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First Selectwoman’s Corner

Spring was a very busy time in Chester. We passed a town
budget and prepared an Affordable Housing Plan. The
budget process started in February with weekly joint meetings of the Board of Selectman and Board of Finance. My
goal was to not increase the mill rate and by working
closely with the various departments and commissions
we succeeded.
The State Legislature had passed a law requiring all towns
in the state to submit an Affordable Housing Plan by June 1,
2022. With the help of River COG and Joh Guszkowski a
basic plan was created that the individual towns then adapted to fit their needs. Pat Bandzes worked with the COG on
behalf of Chester, holding three public meetings, to finalize
Chester’s plan and have it submitted by the June 1 deadline.
Our reenergized Economic Development Commission has
taken the Plan of Conservation and Development and are
working with Planning and Zoning on numerous initiatives
and projects contained in the plan. Again, many volunteers
are working on these projects and will be making presentations to the town. It is hoped that some of the projects will
qualify for ARPA funding to help get them off the ground.
The ARPA committee has been hard at work reviewing

potential projects for funding
and bringing them to the Board
of Selectmen and the Board of
Finance for approval and to send
to Town Meeting. We are always
looking for ideas from the town’s
people as to projects they would
like to see done within the ARPA
guidelines. There is a request form
on the town website or you can
Charlene O. Janecek
contact Jenny and she will get a
First Selectwoman
form for you. So far funds have
been approved for social services, the fire boat, technology
upgrades, and WPCA infrastructure repairs. Other projects
are in the review process.
From our elected officials to our fantastic town crew, to our
dedicated police force, to our fire and ambulance personnel,
and to all the volunteers who unselfishly work every day
to keep Chester the wonderful town it is, I thank each of
you. Chester would not be this wonderful without each
and every one of you.
Charlene O. Janecek,
First Selectwoman

I N D E P E N D E N T L I V I N G • A S S I ST E D L I V I N G • M E M O RY C A R E

Be Inspired to Exercise Your Independence.

~Retirement and Assisted Living~
At The~Memory
Saybrook
at Haddam
Care~

We Nurture Your Independence.
Here, you will enjoy being part of our vibrant,
active community, taking part in social and
educational activities, exercise and wellness
classes to help keep you vital and strong.
You’ll create the life you want and leave the
upkeep and maintenance of a home behind,
leaving you with more time to enjoy life.
You can rest easy knowing that help is at
your fingertips when you need it.

CALL 860.345.0090 TODAY FOR A PRIVATE TOUR!

Come Exercise Your Independence and see how Inspired you will be!
1556 Saybrook Rd. | Haddam, CT 06438 | www.TheSaybrookAtHaddam.com
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WHAT IS 2-1-1?

It is Connecticut’s free and confidential
information and referral service.
By calling 2-1-1, a toll-free number
throughout CT, callers can reach knowledgeable, multilingual staff and
get information, referrals or seek help in a crisis. 2-1-1 operates 24 hoursa-day, every day of the year. TDD access is available.
Visit the website for more information: http://www.211.org/#
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Earth Day 2022 Town Wide Clean-up Effort

SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

STAR OF FREEDOM

WORLD PREMIERE OF A NEW MUSICAL

Approximate 50 volunteers at the meeting location
receiving assignments.
Both photos by Tom Brelsford.

Approximately 50 volunteers arrived at 9:00 am on
Saturday the 23rd of April, at the town parking lot on
Water Street. We were gifted with spectacular weather!
Suggested locations were given out, and off the dedicated
volunteers went out to scour and clean the town of trash
and litter. Several crews with trucks went out in the early
afternoon and retrieved a total of 51 large bags of collected
trash, 5 tires, lots of car parts, metal, and even a refrigerator compressor. Another very successful event, in honor
of Earth Day 2022!

Based on the concept album “Exodus” by Jeff Blaney
Conceived by Jacqueline Hubbard
Music & Lyrics by Jeff Blaney;
Book by Lawrence Thelen

APRIL 7 – MAY 1, 2022

NATIVE GARDENS
By Karen Zacarias

MAY 19 – JUNE 12, 2022

SMOKEY JOE’S CAFÉ

THE SONGS OF LEIBER AND STOLLER

Words and Music by Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller

JUNE 30 – JULY 31, 2022

RING OF FIRE

THE MUSIC OF JOHNNY CASH
Created by Richard Maltby, Jr.
Conceived by William Meade

AUGUST 11 – SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

THE GREAT GATSBY

Adapted for the Stage by Simon Levy

SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 23, 2022
Collected trash in front of supplied town dumpster.

