ARPA Committee is to actively engage the
community in the process of determining how Chester ARPA
funds will be spent. Opportunities to get involved and join the
conversation include attending meetings, which are held at
7:00 pm the 2nd Tuesday of the month (April 12, May 10, June
14, July 12); reading the meeting minutes/getting updates on
committee activities by visiting the Town of Chester website,
http://chesterct.org/chester-arpa-committee/; and/or suggesting
ideas/submitting proposals for consideration. Instructions

Publisher’s Note

Remembering Joan Joyce
– Our Finest Athlete
It is with a heavy heart that I write this note about the passing of
a true legend - Joan Joyce. I had the pleasure and honor to meet
Word feature article that appeared in Events Magazines for the 4th
quarter of 2020. It is a conversation I will remember forever. Her
ever so clear memory of the many great moments in her athletic
to striking out Ted Williams and Hank Aaron, to golf moments, to
how her coaching career came about. (She would tell you that she
has been coaching all her life.) And of course, her father – whom
she loved tremendously. Up until he passed, she would keep a
room for him in her house in Florida and he would attend all
the Florida Atlantic University softball games.
It is hard to believe that there was not more fanfare about this
spoke with her and found out how matter-of-fact she took everything. She could have been boastful or arrogant. But she was not.
Instead, you could tell how much joy she found in all that she did.
I had fun sharing stories about growing up in West Haven and the
various individuals I had no idea we knew mutually.
And, of course, there was the ever-competitive spirit that came
team but also about her own goals – even at the age of 80. As I
recall, she recounted the story of helping a friend move. She stumbled while carrying a box. Her volleyball training helped break the
fall. She did injure her hip. During the course of the conversation,
said. If anyone can do it, I’d bet on you, I observed.
22
those of you who knew or knew of Joan, it is a nice reminder of
her greatness and grace. For those of you who did not, it is a way
to read about and acknowledge an amazing life.

William McMinn

continued on page 6
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First Selectwoman... continued from page 5
for submitting an ARPA proposal may
be found here, http://chesterct.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ChesterARPA-Committee-DRAFT-ProposalInstructions-and-Form-022822.pdf. The
ARPA Committee is working closely
with the Board of Selectpersons and the
Board of Finance. Please check your
Friday Chester e-newsletter for the date/
time of a town informational meeting. I
encourage your participation. The time to
get involved is NOW. ARPA funds must
be obligated by December 31, 2024 and
expended by December 31, 2026.

is the cost associated with the marine
engineering company, Docko, LLC
(Mystic, CT). The project will be overseen
by DEEP and the Connecticut Port
Authority. This project is grant funded.
Once the work is completed, the Town of
Chester will be reimbursed most of the
project cost.

Projects
Old and new projects are moving
forward!!!

• Police Body Cameras: The Police
Accountability Bill was passed in the
last Legislative session. This includes an
unfunded mandate requiring body and
dash cameras for all Police Departments.
Equipment must be in place by July 1,
2022, to allow the police to continue
working and the Town of Chester to
avoid paying a fine of $100/day. This
short timeline presents an emergency and
therefore, the BoS has recommended that
this project not go out to bid. BoS has
forwarded a recommendation to the BoF
that the Town contract with CT Comp
($79,965.11), our current IT provider
and with Telrepco ($40,750.00), the same
storage and retrieval system used by the
State of Connecticut. A contract with
Telrepco ensures that Chester’s and the
State’s system will be compatible. This is
important because the State may ultimately
have responsibility for storage and retrieval
of police dash and body cameras.

• Chester Creek Dredging Project: The
contract for the Chester Creek Dredging
Project is in progress. It is estimated
that the total cost of the project will
be $109,000.00. The BoS approved the
transfer of $100,000 to the Chester Creek
account in February 2022. The Town’s
“share” of the project is $25,000. This

FIRE, WATER AND MOLD RESTORATION

• FIRE, WATER, MOLD RESTORATION
AND RECONSTRUCTION
• CARPETS, AREA RUGS, UPHOLSTERY
• COMPLETE PROJECT CLEANING
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
24/7... 365 DAYS

“This company is as good as it gets,
because perfection can’t
be improved upon”
William French, Essex Connecticut

• Downtown WIFI Project: I have signed
the agreement between Town of Chester
and the State of Connecticut, which
involves the use of STEAP funds ($83,000)
for the installation of WIFI in downtown
Chester. We are moving forward.

2022-2023 Town of Chester Budget
It’s budget season! Follow the process!
Be part of the conversation! You can
find the schedule of Budget meetings
here, http://chesterct.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/Budget-Prep-Schedule2022-Revision-3.pdf. Mark your calendars.
The meeting to vote on the 2022-2023
Budget for the Town of Chester is
scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday, May 24,
2022, at the Chester Meeting House. I am
looking forward to seeing you there.
Spring/Summer Activities
Chester, CT. We know where it is! We
have some fun spring and summer activities planned. If you notice activity on
the 9.1-acre parcel of Open Space located
on Chester Creek, you are observing the
creation of the Anna Shubik Sweeney Preserve, in memory of Anna Sweeney who
died unexpectedly last fall. Anna was actively involved in all things Chester, chairing the Inland and Wetlands Commission
for many years. The Sweeney Preserve is a
collaboration between the Town of Chester
and the Chester Land Trust.
Other fun activities to look forward to:
• Townwide cleanup - Saturday April 23rd
at 9 am, with a rain date of Sunday April
24th, also at 9 am.
• Memorial Day Parade – May 30
• Beer and Wine Fest at the Chester Fair
Ground June 18
• 4 on the 4th Road Race
• Chester Fair August 26, 27 & 28th

Who is Katie Wilcox? (1889-1974)
This remarkable woman who once lived in Chester was, among many
other things, a member of the United Church of Chester, a missionary, a
teacher, an educator, and the founder of Lady Doak College in Madurai,
South India, the first women’s college in Madurai.
The college has grown from 81 students to almost 5000 today. The
United Church of Chester has continued to support Lady Doak College
after all these years, and they will soon celebrate their 75th anniversary.
The college is beginning a fundraiser to build more classrooms as they expand their
student population, so keep your eyes out for fundraising opportunities through the
United Church of Chester.
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Mouth of Chester Creek
Dredging Project Update
It all began back in 2018 when it became painfully obvious to
Chester’s Harbor Management Commission (HMC) that we
could no longer hold off on dredging the mouth of Chester
Creek due to shoaling of sediment from storms and seasonal
changes. Chester Creek remained unchanged in flow, alignment
or watershed characteristics for decades. What did changed,
is the rates of accumulation of sediment across the mouth of
the Creek. In early spring 2018, there were five coastal storms
between March and April which deposited massive amounts

WMRD
105.3 - FM
1150 - AM
Middletown - Hartford

WLIS
97.3 - FM
1420 - AM

Old Saybrook - New London

We are

The Best of the Valley & Shoreline!!
News, Weather, Sports, Traffic, Music, Talk
and Opinion, from around the Corner
and around the World!!