The Chester Land Trust wishes to personally and sincerely thank everyone involved: The Town of Chester,
the Conservation Commission, and each and every volunteer that dedicated their personal time and effort in
this very successful clean-up effort !
Bill Myers,
President,
Chester Land Trust
Chester Events • Quarter 3 • 2022

WINTER WONDERETTES
Created By Roger Bean

NOVEMBER 17 – DECEMBER 18, 2022

103 MAIN STREET | IVORYTON, CT 06442
860.767.7318 | IVORYONPLAYHOUSE.ORG
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Land Trust Receives Historically Significant Land Donation!
This spring The Chester Land Trust is
the new owner of a recent acquisition of
donated property, located near the intersection of Goose Hill Road and Kings
Highway. The 1/2 acre of property, was
generously donated to the Chester Land
Trust by longtime residents Geraldine and
Nathan Jacobson.
This property, and in the immediate area
surrounding this property, was once an
old industry here in Chester, known as
the “Old Tanning Yard.” This Tannery,
which operated from about 1820, thru
the end of the 1800s. The tanning and
processing of raw animal hides was conducted turning them into leather. The
procedure involved the soaking of animal
hides in lime and water, scraping off the
hair, and then placing the skin in layers in
boxes with ground bark spread over each
layer with water then poured in the boxes.
After about 6 months of soaking, the hides
were repacked with oak bark, hemlock,
chestnut, and other bark. These wood
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Original painting of the Old Bark Mill painted by Cady Russell,
(1854-1946) granddaughter of Jonathan Warner.
Photo of painting courtesy Historical Society.

chips contained tannin and tannic acid
that was needed for the tanning process.
This lengthy process created leather shoes,
coats, belts, saddles, harnesses, machinery

belting, various types of clothing, tents,
and more.
It is assumed that Edward Leete was the

www.eventsmagazines.com

New donated
bench at the
Carini Preserve at
30 Water Street, Chester.
Photo by Bill Meyers.

person that erected the building (shown
at left) where the hides were tanned in the
early 1800s.
On October 18, 1824, Leete sold to Mason
Holmes of East Haddam 3/4 of an acre for

$600, the same tract of which Leete’s
Tannery works were located. On June
14th, 1843 the Tannery Works passed to
William Bates of Chester. The business
was well established by this point and
was well known in Chester as “The Old
Tannery.”
In 1863 Jonathan Warner bought 3/4 of an
acre with the “buildings thereon standing,
the vats and other fixtures, also the Bark
mill, the water wheel and mill privileges,
and the land on which the same stands.”
He was the last person to own and conduct this mill as a Tannery.
Sometime near the end of late 1800s this

business was closed, and it was sold to the
Chester Water Company. Later this property became part of the Guilford-Chester
Water Company. This was in 1910, and
although the old mill had disappeared, the
foundation stones that held the trough and
the foundation stones were still in place
and are still visible in place today!
The Chester Land Trust and Chester
residents are deeply appreciative and grateful to Geraldine and Nathan Jacobson for
the donation of this historical land to be
preserved in perpetuity!
(History Source: Chester Historical Society:
Kate Silliman’s Scrapbook)

Visit Chester’s website at:
www.chesterct.org

We hope you will find our website to be a useful tool
to find updated information and explore our wonderful community.

Chester Events • Quarter 3 • 2022
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Chester Tax Office

Observations after One Year of Accepting
Online Payments Through Town Links
For a few people, less than 3% of our total
collections for the 2020 grand list, the
accepting of online payments through the
Town site (with a company called Point
and Pay) has gone well.
After 6 months, I had to stop accepting
electronic checks, since too many were
coming back as a bounced check. This
caused some people to have large interest
payments, since their bill was late when
it finally was repaid. But the convenience
for some has been helpful. I personally
prefer the check or cash payment process.
This is all done in one batch in a particular
day and deposited in the bank that day, in
most cases.
Online payment with your own bank is my
next favorite way for a person to pay. The
check comes straight from your own bank
and is processed the same way as personal
checks or cash. The payment goes into the
computer on the day it is received or the
date on the check which governs when we
are allowed to post it. However, in the case
of online with Point & Pay we have had
over 50 batches this year, and some might
only have 1 payment per batch. So, there

is a lot of extra paperwork and paper and
time to do online payments. But we will
continue to accept credit card or debit card
payments in the future. A debit card payment has an added fee of a flat $2.95 per
group of payments a person makes in one
transaction. And a credit card payment has
a fee of 2.5% of the total of the transaction
for that exact time process.
This Point & Pay company does have
wonderful records and provides us with
either a phone number or email for each
person that pays through this online system. This is extremely helpful, if we need
to reach that individual for any reason
during the year.
So, save your money, and one way or the
other, try to be on time with your July tax
bills. And try not to wait until the last day
or the last minute if you have a missing bill
or a question about the bill.
We have a new Assessor, named Emily
Eckenroth, and a new Assistant Clerk in
the Assessor’s Office, named Joy O’Brien.
Each of these women are very helpful and
very knowledgeable and both are willing