We’ve Got Personality!!!
www.wliswmrd.net

of silt into the CT River which washed downstream eventually
depositing into the Chester Creek closing off the access way
to deep draft boats and causing other boats to run aground
requiring aid to get them floating again. The last time the
mouth of the Creek was dredged was in 2000. Federal and State
governing agencies overseeing ports and harbors recommends
regular maintenance dredging of the mouth of the Creek take
place every 10 years to ensure the navigability of the waterway.
In February of 2017, the state announced the availability of
a reimbursable assistance grant as part of the Small Harbor
Improvement Project Program (SHIPP). It took just over two
years for the HMC to go through the bid process to secure an
engineering firm, pull all the required pre-permitting maps,
hydro data, and other documentation together before the HMC
could submit our application of the Connecticut Port Authority.
It took another two years before the state approved the grant
application. During those two years, the HMC obtained all
required environmental studies, along with the Army Core
of Engineer studies, were completed as required to secure the
grant. On July 20, 2021, the Town received the SHIPP Grant
approval. At that time the Town of Chester, utilizing the expertise
of Nathan L Jacobson Associates, proceeded to initiate the RFP
process of hiring a dredging contractor by formally inviting
continued on page 13
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Let This be the Year!!!
Call Davis Pools

53 Years of
Great Service!
We Offer:
• Free Water Testing
• Liner Replacement
• Weekly Cleaning Service & Renovations
• Complete Line of
• Salt System Installations
Chemicals and Supplies • Pumps, Filters, Heaters
• Safety Covers
Still the same number after 50 years

860-669-6919

Visit our Store for all Your Pool Supplies
9 North High Street, Clinton, CT 06413
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Chester Conservation Commission

Invasive Plant Species in Chester
Common Name: Burning Bush
Scientific Name: Euonymus alatus
Origin: China, Korea, Japan
General Information: Burning Bush, also known as Winged
Euonymus was introduced to the United States around 1860 as
an ornamental plant for use in landscaping. Despite its invasive
nature, it is still very popular and sold for its winged stems,
hardiness and bright red autumn color. Often this shrub is
used as a hedge and trimmed box-like.
Birds love the prolific red fruit and disperse the seeds to new
locations. Burning Bush spreads into both intact and disturbed
forests and floodplains forming dense thickets making it
difficult to remove. It can replace native woody and herbaceous
plants.
Identification: Multiple stemmed shrub with winged stems,
5-10 feet tall.

Burning bush infestation in woodland.

Flowers, fruits: small greenish flowers in late spring and redpurple fruits maturing over the summer.

non-aggressive cultivars, but some states like New Hampshire
have prohibited its use. Pulling or digging out small seedlings
can be done by hand. Larger shrubs need to be cut down and
then the roots dug up or carefully treated with an herbicide like
glyphosate.

Control: First, DO NOT PLANT this shrub. It is still available
at many garden centers, presumably because there are sterile or

Native Alternatives: Highbush blueberry, American
cranberrybush, Red chokeberry and Fothergilla.

Leaves: deciduous, dark green in pairs along the stem, turn
bright red in the autumn.

Energy Assistance
Applications
Applications for energy assistance in Chester are now
available. More Connecticut households — families with
children, senior citizens and disabled persons — are eligible
for heating assistance this winter as new and higher income
eligibility rules are now in effect. Winter heating assistance has
been significantly expanded this year in anticipation of higher
than normal home heating costs and expected colder weather.
For the first time ever, winter heating assistance this season
can reach households with income as high as sixty percent of
the state median income. For example, a household of one can
have income as high as $39,027.00 and be eligible. A family of
two can have income as high as $51,035.00 - $63,044.00 for a
family of three; $75,052.00 for a family of four; $87,060.00 for
a family of five. There is no asset limit on this program at this
time.
For more information or to make an appointment to fill out
an application, contact Rosie Bininger at 860-526-0013 X213.,
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday mornings to make an
appointment.
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Robbie Collomore
Concert Series
The Robbie Collomore Concert Series is pleased to report
that we have a full line-up of concerts for our 2022 concert
season. Please hold these dates – more information about
each concert will appear in future issues of Chester Events.
All concerts are at 5 pm in the Chester Meeting House.
September 18, 2022
Sterling Elliott, cello & Yi-Nuo Wang, piano
Sterling Elliott is a 2021 Avery Fisher Career Grant
recipient and the winner of the Senior Division of the 2019
national Sphinx Competition. Yi-Nuo Wang has won many
impressive awards. A native of Beijing, Ms. Wang is currently
pursuing a degree at The Juilliard School.
October 9, 2022
Emmet Cohen Trio
Jazz pianist Emmet Cohen is in the vanguard of current jazz
and the related arts. He is both a performer and educator,
serving as a clinician in such programs as Lincoln Center’s
“Jazz for Young People” and his “Masters Legacy Series.”
He has performed with many of the jazz greats of today,
including Ron Carter, Benny Golson, and Jimmy Cobb.
November 6. 2022
Noree Chamber Soloists
The Noree Chamber Soloists feature some of the best young
chamber musicians in the greater New York area. We
feature pianist Yoon Lee, and Connecticut’s own Bethany
Hargreaves-Lewis, violist.
November 20, 2022
The Stephane Wrembel Band
Stephane Wrembel is a French jazz guitarist who spent
years studying the Django Reinhardt style of “Gypsy Jazz.”
Currently, Wrembel’s music incorporates jazz, blues, classical,
swing, flamenco and rock.
Tickets will go on sale in May of 2022. Season subscriptions
are $105 for all four concerts. Individual tickets are $30 each.
Student tickets are $5 or $15 for a subscription. Visit www.
collomoreconcerts.org for more information about our 2022
artists.
The Robbie Collomore Concert Series is presented under the
auspices of the Chester Historical Society.

Eddies
AUTO BODY
SPECIALISTS

Serving Our Community
Since 1956

860-873-9044
2 Matthews Drive
East Haddam 06423

www.eddiesautobodyct.com

BALLEK’S
GARDEN CENTER
Call Now! It’s Time To Plan
For Spring Landscaping!

FULL SERVICE GARDEN CENTER

Great Selection of Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

FULL SERVICE FLORIST

Gardening Gifts & Fresh Cut Flowers

LANDSCAPING

Walls, Walks, Patios, Tree and Garden Installation

For All Your Landscaping
and Garden Needs!

860-873-8878

90 Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
www.BalleksGardenCenter.com
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The Chester Hose Company
Waterside
Realty
Group CT

For 2021 The Chester Hose Company Inc. responded to 708
calls for service, its largest amount for Chester. Here is a
breakdown:
Fires...................................................................................36
Overpressure rupture, overheat...................................... 2
MVA’s, Rescues, Emergency Medical Service............578
Hazardous Conditions....................................................11

We are agents who reside in Chester, bringing a wealth
of knowledge about our local communities, current
market conditions and the home buying and selling
process. We strive to provide exceptional service every
step of the way. We will provide you with a real estate
experience that exceeds your expectations.
Realtor®
Ian: 860.819.2037
Jennifer: 860.302.8786
ian.sacks@cbrealty.com jennifer.roy@cbrealty.com

Watersiderealtygroupct.cbintouch.com

21 Main Street, Old Saybrook CT
Office: 860.388.1100

g
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Earn Supplemental Income

Good Intent Calls............................................................16
False Alarms....................................................................50
Severe Weather Disasters................................................. 1
The Chester Hose Company is made up of volunteers who give
of their time to respond when the residents of Chester call. For
2021 the members dedicated 12,567 volunteer hours to help
those in need. The Chester Hose Company is looking for new
members to join and give back to their community. Please stop
down any Monday evening from 7 to 9 during our training to
get an application.
We have the following upcoming event:
Fall Back, Spring Ahead Art and Craft Fair
Saturday October 15th, 2022, 10 am to 3 pm at the Firehouse.
We would like to invite you to our “Fall Back, Spring Ahead”
Art & Craft Fair fundraiser being held on Saturday October
15th, 2022 from 10 am to 3 pm. We’ll be serving up food for
purchase throughout our event! We offer free parking, no
admission fee and prize drawing!!!!
If you or somebody you know would like to participate this
year, please contact us via email to: fallbackspringahead7@
gmail.com.