to help whenever possible. Welcome them
if you are in Town Hall especially up on
the second floor.
Susan, my Assistant, and I, will continue
to try to help each and everyone one who
calls or stops into the Tax Office or who
emails me. I check my email from home
up to about 9:00 pm each day. So, if you
need something, tax related, be sure to
email to: TaxCollector@chesterct.org. I
might actually respond on a Saturday or
Sunday…. night!
I cannot clear a person through DMV
from home, so don’t wait to pay your MV
bills. Pay them in July and then you won’t
need clearance.
Have a great summer. Stay well. Stay
safe… maybe we will see you in the Tax
Office or around town. The Town Hall
mail slot is still a great option for dropping
off check payments!
Take care,
Madaline Meyer, Tax Collector
and Susan Shrack, Tax Clerk

Connecticut State Department of Revenue
Services 2022 Child Tax Rebate
The child tax rebate which was recently
authorized by the Connecticut General Assembly and
signed into law by Governor Ned Lamont, is intended to
help Connecticut Families with children.
You may be eligible for a tax rebate of up to a maximum
of $750.00 ($250 per child up to three children.)
To be eligible for this rebate you must meet all the
following requirements:
• You must be a resident of Connecticut
• You must have claimed at least one child as a
dependent on your 2021 federal income tax return
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who was 18 years of age or younger, and
• You must meet certain income thresholds.
To assist you in determining if you qualify for a tax
rebate, the Department of Revenue Services has developed an application. Don’t miss out on this opportunity
for you and your family to benefit from the child tax
rebate.
If you have any questions concerning the 2022 Child Tax
Rebate, please visit the Department’s website at: portal.
ct.gov/DRS or call the Department, Monday through
Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm at: 860-287-5999.

www.eventsmagazines.com

Tri-Town Youth Services is
Looking for Volunteers
Mission and Vision
Tri-Town Youth Services was founded in
1984 to coordinate, develop and provide
services that promote the positive growth
and development of youth and families in
Chester, Deep River and Essex. We are currently recruiting
volunteers to serve on the following committees in the 202223 year. If you would like more information, please reach out
to Executive Director, Allison Abramson at: Allison@ttysb.org
or 860-526-3600. Visit: www.tritownys.org to learn more about
the organization.
Early Childhood Council
Heighten awareness of the developmental, social-emotional
and academic needs of children from birth to five. Provide
resources and support to parents, early childhood educators
and caregivers. Strengthen partnerships, promote developmental screenings, ensure that preschool is accessible and affordable, and support seamless transitions to kindergarten.
2022-23 objectives: expand ECC to include home daycare
providers, provide SEL education for early childhood professionals and parents, promote developmental screenings and
preschool scholarship fund, support Region 4 exploration of
expanded pre-K program and aftercare programming to meet
needs of children and families.
Friends of Tri-Town
Support the agency’s community outreach and marketing
by spreading the word about programs, services and new
initiatives. Engage with residents, businesses, clubs and
organizations regularly to strengthen relationships and communication. Plan and execute volunteer recruitment events
and fundraisers to support TTYSB and its active committees.
Fundraising ideas include community talent show, battle of
bands, youth circus, dinner & auction. New ideas are welcome!

OLD SAYBROOK
900 Boston Post Road
860-388-0022
Call us for a Free Initial Consultation
All services by Doctors of Audiology
www.countyhearingandbalance.com

WEST MAIN ST.
SERVICES, INC.
Quality Service & Repair for
all your Automotive Needs
Family Business since 1946

2022-23 objectives: plan + implement a Fall Talent Show
fundraiser and launch a fund to provide need-based scholarships for extracurricular activities for children.
Prevention & Wellness Coalition Work Groups
• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Help organize and/or join community conversations about
race. Plan and participate in antiracism initiatives which
may include hosting antibias training for youth and
community members, expanding the local Diversity Equity
and Inclusion library book club and actively supporting
Region 4 DEI initiatives.
continued on page 10
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860-526-4004

100 West Main Street, Chester
WestMainService@sbcglobal.net
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Tri-TownYouth Services... continued from page 9

& SON, INC.