Chester’s
Memorial
Day
Parade

Be Part of the Outstanding Sales Team at Events Magazines

Monday, May 30, 2022

Part-Time Commission-Based Sales
Flexible Schedule in Designated Locations
Leads Ready to Work
Training and Ongoing Support Provided

Muster at St. Joseph’s Parish
parking lot by 8:45 am

If interested, contact Essex Printing/Events Magazines at:

print@essexprinting.com
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Parade kicks off at 9:00 am.
ALL Veterans are welcome and encouraged
to march in the parade.
www.eventsmagazines.com

Chester Tax Office

Important Things to Keep in Mind
for the Future from the Tax Office
Well, it looks like we made it
through another winter and the Tax
Office has made it through nine
months of accepting credit card &
debit card. However, we did have to
make one change to Point and Pay
process of online payments. We no
longer will accept electronic or e
checks. We had six bounced back
to us in just an eight month period
of time, producing a lot of extra
paperwork and in one case, it caused
a taxpayer to have to pay $148 in
interest, since the payment was late
by the time we were notified. I really
thought that was very unfair and did
not want that to happen to anyone
else in the future. So, our methods of
payment:
1. Cash but in person only. Cash
should never be left in a mail slot
since no one would be there to
verify if it is the correct amount.
2. Personal or bank check and if
it is mailed, postmark is the
determining factor whether the
payment is on time or not. A
check could be hand delivered or
dropped off in the inside mail slot
labeled TOWN HALL. You do not
need a stamp if dropping off…it is
not a US postal mail slot.
3. Online through your own bank.
Set the Tax Collector up as payee
& use PO Box 314 Chester,

CT 06412. Your bank mails
the payment. In account box,
property address or the unique ID
of property, located on left side of
real estate bill. Neither the address
nor the unique ID change, so this
is the perfect piece of information
to use. Don’t use the bill number
since that changes each year. The
process does not cost anything
extra but please allow between
five and 10 days for their check to
get to us, so you will not be late.
You do not need a stamp since the
bank mails payment.
4. Then the newest option, pay
directly through the Town of
Chester website under Tax
Collector & click link under either
online lookup or payment. There
are fees involved with this process.
Follow all steps as if shopping
online and process your payment.
You can use a debit card which
is a flat fee of $3.95 for the full
transaction or use a credit card
but that has a fee of 2.5% of entire
balance of what you are paying
(a minimum of $2 but the fee is
usually a lot higher). If looking for
immediate DMV clearance, DO
NOT use this online process since
this process could take more than
a week before you are cleared. We
don’t get money instantly from
Point and Pay.

• Custom Homes
• Additions
• Full Remodeling
Services
• Window Replacement
• Custom Millwork
• Storm Shutters

Wine & Beer Tasting
The Chester Fair will be holding its annual Wine &
Beer Tasting on Saturday, June 18th from 6:30 pm
to 9:30 pm at the Chester Fairgrounds. We are so
happy this event is back!
There will be wine and beer vendors, live
entertainment, and various local restaurants will
be selling food. For more information, contact
us at remcgee@snet.net. Like us on Facebook for
updates! Our web address is www.chesterfair.org. If
you would like to participate, contact Rob Miceli at
ert14@sbcglobal.net

I look forward to addressing your concerns in the following areas of law...
REAL ESTATE: Refinance • Purchase • Sale • Reverse Mortgage
SMALL BUSINESS: Formation • Consulting • Purchase • Sale • Corporation • LLC
WILLS & PROBATE: Probate Administration • Living Wills • Estate Planning
Peter@lawforlocals.com • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1992 • www.lawforlocals.com
Chester Events • Quarter 2 • 2022
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Estuary News
May 14th Limited Seating Chef ’s Table Dinner
Join us for a
limited seating
Chef ’s Table
Dinner at The
Estuary on May
14th at 6:00
pm. This is an
exclusive dining
experience that includes a full 5-course
dinner, a selection of beer and wine,
and live music. Reservations are $55 per
person. Main course menu options include
Japanese Chashu Don, Pan Seared Black
Sea Bass, and Guinness Braised Beef Short
Ribs. To find out more, please visit www.
yourestuary.org or call 860-388-1611
ext.210. Deadline to RSVP is May 2nd. All
proceeds from this dinner support Meals
on Wheels and senior services for the
community.
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June 4th Adult Prom
The Estuary is excited to welcome back
its annual Prom on Saturday, June 4th
from 6:00-9:00 pm. Join us at the Estuary
Speakeasy and celebrate the Roaring 20’s
in style. The evening includes dinner,
dancing, a professional photographer to
take prom photos, and a special perform!
Tickets
are $10
per person
and can be
purchased
over the phone
at 860-388-1611
or in person
at The Estuary
Council at 220
Main St. Old
Saybrook.

Wellness Wednesdays
We are excited about The Estuary’s new
Wellness Wednesdays. Every Wednesday
we will have Strength & Balance Class
from 10:00-10:30 am, Low Impact Dance
Aerobics from 10:30-11:00 am, and Qigong
from 11:00-11:30 am. Move to Music is
the 1st & 2nd Wednesday of every month
from 1:30-2:00 pm. The 3rd Wednesday of
the month we will have our Vaccine Clinic
for COVID boosters, flu and shingles
from 12:30-3:00 pm (vaccines may change
from month to month, please call 860388-1611 for an updated list). The 4th
Wednesday of the month is our Hearing
Clinic, by appointment, from 12:30-4:00
pm that will assist you with an audiological
evaluation, ear inspection, hearing aid
cleaning & repair and more. If you have
been having issues with your hearing, the
great folks from Audiology Concierge are
here to help! All programs take place at
The Estuary center at 220 Main Street, Old
Saybrook, CT 06475 and are open to all
adults over the age of 50.

www.eventsmagazines.com

BRAYCE Update

Where are they now?

Rafaela Trugilho was a stellar
participant in the BRAYCE
Program in 2015. This is her story.
A couple of weeks ago, I caught
myself reading again some small
notes my friends from Camp
Hazen wrote for me. It was 2015
when they were written, and we
were all part of the Leadership
Program (LEA) at Camp. Years
went by since that time, but the warm feelings the notes shared
back then are still here.
I was a singer at the choir from Vila Olímpica da Maré, a social
project situated in one of the biggest slums in Rio de Janeiro,
Complexo da Maré. The director of the choir got in touch with
BRAYCE, and I was
invited to join the
program that year.
That was the very
first time I had a
chance to work with kids — who would have imagined this
would become my profession afterwards! As a LEA, one of
our main tasks was to be close to the kids, paying attention to
their needs, playing together and living with them the many
experiences camp would provide. Today, as a teacher from
Lower School, that’s a great part of my daily routine.