Serving the CT River Valley
Heating Oil Dealer #252
P-203832 / S-303213

“Delivering for Our
Customers Since 1924”
• WATER SYSTEMS

Pumps, Tanks, Heaters, Filters

• FUEL OILS, PLUMBING
AND HEATING

High Efficiency Boilers, Solar Hot Water
Service and Repairs, Remodeling, Renovations

860-873-8454
www.mausandson.com

• Suicide Prevention Task Force
Cross-sector task force charged with reviewing State
Suicide Prevention Plan, identifying goals to be adopted
locally, organize community trainings to include: Mental
Health First Aid, Question, Persuade + Refer (QPR,) and
Postvention Training for key stakeholders (including
police, first responders, schools, health districts and
mental health providers.)
• Substance Abuse Prevention
Mobilize and empower the community to reduce
adolescent substance abuse through action, education,
and collaboration. The goals of the coalition are to:
1) reduce substance use among youth and, over time,
among adults by addressing risk factors and promoting
protective factors that minimize the risk of substance
abuse, and
2) establish and strengthen collaboration among
partner organizations in support of the community’s
efforts to reduce and prevent substance use among youth.
2022-23 objectives: vaping prevention efforts,
community education regarding risks of adolescent
marijuana and alcohol use, advocate for expanded
utilization of prevention education and early
intervention services.
Committee on Restorative Practice
Provide resources and training on restorative practices
and conflict resolution. Improve partnership between
schools, police and TTYSB. Research Circle of Courage
and other evidence-based models of youth assessment
and engagement. Identify best practices for bullying
intervention and develop replicable model for addressing
root causes of bullying.

New Addition to
TTYSB Clinical Team
Elizabeth Keyes, MT-BC, a Clinical
Mental Health Counseling intern
is joining the TTYS clinical team
through April 2023.
She is also a board-certified
Music Therapist and enjoys complementing talk therapy with musical
interventions and activities. Call 860-526-3600 x101 or
email: melanie@ttysbb.org to schedule an appointment.
Clinical Mental Health
Counseling Intern
ELIZABETH KEYES,
MT-BC,

Tri-Town Youth and Family Services
Tips & Resources For Families In Chester, Deep River And Essex

56 High Street, Deep River, CT 06417
860-526-3600 | tritownys.org
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Ripple Effect of COVID Cancils
BRAYCE Program for 2022
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude
to all friends and supporters of
BRAYCE whose loyal, moral,
and financial support during
these challenging times has
been an act of faith that has
moved us beyond words. Historically, this support has been
the wind beneath our wings
that inspires marginalized Brazilians
to develop the confidence to take flight
and soar to new heights that they never
believed possible.
Optimism has been the BRAYCE
mantra for the past three years as the
pandemic continued its relentless
rampage causing cancellation of the
Program for the 3rd year. The Leadership Program at Camp Hazen provides
a transformational experience for 16
& 17-year-olds: proficiency in English,
many life skills, forming friendships
with young people from around the
world, and the confidence to set sights
on building a future. This narrow
window of opportunity, if missed, is
lost forever. Izabely, a talented teenager,
was originally recruited for the 2020
program. Next year, she will be too old
for the program! How tragic is this.
The BRAYCE mission to empower
marginalized teenagers from the favela
communities of Rio de Janeiro is steadfast. We are committed to continuing

• Custom Homes
• Additions
• Full Remodeling
Services
• Window Replacement
• Custom Millwork
• Storm Shutters

In above the photos, young people learn,
make friends and enjoy the BRAYCE program
from around the world.

to provide enriching educational opportunities to encourage these youngsters
to realize their potential to become
contributing members of society as
demonstrated by alums of the program
from past years who are now teachers,
entrepreneurs, lawyers, and businessmen. Onwards and upwards to bringing
young people back again in 2023! To
learn more about BRAYCE see www.
brayce.org
Margot Calder
President, BRAYCE

Want to reach
Every Home
in Town?
Call

Essex Printing
at

860-767-9087

I look forward to addressing your concerns in the following areas of law...
REAL ESTATE: Refinance • Purchase • Sale • Reverse Mortgage
SMALL BUSINESS: Formation • Consulting • Purchase • Sale • Corporation • LLC
WILLS & PROBATE: Probate Administration • Living Wills • Estate Planning
Peter@lawforlocals.com • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1992 • www.lawforlocals.com
Chester Events • Quarter 3 • 2022
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Chester
town hall
860-526-0013 • 860-526-0004
fax

DEPARTMENT

EXTENSION / NUMBER

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Jenny Watrous
ANIMAL CONTROL