WEST MAIN ST.
SERVICES, INC.
Quality Service & Repair for
all your Automotive Needs
Family Business since 1946

860-526-4004

100 West Main Street, Chester
WestMainService@sbcglobal.net

Being in touch with this experience through BRAYCE was the
seed of my professional and educational choices. Right now,
having just been granted a Master Degree in Education, I see
how being part of social projects and getting in touch with
other cultures was fundamental for the path I chose to take. As
it turns out, the opportunities we share with young people are
the legacy we leave in our world.

Dredging Update… continued from page 7
interested contractors to submit a bid. We obtained two formal
bids and the contract was awarded to Hays Haven Marine
LLC. To provide you with an idea of the scope of the project,
you need to understand that Hays Haven Marine (HHM)
removed 1000 cubic yards of sediment over 13,500 square feet.
The bucket used for this project removes ¾ yard of sediment
material per scoop, so HHM scooped 1500 buckets of sediment
in order to remove all the required material from the mouth of
the Creek to bring it back to navigational standards.
This four-year Harbor Management Commission project
concludes before the end of March, and ensures years of safe
navigation on Chester Creek. Boat Safely
Chester Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

Home Heating Oil
♦ Central Heating & Heating Oil
♦ Residential & Commercial
Duct Systems
♦ Service & Installations

860-526-5244
860-345-3218
CT Lic. # S1-395107
CT Lic. # SM1-1954
CT Lic. # SM1-1980
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Today is Tomorrow’s History

News from the Chester Historical Society
Automatic Fuel Delivery
Price Protection Programs
AC Service & Installation
Pool Heater Service
& Installation
24/7 Emergency Service
Furnace/Boiler Service &
Installation
Kohler Generator Service
& Installation
Gas Fireplaces
Water Heaters
Service Plans
Customer Loyalty
& Referral Programs

Your local and family owned
and operated source.

Happy Spring! We are planning an
array of programs and happenings for
spring and summer. When this issue of
“Chester Events” reaches your home,
the Historical Society will be offering
an Art & Antiques Virtual Auction
(accessible through our website) to raise
funds for the continued preservation of
Chester history.

her son Joel. He will host the program,
sharing memories of his mother
and summers in Chester. Audience
memories of Judge Motley will be
encouraged as well. The program will
be free and light refreshments will
be available. (We will follow CDC
guidelines re masking and serving
food.)

Children’s Summer Programs
A committee of parents and educators,
including Town Historian Rob Miceli,
is developing four programs for
elementary school-aged children for the
summer. The goal is to teach children
about Chester’s history in a way that
will make it interesting, fun, interactive,
and relevant. The programs will be free,
will require registration and will be
based at the Chester Museum.

Dining Out Chester
This summer, we plan to have a small
exhibit about Chester’s restaurants in
our museum. Remember the original
Otto’s? Fiddler’s? Restaurant du
Village? The Lunch Box? There’s quite
a long list of them. We expect to also
have a crackerbarrel program about
restaurant memories in late summer/
early fall. If you have any memorabilia
(matchbooks, menus, photos), please let
Diane Lindsay know (860-526-2443 or
email chestercthistoricalsociety@gmail.
com.

The Delaney Series Begins May 22
Barbara and Edmund Delaney were
founders, patrons and creative forces
of the Chester Historical Society from
its inception in 1970. To honor their
memory and legacy, in 2018 the Society
announced the creation of a series
of periodic historical and cultural
programs in their name. The Delaney
Series programs would offer wide and
diverse themes, mirroring Barbara and
Edmund’s interests, loves and concerns.
While Covid-related viruses certainly
put a hold on these plans, the Delaney
Series will finally introduce its
inaugural program on Sunday, May
22, at 3 p.m. in the Meeting House.
The program will feature the short
documentary film, “The Trials of
Constance Baker Motley,” created by
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The Flood of ‘82
This June will be the 40th anniversary
of the 1982 Flood that heavily impacted
our town and surrounding towns.
Come for our crackerbarrel program to
share your flood stories while watching
our Powerpoint of images from that
June. The free program will be Sunday,
June 5, at 4 p.m. in the Meeting House.
Bring the kids!
And There’s More!
There’s too much more news to share
in this space, so please keep an eye
on our social media (facebook.com/
ChesterCTHistoricalSociety) and
website (chesterhistoricalsociety.org).

www.eventsmagazines.com

Household Hazardous
Waste Collections & Paper
Shredding Events
New for the 2022 season – we have closed our facility in Essex
and will be doing all HHW collections and shredding events at
satellite locations throughout the region. All locations are open
to all RiverCOG residents.
Free household hazardous waste collections for Chester
residents will take place from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on the
following Saturdays:
• April 23, 2022 at the Clinton Public Works Garage,
117 Nod Rd., Clinton
• May 14, 2022 at the East Hampton Water Pollution
Control Authority, 20 Gildersleeve Dr., E. Hampton
• J une 18, 2022 at the Lyme-Old Lyme Middle School,
49 Lyme St., Old Lyme
• July 16, 2022 at the Woodside Intermediate School,
30 Woodside Rd., Cromwell
• August 20, 2022 at the Haddam Elementary School,
272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum
• September 17, 2022 at the Middlesex Community
College, 100 Training Hill Rd., Middletown
• October 1, 2022 at the Haddam Elementary School,
272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum
Free paper shredding events for Chester residents will take
place from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on the following Saturdays:
• June 4, 2022 at the East Hampton Water Pollution
Control Authority, 20 Gildersleeve Dr., E. Hampton
• June 25, 2022 at the Westbrook Town Hall,
866 Boston Post Rd., Westbrook
• September 24, 2022 at the Middlefield Community
Center, 405 Main St., Middlefield
• October 15, 2022 at the Chester Town Hall,
203 Middlesex Ave., Chester
To learn details and acceptable materials please visit
www.rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste

& SON, INC.

Serving the CT River Valley
Heating Oil Dealer #252
P-203832 / S-303213

“Delivering for Our
Customers Since 1924”
• WATER SYSTEMS

Pumps, Tanks, Heaters, Filters

Visit Our Town
at www.chesterct.org

• FUEL OILS, PLUMBING
AND HEATING

High Efficiency Boilers, Solar Hot Water
Service and Repairs, Remodeling, Renovations

860-873-8454
www.mausandson.com
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Chester
town hall
860-526-0013 • 860-526-0004
fax

DEPARTMENT

EXTENSION / NUMBER

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Jenny Watrous
ANIMAL CONTROL

202

CONTACT INFO
AdminAsst@chesterct.org

860-767-4340 x160

ASSESSOR

512

ASSISTANT ASSESSOR
Joy O’Brien

512

Assessor@chesterct.org

BUILDING OFFICIAL
Richard Leighton

207

BldgOfficial@chesterct.org

CHESTER ROTARY

ChesterRotary.org

FINANCE
Peter Evankow

215

ACCOUNTS CLERK
Sharon Echtman

216

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Ray Guasp

202

EmergencyServices@chesterct.org

FIRE MARSHAL
Richard Leighton

212

FireMarshal@chesterct.org

202

FirstSelectman@chesterct.org

FIRST SELECTMAN
HARBOR MANAGEMENT
COMMISSION

Finance@chesterct.org

chesterharbormanagementcomm@gmail.com

HUMAN SERVICES
Rosie Bininger

213

HumanServices@chesterct.org

INFORMATION

202

Info@chesterct.org

210

InlandWetlands@chesterct.org

223

ParkRec@chesterct.org

208

ZoningOfficial@chesterct.org

POLICE SERVICES
Trooper Matt Warren

860-526-3605

PoliceServices@chesterct.org

PUBLIC LIBRARY
Stephanie Romano,
Library Director

227

INLAND WETLANDS
PARKS AND RECREATION
Elizabeth Netsch
PLANNING AND ZONING

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
John Divis, Foreman

Emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP): On July 16, 2021, the Connecticut Department of
Social Services announced that it will deliver $33.2 million
in Emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefits to over 218,500 Connecticut households
on Friday, July 23. Monthly allocations of emergency SNAP
benefits are going to all enrolled households, based on
continuance of a declared public health emergency related to
COVID-19 in Connecticut.
Authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act
of 2020, this federal allocation will provide a minimum of
$95 in extra food aid to all enrolled families and individuals.
On July 13, 2021, the Department of Social Services (DSS)
announced the expansion of its Online Purchasing Pilot
to.include BJ’s Wholesale Clubs across Connecticut. BJ’s
Wholesale Club now accepts EBT payments for SNAP
eligible items on www.BJs.com for in-club pickup and
curbside pickup at locations across Connecticut. BJ’s joins
Price Chopper, Aldi, Amazon, Walmart and ShopRite.
NOTE: Only Price Chopper and Aldi stores participate in
lnstacart. Amazon, Walmart, ShopRite and BJ’s Wholesale
Club have their own online delivery methods.
NOTE: Only SNAP benefits on EBT cards can be used for
online purchases. At this time, cash assistance benefits on
EBT cards cannot be used for any part of online shopping,
including shipping, delivery or service fees. Customers will
need a secondary form of payment for non-food items,
such as taxes, tips and fees, per federal SNAP guidelines.
Customary shipping/delivery fees are:
• lnstacart pickup fees are $1.99 and delivery starts at $3.99.
• ShopRite has a $10 service fee and a separate delivery fee.
• Walmart fees vary between $7.95 and $9.95 (or a flat fee of
$98/year).

860-526-0020

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
Tracey Ohaus & Leslie Holbrook

211

ChesterRegistrar@chesterct.org

SANITATION
Ryan Grenon

206

Sanitarian@chesterct.org

TAX COLLECTOR
Madaline Meyer

513

TaxCollector@chesterct.org

TAX CLERK
Susan Shrack

513

TaxClerk@chesterct.org

TOWN CLERK
Kathryn Hair

510

TownClerk@chesterct.org

ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK
Sharon Echtman

510

TREASURER
Joe Cohen

230

WPCA

Treasurer@chesterct.org
wpca@chesterct.org

w w w.chesterc t.org
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The SNAP Program
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• Amazon waives delivery fees for orders over $35 with
free 2-day shipping for Prime members. For non-Prime
members, orders of $25 or more of receive free shipping in
5-8 business days.
Contact Information
Connecticut Food Bank/Food Share SNAP Outreach
Program Telephone: 860.856.4354
- To set up a time to complete the application over
the phone (~30 minutes)
Town of Chester
Social Services Program Rosie Bininger, Director
203 Middlesex Avenue
Chester, CT 06412
860.526.0013, x213
Rosie.Bininger@chesterct.org
www.eventsmagazines.com

Planning & Zoning Commission
After a year that saw a great
deal of change and transition
in both staff and public
officials, the Chester Planning
& Zoning Commission and
Land Use Office will be
seeking to focus on process
and information-sharing
improvements in 2022. Some
of these developments include:
• Hiring of a new, part-time
Land Use Clerk. This is a
newly-created staff position,
shared with the Assessor’s
office, who will help to
coordinate applications across
the Zoning, Wetlands, Health,
and Building Department.
Because much of the
staffing for each of those
departments is part-time
and non-overlapping, interdepartmental coordination of
development applications can
be challenging. This clerical
position will help to track
and process applications to
ensure that both property
owners are informed about
the status of their projects and
all regulatory procedures are
followed.
• Hiring of a new Wetlands
Officer, following the
passing of former Wetlands
Officer Anna Sweeney. The
First Selectman and Inland
Wetlands & Watercourses
Agency will be reviewing
candidates and proposals over
the next month.
• Exploration of an online
land use permitting process.
Along with the Town of
Deep River, Chester will
be receiving proposals to
convert from a paper-based
permitting system to an
online system that applicants
can submit electronically.
This system will allow for
more efficient processing of

project applications and better
tracking for both property
owners and public officials.
• Continued improvements
to our public information so
that interested parties can
better understand the Town’s
physical land resources and
regulatory environment.
These improvements can
be accessed from the P&Z
page on the Town’s website:
http://chesterct.org/towngovernment/planning-zoningcommission/, and include
links to the updated Zoning
Regulations; and
• An overhaul of the Town’s
GIS (Geographic Information
Systems) online property
maps. This will be a public
interface where you can view
information about individual
properties, including
ownership, property size,
land use, and zoning district.
With a variety of data layers
available (along the left side
of the window), different
resources such as water bodies,
wetlands, elevation contours,
and building footprints can
be viewed. The conversion to
the new GIS system should be
complete by mid-year.
The Planning and Zoning
Commission meets on the
second Thursday of each
month and is holding inperson meetings at Town Hall
as well as a virtual option
for each meeting, a link to
which will be provided on the
agendas. The Zoning Officer
holds regular office hours
at Town Hall on Monday
afternoons and Thursday
mornings, and you can
reach the office by emailing
zoningofficial@chesterct.org.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

STAR OF FREEDOM

WORLD PREMIERE OF A NEW MUSICAL

Based on the concept album “Exodus” by Jeff Blaney
Conceived by Jacqueline Hubbard
Music & Lyrics by Jeff Blaney;
Book by Lawrence Thelen

APRIL 7 – MAY 1, 2022

NATIVE GARDENS
By Karen Zacarias

MAY 19 – JUNE 12, 2022

SMOKEY JOE’S CAFÉ

THE SONGS OF LEIBER AND STOLLER

Words and Music by Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller

JUNE 30 – JULY 31, 2022

RING OF FIRE

THE MUSIC OF JOHNNY CASH
Created by Richard Maltby, Jr.
Conceived by William Meade