CONTACT INFO

202

AdminAsst@chesterct.org

860-767-4340 x160

ASSESSOR

512

ASSISTANT ASSESSOR
Joy O’Brien

512

Assessor@chesterct.org

BUILDING OFFICIAL
Richard Leighton

207

BldgOfficial@chesterct.org

CHESTER ROTARY

ChesterRotary.org

FINANCE
Peter Evankow

215

ACCOUNTS CLERK
Sharon Echtman

216

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Ray Guasp

202

EmergencyServices@chesterct.org

FIRE MARSHAL
Richard Leighton

212

FireMarshal@chesterct.org

202

FirstSelectman@chesterct.org

FIRST SELECTMAN
HARBOR MANAGEMENT
COMMISSION

Finance@chesterct.org

chesterharbormanagementcomm@gmail.com

HUMAN SERVICES
Rosie Bininger

213

HumanServices@chesterct.org

INFORMATION

202

Info@chesterct.org

210

InlandWetlands@chesterct.org

223

ParkRec@chesterct.org

208

ZoningOfficial@chesterct.org

POLICE SERVICES
Trooper Matt Warren

860-526-3605

PoliceServices@chesterct.org

PUBLIC LIBRARY
Stephanie Romano,
Library Director

227

INLAND WETLANDS
PARKS AND RECREATION
Elizabeth Netsch
PLANNING AND ZONING

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
John Divis, Foreman

Household Hazardous
Waste Collections & Paper
Shredding Events

860-526-0020

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
Tracey Ohaus & Leslie Holbrook

211

ChesterRegistrar@chesterct.org

SANITATION
Ryan Grenon

206

Sanitarian@chesterct.org

TAX COLLECTOR
Madaline Meyer

513

TaxCollector@chesterct.org

TAX CLERK
Susan Shrack

513

TaxClerk@chesterct.org

TOWN CLERK
Kathryn Hair

510

TownClerk@chesterct.org

ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK
Sharon Echtman

510

TREASURER
Joe Cohen

230

WPCA

NEW FOR THE 2022 SEASON - we have closed our facility
in Essex and will be doing all HHW collections and shredding
events at satellite locations throughout the region. All locations
are open to all RiverCOG region residents.
Free household hazardous waste collections for Chester
residents will take place from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on the
following Saturdays:
August 20, 2022			 Haddam Elementary School,
										272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum
September 17, 2022		 Middlesex Community College,
										100 Training Hill Rd., Middletown
October 1, 2022			 Haddam Elementary School,
										272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum

BALLEK’S
GARDEN CENTER
Now Is The Time To Add
A Little Summer Color!

FULL SERVICE GARDEN CENTER

Great Selection of Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

FULL SERVICE FLORIST

Gardening Gifts & Fresh Cut Flowers

LANDSCAPING

Walls, Walks, Patios, Tree and Garden Installation
Treasurer@chesterct.org
wpca@chesterct.org

w w w.chesterc t.org

Ballek’s For All Your Landscaping
and Garden Needs!

860-873-8878

90 Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
www.BalleksGardenCenter.com
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State Parks & Forests:
Charter Oak Pass (Life Use)
Free paper shredding events for Chester
residents will take place from 9:00 am to
12:00 pm on the following Saturdays:
September 24, 2022		 Middlefield Community
										Center, 405 Main St.,
										Middlefield
October 15, 2022			 Chester Town Hall,
										203 Middlesex Ave.,
										Chester
To learn details and acceptable materials
please visit us at: www.rivercog.org/householdhazardous-waste.

The Charter Oak Pass provides access to the State Parks and Forests and
is available free to Connecticut residents 65 years or older. The pass is
accepted at all day use areas where a parking fee applies. Presenting it
allows free access for entering vehicle and passengers.
The pass holder does not have to be the vehicle driver. Free admittance is
also provided for the Charter Oak pass holder when visiting Gillette Castle,
Dinosaur or Fort Trumbull State Parks or fishing at the Quinebaug Valley
Hatchery. All other visitors, however, will be required to pay the appropriate fee. Please note that each pass is issued to a specific person and can be
used when presented by that individual. The passes are non-transferable.
They are not valid for camping or special events having separate admission
charges and may not be used for commercial purposes.
A Charter Oak Pass may be
obtained in person at the following location in Eastern CT
(proof of age and residency required)

To obtain a Charter Oak Pass
by mail:

DEP Office of Boating
333 Ferry Road, Old Lyme
Monday - Friday / 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
860-434-8638

DEP Charter Oak Pass
State Parks Division
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106-5127
Phone: 860-424-3200

Eddies
AUTO BODY
SPECIALISTS

Serving Our Community
Since 1956

860-873-9044
2 Matthews Drive
East Haddam 06423

www.eddiesautobodyct.com
Chester Events • Quarter 3 • 2022

Air Conditioning Systems
♦ Central Heating & Heating Oil
♦ Residential & Commercial
Duct Systems
♦ Service & Installations

860-526-5244
860-345-3218
CT Lic. # S1-395107
CT Lic. # SM1-1954
CT Lic. # SM1-1980