AUGUST 11 – SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

THE GREAT GATSBY

Adapted for the Stage by Simon Levy

SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 23, 2022

WINTER WONDERETTES
Created By Roger Bean

NOVEMBER 17 – DECEMBER 18, 2022

103 MAIN STREET | IVORYTON, CT 06442
860.767.7318 | IVORYONPLAYHOUSE.ORG

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Chester Community Partnership
ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited,
Income Constrained, Employed —
households that earn more than the
Federal Poverty Level, but less than the
basic cost of living in an area. This is
known as the ALICE threshold. Combined,
the number of ALICE households and
households living in poverty equals the
total number of households struggling to
meet basic needs. ALICE households may
describe us, or our friends and neighbors.
The ALICE Survival Budget for Middlesex
County is $29,400 for a single adult and
$94,356 for a family of four (2 adults, 1
infant, 1 preschooler). The ALICE Survival
Budget is more than two times the current
Federal Poverty Level for a family of one
($12,880) and four times the level for a
family of four ($26,500).
24.4% (n=135) of households who
responded to the Chester Covid-19 Impact
Survey reported the loss of a job/income
associated with the pandemic (June 2020).
Chester is perceived and is often referred
to as an affluent community. However,
24% (n= 413) of households in our
community are struggling to meet basic
needs (ALICE Report, 2020). According to
the 2021 Chester Equity Profile, 4% (n=71)
of Chester households, 185 residents live
in poverty, suggesting that other 20%
(n=342) households are ALICE.
Housing. A total of 38% (n=674) of
Chester households are cost burdened
(19% are severely cost burdened) (Chester
Equity Profile, 2021). 50 households in
Chester are not current on their property
taxes and between 2-6 households have
reportedly been unsheltered or in unstable
housing situations at various times in
the past year (personal communication,
Chester Town Hall).
Food. 10.8% (n=60) of households who
responded to the Chester Covid-19
Impact Survey reported experiencing
food insecurity (June 2020). Less than 50
residents in Chester receive Supplemental
Assistance Nutrition Program (SNAP)
benefits (Chester Equity Profile, 2021).
More recently, DSS reported that 160
Chester residents are enrolled in SNAP
(Town of Chester, Social Services Annual
18
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Report, 2020-2021). 28% (n=56) of
students at Chester Elementary School
and 22% (n=188) of students at John
Winthrop Middle School and Valley
Region High School qualify for the free
and reduced lunch program (Connecticut
Data Collaborative, 2020-2021). Many
of these same students and their families
benefit from the UCC Backpack Program.
In the past nine months, 45-50 households
have visited the Chester Food Program,
which is currently serving an average of
21 households each month and expects
to distribute more than 1200 bags of food
this fiscal year (personal communication,
Chester Food Program).
Transportation. 7% (n=107) of
households in Chester have no vehicle
(Chester Equity Profile, 2021) and
therefore, must rely on family, friends/
neighbors, a paid employee, or public
transportation.
Childcare. According to the Chester
Equity Profile (2021), the population of
children in Chester declined by 29.2%
(n=230) between 2010-2020. This trend
is reflected in the decrease in school
enrollment. There are only 3-4 licensed
family childcare programs with limited
enrollment, one Montessori program, and
NO before or after school programs in
Chester. The Church Street Childcare at
the First Congregational Church in Deep
River has plans to close in September 2022.
Health/Mental Health. 6% of adults in
Chester do not have health insurance
(Chester Equity Profile, 2021). As for
mental health, 14% of youth (age 12-17)
in Connecticut report suffering from at
least one major episode of depression
in the past year, and yet 66% of those
youth did NOT receive any mental health
services (Mental Health America, 2022).
In the Tri-Town area, 21% of students at
John Winthrop Middle School and Valley
Regional High School reported frequently
feeling depressed or having attempted
suicide at least once. This percentage was
greater among the upper classes with 36%
of juniors and seniors reported feeling
depressed or suicidal. Tri-Town Youth
Services Bureau (TTYSB) has a 2-month

wait list for mental health services. The
Child & Family Agency of Southeastern
CT (Essex) is prioritizing services to youth
(£ 18 years) with Husky insurance. All
other youth, families (and adult residents)
with private insurance or limited insurance
coverage must be added to a waitlist at
TTYSB or with other private providers.
There are currently no openings for
mental health services among shoreline
practitioners!
Technology. 24.6% (n=136) of households
who responded to the Chester Covid-19
Impact Survey reported challenges
accessing technology (June 2020).
Access to technology is a necessity. The
Chester Community Partnership was
recently awarded a $5000 grant from
Community Foundation of Middlesex
County (CFMC) and the Chester Public
Library was awarded a $5200 grant from
Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF) to
improve access to technology to Chester
households by expanding the 211-Chester
Program, purchasing computers/internet
service OR smart phones/cellular service,
and creating a mentorship program to
teach digital literacy.
What will happen to ALICE? All the data
reported in the Chester Covid-19 Impact
Survey (June 2020), ALICE Report (2020),
Chester Equity Profile (2021), and Search
Institute (February 2021) was from prepandemic or early pandemic information.
It’s 2022 and we have been living in a
pandemic for 2-years. As we enter a postpandemic world, Chester can expect to see
an increase in ALICE households.
The Chester Community Partnership
needs your help to continue to expand
the social services safety net.

Act NOW

Donate to the Chester Community
Fund. Make checks payable to: Chester
Community Fund. Reference Chester
Community Partnership in the Memo.
Mail the check to: Chester Town Hall, 203
Middlesex Avenue, Chester, CT 06412.
Volunteer for the Chester Food Program.
For more information or to volunteer,
www.eventsmagazines.com

38% of Chester households are cost burdened
please contact Allison Abramson,
Coordinator at 860.910.8685 or allison@
ttysb.org.
Donate food to the Chester Food Program.
For more information or to arrange a food
donation, please contact Adrian Nichols,
Pantry Manager at 860.661.2161 or
theoldbirder@gmail.com.
Volunteer for the 211-Chester Program:
Join our Tech Team and help launch
the digital literacy program. For more
information or to volunteer, please contact
Kimberley Megrath, Chester Community
Partnership at 727.599.9545 or Kimberley.
Megrath@gmail.com.

Join the Conversation NOW

Affordable Housing. Connecticut is an
expensive place to live, and the lack of
affordable housing in Chester suggests
that many young adults may not be able
to afford to live in the town where they
grew up, older residents may not be able
to find an apartment or afford to downsize
from single-family homes, and ALICE

Chester Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

10.8% of households reported experiencing food insecurity
7% of households in Chester have no vehicle
6% of adults in Chester do not have health insurance
24.6% of households have challenges accessing technology
households can’t afford to live where they
work. The Lower Connecticut River Valley
Council of Governments (RiverCOG)
has developed a regional housing plan.
The Connecticut General Statutes (CGS)
Section 8-30j requires Chester to adopt
an Affordable Housing Plan (AHP) by
June 30, 2022, that specifies how our
community intends to address affordable
housing.
To join the conversation, please visit the
RiverCoG website, https://www.rivercog.
org/projects/rhp/ or the Town of Chester
website, http://chesterct.org/affordablehousing-public-information-session/.
Chester ARPA Committee. Chester
received $1,246,840 from the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021. The

Town of Chester has convened an
ARPA Committee to actively engage the
community in the process of determining
how Chester ARPA funds will be spent.
To join the conversation, please attend a
committee meeting, which are scheduled
at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month (May 10, June 14, July 12); visit
the Town of Chester website, http://
chesterct.org/chester-arpa-committee/
to read the meeting minutes/get updates
on committee activities; or submit a
proposal for consideration. Instructions
for submitting an ARPA proposal may
be found here, http://chesterct.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ChesterARPA-Committee-DRAFT-ProposalInstructions-and-Form-022822.pdf

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Chester Library
Kids/Teens Program
Story Time has returned every Monday
at 10:30 am. This event will take place
outdoors weather permitting otherwise we
will hold story time in our downstairs.
“Read Beyond the Beaten Path” is this
year’s summer reading theme. Be sure to
check our website for games, books and
more. The adventure awaits!
STEM/STEAM grab-and-go activities
continue for kids every Wednesday.
Adult Program
The library is planning to spread a little
kindness this spring with an outdoor
event (details forthcoming). This occasion
is made possible thanks to the Peach
Pit Foundation in Partnership with
Community Foundation of Middlesex
County.

Other
Tech Help – Call the library and schedule
an appointment with a librarian who will
help you with your computer questions.

beyond mere facts and figures to deliver
an insider's perspective on daily life and
culture, including the history, customs,
and lifestyles of the world's people.

Have you been downstairs at the library?
We’ve got RPG’s (roll playing games),
cards, board games, and puzzles. There’s
also a collaborative mosaic poster we need
your help finishing!

• SIRS® Discoverer® is a general reference
database for upper elementary and
middle school learners, researchers, and
educators covering curriculum areas such
as reading, language arts, science, social
studies, history, health, and technology.

The library has acquired two additional
online resources geared towards upper
elementary and middle school learners.
These can be found under the resources
tab on our website; gain access 24/7 with a
valid Chester library card.
•C
 ultureGrams® is the leading primary
source reference for concise, reliable,
and up-to-date cultural information
on the countries of the world. It goes

We encourage patrons to check our
website chesterctlibrary.com and social
media pages for updates on programs
and activities. Be sure check out all the
wonderful resources the library has to offer
24/7.

Tri-Town Youth Services

Fox
Ledge
Farm

Riding Lessons
Beginner - Grand Prix
Dressage & Balance Seat
Schooling Shows
June 22, July 13 & August 17

Series End Awards
Team Competition (July Show)
Jumping Cow Ice Cream on Site
29-A Daniels Road
(off Rt. 151)
East Haddam, CT 06423
eqarts@snet.net
www.foxledgefarm.net

860.873.8108
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Programs and Services
Tri-Town Youth Services supports all children, teens, and parents in Chester,
Deep River, and Essex. We provide information, resources, and innovative
programs to meet the changing needs of local families, including:
• Parent education
• Early childhood playgroups
• Suicide prevention
• Diversionary program
• Adolescent substance abuse prevention 4 Wellness Prevention &
Mental Health
Mission and Vision
Tri-Town Youth Services coordinates, develops, and
provides services dedicated to promoting the positive
growth and development of youth and families in
Chester, Deep River, and Essex. Tri- Town Youth Services envisions a community
where youth are able to establish strong and positive relationships with family,
school, peers, and the community.
Developmental Assests: The Heart of Our Work
Since 2005, TTYSB has used The Search Institute’s Developmental Assets Model
to provide positive experiences and promote skills that influence young people’s
development, helping them become caring, responsible, productive adults and
preventing negative behavior and outcomes. Our agency and its Substance Abuse
Prevention Coalition work across sectors to build youth assets and address a
range of behavioral health issues facing young people while also addressing the
needs of those who care for them.
Promotion Program for all Sixth Grade Students Afterschool mentoring for
elementary schoolchildren using the One Circle Foundation Model Teen
leadership development at Valley Regional High School
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Chester Public Library  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-0018

Chester Public Library  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-0018
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Consumer Protection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 566-2294
Consumer Protection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 566-2294
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County .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .(860)
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526-2780
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SuperintendentofofSchools
SchoolsDistrict
District44 .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .(860)
(860)526-2417
526-2417
Superintendent
Chester
ChesterElementary
ElementarySchool
School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .(860)
(860)526-5797
526-5797
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MiddleSchool .
School . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .(860)
(860)526-9546
526-9546
Valley
ValleyRegional
RegionalHigh
HighSchool
School  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .(860)
(860)526-5328
526-5328
WORSHIP
WORSHIPSERVICES
SERVICES
St .
St .Joseph’s
Joseph’sRoman
RomanCatholic
CatholicChurch
Church .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .(860)
(860)526-5495
526-5495
Congregation
Beth
Shalom
Temple
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
 .
(860)
Congregation Beth Shalom - Temple  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860)526-8920
526-8920
United Church of Chester  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-2697

United Church of Chester  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-2697

WHAT IS 2-1-1?

It is Connecticut’s free and confidential information and referral service. By calling 2-1-1, a
toll-free number throughout CT, callers can reach knowledgeable, multilingual staff and get
information, referrals or seek help in a crisis. 2-1-1 operates 24 hours-a-day, every day of the
year. TDD access is available. Visit the website for more information: http://www.211.org/#

Chester Tax Relief Programs
Applications Available in the Assessor’s Office
Veteran Exemption: To qualify, the Veteran
must be a resident, have served at least
90 days during wartime service and have
received an Honorable Discharge. Original
Discharge papers (DD-214) must be filed
with the Town Clerk prior to October 1.
Disabled Veteran: To receive this
exemption, the Veteran must follow
the steps above for the Regular Veteran
Exemption as well as provide the Assessor
with a Disability rating slip prior to
October 1.
Additional Veteran Exemption: An
additional exemption is available for
veterans within certain income limits.
Qualified applicants must apply biennially
between February 1 and October 1.
Active members of the United States
armed forces who have a motor vehicle is
registered in Chester are eligible to claim a
property tax exemption for one (or more)
motor vehicle(s). An annual application
Chester Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

must be filed no later than December 31.
Homeowners’-Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief:
The State provides homeowners who are
elderly or totally disabled, and whose
annual income do not exceed certain
limits, an exemption amount based on a
graduated income scale. Applications must
be filed biennially between February 1 and
May 15.
Local Option-Property Tax Relief for the
Elderly/Disabled: Homeowners whose
primary domicile is Chester, who have
been a Chester taxpayer for at least
one year, and who are elderly or totally
disabled may qualify for this exemption.
Applications must be filed biennially
between February 1 and May 15.
Disabled Tax Relief: Property owners who
are totally disabled are eligible for up to a
$1,000 exemption. Applicant must provide
proof of total disability to the Assessor’s
Office prior to October 1.