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Today is Tomorrow’s History

News from the Chester Historical Society
Chester Museum at The Mill
Long before Chester became known as a destination for award-winning restaurants, residents enjoyed a variety of more traditional fares. Our 2022 seasonal
exhibit, titled “Where We Ate; Where We Eat,” recalls some of our town’s gonebut-not-forgotten dining locales; other eateries with a chronology of owners and
changes; and newer spots that have become dining destinations.
The exhibit gives you the chance to see what you remember, what you’ve forgotten
- or possibly, what you never knew - such as the history of the Chester Hotel (now
Leif Nilsson’s Spring Street Gallery.)
The permanent exhibit on the museum’s second floor, titled “Streams of Change,”
continues to be a terrific way to familiarize yourself with the town’s history. Even
if you visited the museum in the past, you have so much more to learn from this
annually updated exhibit.
This summer we have organized a series of four free children’s history programs at
the museum. The children’s work will be displayed at the museum during August.
The Chester Museum is open Saturdays from 1:00 to 4:00 pm and Sundays
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, and on First Fridays. We also will open for groups by
appointment. The museum is air conditioned, with free admission, but donations
are always welcome.

AC Service & Installation
Pool Heater Service
& Installation
We are agents who reside in Chester, bringing a wealth
of knowledge about our local communities, current
market conditions and the home buying and selling
process. We strive to provide exceptional service every
step of the way. We will provide you with a real estate
experience that exceeds your expectations.
Realtor®
Ian: 860.819.2037
Jennifer: 860.302.8786
ian.sacks@cbrealty.com jennifer.roy@cbrealty.com

24/7 Emergency Service
Automatic Fuel Delivery
Furnace/Boiler Service &
Installation
Kohler Generator Service
& Installation
Gas Fireplaces
Water Heaters
Price Programs
Service Plans
Customer Loyalty
& Referral Programs

Waterside-Team.com

21 Main Street, Old Saybrook CT
Office: 860.388.1100
14
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Your local and family owned
and operated source.
www.eventsmagazines.com

Chester Fair Exhibit
Look for our exhibit in our little building at the Chester Fair
(Aug. 27-29.) We know the exhibit will feature some new
acquisitions but final details have not yet been made. Please
email us at: chestercthistoricalsociety@gmail.com if you have
any suggestions for this and other future exhibits and also if
you want to help create an exhibit.
Creative Challenge
With the tentative title of “Wood You Nail It?” this year’s
Creative Challenge will be based on scrap oak boards and
nails from the 19th century Chester Meeting House floor
(which was replaced in 2020.)
This year’s Challenge will be offered as a virtual silent auction
(Sept. 7 - Sept. 17,) culminating at a reception on Saturday,
Sept. 17 in the Meeting House. As with prior endeavors
using Chester’s past, this Challenge is for all those with a
creative mind. More information will be available this summer through Sosse Baker and the Society. If you want to be
involved, please email us.

We are also considering a new edition of our “Houses & History of Chester.” This would be a huge project for volunteers
to undertake. We also are considering a house history sign
program for period Chester houses as well as Chester Center
buildings – another big project!
What do you think? Would you like to help? We can use you!
Please email or call us.
How to Find Us
Website:		
Facebook:
Email:			
Phone:		
						
Address:		
		

chesterhistoricalsociety.org
facebook.com/ChesterCTHistoricalSociety
chestercthistoricalsociety@gmail.com
860-558-4701 (Cary Hull, president) or
860-526-2443 (Diane Lindsay, curator)
9 West Main Street,
Chester, CT 06412

Future Programs & Projects
Several programs are already being developed, such as one
about Chester restaurants in late September.
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Tri-Town Summer Food Resources
Town Programs & Services
CHESTER FOOD PROGRAM
Tuesdays, Town Hall Parking Lot
203 Middlesex Ave.
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Fresh local produce, eggs, meat
and dairy, pantry staples,
Toiletries & Diaper Bank

SSKP Food Pantries:

SSKP Meal Sites:

ST. MARK’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH
222 McVeagh Road, Westbrook
Tuesdays 11:30 am - 2:15 pm

Sundays 5:00 - 6:00 pm
United Church of Chester,
29 West Main Street

Curb Side Pick Up

CHESTER SOCIAL SERVICES
Town Hall, 2nd Floor
203 Middlesex Ave.
Mon, Wed, Thurs 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Contact Rosie Bininger at:
860-526-0013 x 213
Receive: Pre-bagged food available for
residents Gift cards, emergency financial
assistance.

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST
IN SAYBROOK
366 Main Street, Old Saybrook
Tuesdays 2:00 - 4:00 pm
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
CONGREGATIONAL
55 Church Road, Clinton
Wednesdays 3:30 - 6:00 pm

DEEP RIVER FOOD PANTRY
56 High Street
Tue 9:00 am - 12:00 pm;
Thur 1:00 - 4 :00 pm
Call Rosie: 860-526-6033
Receive: Food, Gift cards, emergency
financial assistance.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
400 Main Street, Niantic
Thursdays 2:30 - 4:30 pm
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF OLD LYME
2 Ferry Road, Old Lyme
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 am

ESSEX SOCIAL SERVICES
29 West Ave, Essex
By appointment only.
Call Mary Ellen: 860-767-4340 x 201
Receive: Grocery gift cards, emergency
financial assistance.

Curb Side Pick Up

Mondays 5:00 - 6:00 pm
The First Baptist Church in Essex,
10 Prospect Street, Essex
Tuesdays 5:00 - 6:00 pm
St. John’s Episcopal Church,
23 Main Street, Essex
Wednesdays 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Grace Episcopal Church,
336 Main Street, Old Saybrook
Thursdays 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Deep River Congregational Church,
1 Church Street
Fridays 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church,
109 Main St., Centerbrook
Fridays 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Westbrook Congregational Church,
1166 Boston Post Road,

CHESTER
Chester -COMMUNITY
Community LISTINGS
Listings
CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS
Chester Land Trust .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . info@chesterlandtrust .org
Chester Fair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-5947
Chester Democratic Town Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 510-6899
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ErikAndersonCDTC@gmail .com
Chester Republican Town Committee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 398-0690
Chester Garden Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-2998
Chester Historical Society  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-5781
Chester Merchants Association .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . www .visitchester .com
Lions Club .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . deepriverchesterct .lionwap .org
Deep River and Chester VFW  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-3521
Tri Town Youth Services Bureau  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-3600
Chester Meeting House .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-0013
Chester Rotary  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . rotaryclubchester@gmail .com
LIBRARY
Chester Public Library  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-0018
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Consumer Protection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 566-2294
Community Foundation of Middlesex County  .  .  .  .  . (860) 347-0025
POST OFFICE
Chester Post Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-2780
SCHOOLS
Superintendent of Schools District 4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-2417
Chester Elementary School  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-5797
John Winthrop Middle School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-9546
Valley Regional High School  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-5328
WORSHIP SERVICES
St . Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-5495
Congregation Beth Shalom - Temple  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-8920
United Church of Chester  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (860) 526-2697
www.eventsmagazines.com

Robbie Collomore
Concert Series
The Robbie Collomore Concert Series is excited to present
our first two concerts in September and October. All concerts are at 5 pm in the Chester Meeting House.
September 18, 2022 STERLING ELLIOTT,
cello & YI-NUO
WANG, piano
Sterling Elliott is a 2021
Avery Fisher Career
Grant recipient and the
winner of the Senior
Division of the 2019
national Sphinx Com
petition. Reviewing
his 2018 solo debut at
Carnegie Hall, New York
Sterling Elliott, cellist.
Concert Review praised
Elliott’s “perfect intonation, style and total involvement.” The Charleston Post
and Courier wrote: “Sterling Elliott’s professional career is
already is underway, and his concerto provided a perfect
vehicle for him to demonstrate his impeccable technique
and musicality.”
Yi-Nuo Wang has won many impressive awards. A native
of Beijing, Ms. Wang was awarded a full scholarship
for her Performer’s Diploma at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, and she now lives in New York
while pursuing her undergraduate degree at The Juilliard
School as a student of Dr. Robert McDonald.

October 9, 2022 –
EMMET COHEN TRIO
Jazz pianist Emmet Cohen is in the vanguard of current jazz and
the related arts. He is both a performer and educator, serving as
a clinician in such programs as Lincoln Center’s “Jazz for Young
People” and his “Masters Legacy Series.
In addition to leading the “Emmet Cohen Trio,” Cohen has
appeared regularly with Ron Carter, Benny Golson, Jimmy
Cobb, George Coleman, Jimmy Heath, Tootie Heath, Houston
Person, Kurt Elling, Billy Hart, Brian Lynch, and Lea DeLaria,
among others. He is a member of Christian McBride’s trio “Tip
City” and serves as pianist and music director for jazz vocalist
Veronica Swift.
INFORMATION
Brochures were mailed out in late June. Tickets are on sale
now at our website. Visit us at: www.collomoreconcerts.org to
purchase tickets and for more information about our 2022 artists.
The Robbie Collomore Concert Series is presented under the
auspices of the Chester Historical Society.