Renters’ Rebate: State law provides a
reimbursement program for renters who
are elderly or totally disabled and whose
income do not exceed certain limits. The
rebate amount is based on a graduated
income scale and calculates rent and utility
payments made in the prior calendar
year. An annual application must be filed
between April 1 and October 1.
www.eventsmagazines.com
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last word…

Many fondly remember going to Raybestos Memorial field in Stratford, CT. Amid
chants of “Joanie, Joanie,” the softball phenom mowed down the competition. Joan
Joyce dominated women’s fast pitch softball for decades - beginning her amateur
career at age 13 with the Raybestos Brakettes. The Waterbury, CT native excelled
at every sport she tried - a true competitor, a lifelong coach/mentor. Joyce combines an unbridled, remarkable talent with a matter of fact, humble personality.
While she readily speaks about her success, there is no bragging.
Many consider her as “The Greatest Woman Athlete of All Time.” Her jaw-dropping achievements/honors take pages to list, including 20 Hall of Fame inductions,
Connecticut Athlete of the Year (selected by the Connecticut Sports Writers
Alliance), and a softball field renamed Joan Joyce Field (a part of Municipal
Stadium in Waterbury).
A LIFETIME OF ASTOUNDING
ACHIEVEMENTS
Joyce’s softball career covered
1954-1963 and 1967-1975 with the
Brakettes and 1964-1966 with the
Orange Lionettes. The slingshot
pitcher notched 150 no-hitters and 50
perfect games with a lifetime earned
run average of 0.09. An outstanding
hitter, her career batting average is
.327. In 1974, her Brakettes were the
first American team to win the World
Championships.
She co-founded the International
Women’s Professional Softball
Association, being the star player for
and part-owner of the Connecticut Falcons. The Falcons won every championship
of the IWPSA’s existence (1976-1979).
Women’s softball coach at
Florida Atlantic University.

She is a four-time Women’s Basketball Association All-American and three time
AAU Basketball All-American. She played on the USA Women’s National Team
in 1964 and 1965, setting a national tournament basketball single-game scoring
record (67 points) in 1964.
She formed the Connecticut Clippers volleyball team in 1968, and competed as a
player/coach. She was named to the All-East United States Volleyball Association
Regional Team. Taking up golf at age 35, she spent 19 years on the LPGA tour
(1977-1995). She still holds the LPGA and PGA record of just 17 putts in one
round of golf.
Now 80, Joyce is the women’s softball coach at Florida Atlantic University. Starting
the program from scratch in 1994, she has amassed 12 Conference Championships,
participated in 11 NCCA Tournaments, and won 8 Coach-of-the Year Awards.
THE SECRET TO SUCCESS?
“I don’t know,” she says. “The only thing I can say about me is that I am very
competitive. . . . I will beat you at just about everything. If you beat me, I’d shake
hands. But I’d say to myself, you are not going to beat me a second time.”

2
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Photo courtesy of Joan Joyce.

by Sigrid Kun

Joan with
her biggest
fan - Dad
(Joe Joyce).

Her mother worked days. She, her father (above) and brother played
sports all the time. “We would end up going to my father’s softball
games,” she recalls. “We had no gloves. We’d run around everywhere
while my father was playing. When they came in from the field, they’d
put the gloves under the bench. We’d take them and start catching.
When they went back in the field, they’d have to come and get the
gloves back from us.” When her father played basketball, she and
her brother would wait for the halftime buzzer and then fly onto the
court to play.
SPECIAL MOMENTS - JOYCE SHARED A FEW
Striking Out Ted Williams/Hank
Aaron. She calls striking out Ted
Williams (left) and Hank Aaron her
favorite moments. “It’s the easiest
thing I’ve ever done in my life,” she
relates. “They had no chance against
a softball pitcher just because of the
distance." She faced Williams as part
of fundraisers in 1961 and 1966; Aaron in 1978 in a West Hartford
exhibition. There were no radar guns then. A doctorate study from
USC determined her pitching speed to be the equivalent of 119 mph
in baseball.
Invited to China by the All-China Sports Federation (1979).
“It was the first team ever invited to China,” she recalls of the
Connecticut Falcons. “When we played our last game sixty thousand
people came to the game. I was looking out and it was like a flood of
people just coming and coming and coming. And I’m thinking, ‘Oh,
my God!’” The American team won all six games. In the final game,
Joyce pitched a no-hitter to beat the Chinese all-star team.
Softball World Championships (1974).
Joyce pitched a no hitter against Australia.
“Only one walk. And we picked her off,”
notes Joyce. “It would have been a perfect
game.” She also stymied Japan, giving up
only two hits. No team wore helmets then.
Japan showed up wearing them. Was it to
distract her or out of fear of her? “It didn’t
work,” she laughs. “You did not want to get
me focused or to get my attention. Stare at
me? Give me looks? I would say to myself,
keep doing that ‘cause you’re never going to beat me. I just didn’t like
to lose.”
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Photo of Joan coaching (far left) courtesy of FAU Athletics.

Joan Joyce - Our Finest Athlete

Photo of Joan pitching (left) and photo of Joan with
Ted Williams (above left) courtesy of Joan Chandler.

The

Plane, Train, or Automobile?
Planning An Eco-Friendly Vacation with an EV
road as gas stations . Consider setting your route in advance
and you can plan activities around your charging breaks!

Travel is a way to see new landscapes, try new foods,
experience different cultures, find adventure in a place
you haven’t fully discovered
yet. While we all love a little
vacation, we know that taking a trip can have an impact
on the environment.

SOME CHARGER SCOUTING TOOLS INCLUDE:
Plug Share – helps you plan
your EV route

FLYING is often the fastest
way to get to your destination, and can take you far.
But air travel has the highest
emissions count of any mode
of transportation per person.
Fuel efficiency is improving,
and some airlines are investing in fleets that run on more
environmentally-friendly fuel alternatives, but we have a long
way to go.
CRUISE SHIPS offer a floating vacation with quick planning
and a relaxed experience, but they aren’t a much more sustainable option.
TRAINS get us closer to our low-emission travel goals. They
offer more fuel efficiency, lower emissions, and sometimes
even a faster trip than planes do.
DRIVING with a traditional car has implications we’re all
familiar with, but what about an electric vehicle?
As electric vehicles become a more popular and available
option, the possibilities for eco-friendly tourism expand.
Whether you’re ready to charge up your family car and hit
the road, or you’re grabbing a rental and picking your route,
here are some tips to make sure you get the most out of your
low-carbon adventure!

1. KNOW YOUR VEHICLE
Electric vehicles have their own unique features and functions.
Each model varies in the range it can travel before recharging
and some even require a specific type of charger. While most
electric vehicles can travel 150-300 miles on one charge, you
definitely want to know your vehicle’s range before you head
out! Start your trip armed with knowledge and a manual.

EV Hotels – helps you find
charger locations as well as
find accommodations to
help you charge overnight
Charge Hub – shows where
you can charge and offers
other EV resources

3. BUILD IN CONTINGENCIES
You’ve crossed everything off your list before leaving the
house, including programming your thermostat for vacation
mode, and are out the door on time. To make sure the rest
of your trip goes smoothly, consider planning extra time for
charging stops and know where you can get power in case
something unexpected occurs.

4. EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE
Hooray for trying something new and environmentally-friendly! Take the chance to chat with other EV drivers. Participate in
a community of like-minded wanderers and share your tips
with them.
When you return home, consider convenient charging for less
with Eversource’s EV charging program. When you setup a
charging station at your home, you can qualify for rebates for
a level 2 smart charger, and the installation costs, as well as
an ongoing incentive for participation in ConnectedSolutions
managed charging, Eversource’s EV demand response program. Make sure you’re always ready for your next electrified
adventure!
Visit eversource.com/electric-vehicles to learn more.

2. PLAN YOUR CHARGING STOPS
There are some great tools for viewing electric vehicle charging
locations. Making sure you know where on your route you can
charge up is key, as electric chargers aren’t as visible from the
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