WMRD
105.3 - FM
1150 - AM
Middletown - Hartford

WLIS
97.3 - FM
1420 - AM

Old Saybrook - New London

We are

The Best of the Valley & Shoreline!!
News, Weather, Sports, Traffic, Music, Talk
and Opinion, from around the Corner
and around the World!!

We’ve Got Personality!!!
Emmet Cohen Trio.
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Chester Conservation Commission

Invasive Plant Species in Chester
Common Name: Callery or Bradford Pear
Scientific Name: Pyrus calleryana
Origin: Asia
General Information:
Callery pear was introduced to the US in the early 1900s as
rootstock for domesticated pears. It has been widely planted as
an ornamental since the 1960s and is also known as “Bradford”
pear for its most common landscape cultivar. Still a popular
landscape tree, local specimens can be seen at the Chester
Meeting House.
Threats:
Naturalized Callery pears compete with native trees and shrubs
and are now common along roadsides and in old fields throughout CT. More widely established throughout the Southeast and
Midwest, it has recently been banned in Ohio and S. Carolina.
Identification:
This deciduous tree can grow up to 40 feet in height. Young trees
have a teardrop shape. Older trees become more wide-crowned
and brittle. Bark is scaly and gray-brown. It produces abundant

Mature planted Callery pear, with field of younger invading trees
at Machimoodus State Park, East Hampton.

foul-smelling, white flowers in spring before the leaves
emerge. Shiny, green, alternate leaves are two to three
inches long with slightly-toothed margins and turn bright
red in fall. Greenish brown fruits are under half an inch
in diameter.
Control:
Seedlings can be hand-pulled or dug when soil is moist;
small trees can be dug with a weed wrench tool to ensure
removal of all roots. Mature trees should be cut or girdled
followed by an immediate application of a triclopyr or
glyphosate herbicide. Please do not plant!
Native Alternatives:
Serviceberry, crabapple, other fruit trees, flowering
dogwood, redbud, viburnums.
References:
https://extension.psu.edu/callery-pear, https://moinvasives.org/2018/03/29/plant-this-not-that-10-native-treesto-plant-in-place-of-callery-pear/.

Callery pears invading field at Machimoodus State Park.
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The Home of the Future

Technological advancements are changing our built environment, from our homes to our offices and beyond. New building
materials, heating and cooling systems, and smart technologies
are shifting what our buildings look like. What can we expect of
the home of the future?

minimizing energy waste. Smart thermostats can provide key
insight into how you can reduce your energy usage while keeping your home comfortable – you’d be surprised what a degree
or two shift in your ambient temperature can do! Smart thermostats will be a default feature in the building of the future.

1. RETROFITTING and NEW DESIGN
Buildings will meet new energy efficiency standards – both
newly constructed homes, and longstanding homes retrofitted
with updated technology. Experts will be able to direct building
design from the start, but they’ll also be able to find instrumental ways to improve existing building efficiency. A 1920s farmhouse and a 2024 downtown loft can use similar tools adapted
for each space to be energy efficient and cost-effective.

5. OPTIMIZED ENERGY USE DESIGN

2. EFFICIENT HEATING and COOLING, ACCESSIBLE

Heat pumps – both air and ground source – will increase in
popularity. The innovative heating AND cooling tools pull heat
energy from outside of a building inside, warming in the winter
and cooling in the summer. Air source heat pumps collect
energy from the outside air, whereas larger ground source
heat pumps pull energy from the ground. Heat pumps are very
energy efficient and make heating and cooling simple. Clunky
window unit air conditioners will be relics of the past.

3. EV CHARGING
The car of the future will connect to the home of the future.
Electric vehicle infrastructure is expanding, with more and more
charging sites popping up along roadways and in towns. As the
infrastructure grows, EVs are becoming more popular. Homes
and businesses will adapt as well to support this shift, and EV
charging stations will be seen just about everywhere.

Designing a home for energy usage gets things started off on
the right foot. Optimizing the building orientation and overall
layout can ensure that a building can support clean technologies like solar panels. It can also mean designers take into
account how heat is conducted throughout the home, establishing energy efficiency from the get-go.
Eversource offers programs that support all of these new energy
efficient technologies and more. We’re working closely with the
building community to communicate code changes, and we’re
offering rebates from heat pumps, EV charging, smart thermostats, and more. Check out our New Homes and Renovations
page on Eversource.com to learn more.
While we’re not quite ready for Jetson’s-style flying cars and
in-home robot butlers, the future is looking exciting. New tools
that make homes more comfortable and keep energy efficiency
in mind are coming to market every day – and we’re excited to
see what happens next!.

4. SMART THERMOSTATS

Many homes and buildings are already starting to use smart
thermostats. These tools help heat and cool homes optimally,
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